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he Osceola, an independent weekly newspaper 

covering FSU sports for 16 years, delivers 

insightful and accurate perspectives on Florida 
State sports on a daily or weekly basis. 

Our weekly publication delivers 28 to 40 tabloid 
pages each week during football season with a total of 
34 issues delivered throughout the year. While heavi- 
ly focused on football, basketball and baseball, you'll 
find news about many of FSU’s sports and athletic 
events. 

Osceola delivers more than a game story, taking 
readers behind the scenes with indepth features on 
your favorite players as well as the rising stars. We 
spend a great deal of time and space exploring techni- 
cal issues with assistant coaches. And our question 
and answer sessions with the head coaches are very 
insightful. 

We also offer daily updates on FSU sports and 
recruiting via the Osceola Hotline and through 
Osceola’s powerful internet site (see ads page 64 and 
inside back cover). 


The Osceola delivers: 
game stories 
player features S48 # tax 
action photos 
opinions from three columnists 
complete recruiting coverage 
statistics 

event calendars 


technical analysis 

coach and player comments 
practice, strength, injury reports 
and much more 
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‘Noles gear up for Garnet & Gold Game 
Battles continue at key positions 
Martin nears 1,000th victory 

Hoops searching for recruits 

Swim team produces another champ 


Credit card orders call: 


1-800-725- 4321 


Osceola Order Form 


Ll New L] Renew LI Gift Subscription - 
$48 for one year (34 issues) plus 7% Fla. sales tax 
Add $17 for first class mail during football 
or $34 for first class mail year round 


C0 check [| Mastercard/Visa 
Credit card # 
Exp. date: _ Signature: 


State: Zip: — 


Mail to: Osceola, 402 Dunwoody St. 
Tallahassee, FL 32304 
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1998 FLORIDA STATE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


August 31 Texas A&M (Kickoff Classic at Meadowlands) 
at North Carolina State 


September 26 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
October 3 at Maryland 


at Miami 

CLEMSON (Homecoming) 

October 24 at Georgia Tech 
October 31 NORTH CAROLINA 
November 7 VIRGINIA 
November 14 at Wake Forest 
November 21 FLORIDA 
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Flash Memory but turns them into digital products so 
innovative, they change the way you play. And work. 
So you can take pictures without film. Hang a 2.5"thick 
video monitor on the wall. Even pick up your e-mail 


from a handheld PC. And that's just the stuff we can 


talk about. But stay tuned. Because when a sharp 


mind is turned loose, anything can happen. 


[www.sharp-usa.com] 


Handheld Digital MiniDisc LCD 
Communicator Viewcam Audio Monitors 


FROM SHARP MINDS COME SHARP PRODUCTS" 


WE OFFER 
CUSTOM-MADE 
WINDOWS TO FIT 
ANY FRAME OF MIND. 


L you think Andersen 
windows only come in stock 
sizes, here’ our stock answer: 

Wrong. 

Andersen” Flexiframe 
windows are custom-made to 
almost any shape or size. You 
can create glass areas as large as 
60 square feet and angles as 


Taylor’s Window & Door Co. 
720 Capitol Circle N.E. 
Tallahassee, Florida 


(850) 656-8660 
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sharp as 14 degrees. 

Flexiframe windows have a 
glass-fiber-enhanced polymer 
exterior. It’s a material so strong 
and corrosion resistant that it’s 
actually used along the seacoasts 
as a substitute for structural steel. 

On the inside of these 
windows you'll find nothing less 


Taylor’s Building Products 


1541 S. Adams 
Tallahassee, Florida 
(850) 224-2555 


than the warmest Ponderosa pine. 


For a perfect fit with the win- 


dows you have in mind, see your 


Andersen Window Center® store. 


ANDERSEN WINDOW 
INW 7 
CENTER 


Taylor’s Building Supply 


Highway 98 


Eastpoint, Florida 


(850) 670-8529 


Serving the Big Bend for over Thirty Years 


BY JIM HENRY 


igh above the turf — from the 

sanctuary of his tower — 

Bobby Bowden surveys his 

Florida State football team. 
While one could easily say Bowden 
also is perched at the pinnacle of the 
college football world, you wouldn’t 
know it. Or guess it. 

The numbers say Bowden is a 
treasure — 208-50-4 in 22 seasons at 
FSU, including a remarkable 99-36-2 
road mark; an NCAA-record 11 consec- 
utive top-four finishes; 16 consecutive 
bowl appearances; a 47-1 record in the 
Atlantic Coast Conference and seven 
league championships; 127 victories 
over the past 12 seasons. 

Impressive numbers indeed, but 
that’s not what drives Bowden. Sure, he’s 
proud of FSU’s national championship in 
1993 and his place among the all-time 
greats. But it’s the game that drives 
Bowden. It’s the game that fuels his enthu- 
siasm. It's the game that makes coming to 
work easy. The fire that burned in his belly 
when he arrived at FSU nearly a quarter 
century ago continues to flame. 

“I've said this many times before, 
but as long as | am healthy and we keep 
winning games and | still enjoy coming 
to work, | want to keep coaching,” 
Bowden said. 

With an energized Bowden at the 
helm, the expectations don’t change. 

FSU returns 11 starters and all of its 
primary special teams players from last 
year’s team that survived a difficult road 
schedule at 11-1 and ranked third in both 
the Associated Press and USA 
Today/ESPN polls. 

The finish extended a pair of incred- 
ible NCAA streaks — here are those 
numbers again, but they’re worth 
repeating — as FSU continued to be the 
only program in the history of college 


Junior receiver Peter Warrick is a Heisman Trophy 
candidate and one of America’s most exciting players. 


football to finish among the top four in 
the AP poll for 11 straight years and kept 
alive a record of 11 consecutive seasons 
with 10 or more wins. 

Let's put that in perspective. The cur- 
rent list of AP top-four finishes reads as 
follows: FSU 11, Florida 3, Michigan 1, 
Nebraska 1. 

Bowden, however, isn’t one to look 
behind him. FSU’s standards are etched in 
stone. It’s up to this year’s team to continue 
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to reach that level of excel- 
lence. That's what makes this 
season so _ intriguing. 
Bowden's team is filled with 
more youth (just 10 seniors) 
and question marks than 
possibly ever, starting at 
quarterback. 

Dan Kendra, a former 
national player of the year in 
high school who was project- 
ed as Thad Busby’s succes- 
sor, has been forced this 
offseason to rehabilitate a 
reconstructed right knee. He 
tore the anterior cruciate liga- 
ment during the ’Noles’ April 4 
spring game and there are 
questions whether he’ll be 
ready when FSU opens Aug. 
31 against Texas A&M in the 
Kickoff Classic. Sophomore 
Chris Weinke likely will start in 
Kendra’s absence. 

There also are questions 
on defense, where defensive 
end Andre Wadsworth, the 
third-overall selection in last 
spring’s NFL Draft, must be 
replaced along with others, 
such as linebackers Daryl 
Bush and Sam Cowart. What 
the squad may lack in experi- 
ence, however, it is expected 
to make up for with athleticism. Bowden 
says it will be up to the defense to set the 
season's early tone — again. 

“Our defense carried us at times last 
year and with a new quarterback at the 
helm, we will need them to step up and 
lead early next season,” Bowden said. 

“We lost great players who were 
great leaders, but we have some tremen- 
dous young talent coming up. We have 
had so many terrific players on defense 
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continued 


Youth Movement 


continued 


over the last several seasons that los- 
ing them has become less of a traumat- 
ic experience. We've got guys with the 
talent to step up, but the question is 
whether they can provide the tough- 
ness and leadership needed.” 

Providing a measure of security for 
Bowden is the fact that nearly every 
key member of his special teams unit 
returns, including kicker Sebastian 
Janikowski and punter Keith Cottrell. 

Also, after playing what Bowden 
called the school’s most difficult road 
schedule since 1981, the tables are 
turned. FSU is blessed with one of its 
most entertaining home schedules in 
many years. Home opponents include 
Southern Cal, Clemson, Virginia, North 
Carolina and Florida. 

In their 11-year stretch of top-four 
finishes, the 'Noles are (more numbers) 
61-3-1 at home. 


Your Friends from 


Ameriplus, Inc., say: 


—. 


===MERIPLUS, inc. 


“We still play the great teams, but 
we've got Southern California at home, 
Clemson at home, North Carolina, 
Virginia and Florida at home,” Bowden 
said. “The other thing about the sched- 
ule is that we’ve got to be awfully good 
right out of the blocks. Texas A&M is a 
fine football team and August 31 seems 
right around the corner.” 

Bowden is quick to point out that, 
despite the obstacles, FSU's goal 
remains the same: To win a national 
championship. 


Offense: Will Kendra Return? 

After three years of waiting and 
training, Kendra was poised to take his 
turn at the program’s most coveted 
position. Then, disappointment struck. 
Kendra injured his knee when tackled 
from behind as he rolled from the pock- 
et during the ‘Noles’ spring game. 


Initial disappointment was replaced 
by determination. 

Kendra attacked his rehab with desire 
and intensity. He was lifting light weights 
for his upper body and gingerly riding an 
exercise bicycle within the first week. His 
crutches and brace were gone after the 
first month. Victories came in small steps. 

“Even though it might be a little thing, 
going a degree farther on some machine, 
those are my victories,” Kendra said. 

Still, the biggest victory could be 
Kendra’s return for the start of fall prac- 
tice. Bowden has said that Kendra will 
remain the team’s starter unless he’s 
unable to report to the start of drills on 
Aug. 1. However, the optimism is so high 
surrounding Kendra’s unprecedented 
return (less than five months) that 
Bowden told countless fans on his annu- 
al state tour he expects Kendra to be 
back for preseason practice. 


GO SEMINOLES! 


Good Luck on the 1998 Season 
Support the brands that support the Noles! 


FLORIDA STATE 1998 FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 6 


“That's not any pressure. That's a 
positive,” Kendra said. “It's good to hear 
that Coach Bowden thinks I'll be back. 
There’s still a lot of time left. The way 
these things go, it can be done.” 

If it can't, however, Weinke is expected 
to step in as the 'Noles’ starter. Big, strong 
and mature, Weinke will be 26 this season. 
After originally signing with FSU in 1990, 
Weinke played professional baseball 
(Toronto Blue Jays organization) before 
deciding to give college football (and FSU) 
another try. 

Though Weinke played in just two 
games last year — he went 7 of 13 for 82 
yards and two touchdowns — he says the 
time spent learning FSU’s system was 
invaluable. Blessed with great size and 
arm strength, Weinke is a classic drop- 
back passer. He’s also considered one of 
the top leaders on the team, directing traf- 
fic during FSU’s offseason throwing drills. 

“The film work is paying off,” Weinke 
said. “It was kind of like a cram session 
when | first arrived. You learn as much as 
you can, but you really don’t absorb every- 
thing you are trying to learn. Over the long 
haul, it has really helped me.” 

On his style, Weinke said, “| am a 
drop-back guy and | have a lot to offer in 
that sense. | will be able to get the ball to 
guys down field. Mentally, you always try 
to learn new things. Physically, you have 
to go with what you have. When you 
start changing things, you run into prob- 
lems, | learned that in baseball.” 

FSU’s quarterbacks — Kendra, 
Weinke and Marcus Outzen — have a 
fine supporting cast. Six starters return 
from a unit that led the ACC, and fin- 
ished fifth in the NCAA, in total offense 
(452.1 yards per game). 

Tailback Travis Minor returns after 
leading FSU in rushing with 623 yards 
and nine touchdowns. The receiving 
corps is led by juniors Peter Warrick (53 
catches for 884 yards) and Laveranues 
Coles (21-384). 

A second-team All-ACC selection 
last season, Warrick is expected to 
attract Heisman Trophy consideration 
this season and coaches are hopeful 
he'll step into the leadership role left by 


record-setting E.G. Green. Coles, one of 
the team’s fastest players — he clocked 
a school-record 4.16 seconds in the 40- 
yard dash in the spring — is expected to 
be fully recovered from a broken fibula 
suffered in the spring game. 

Three starting linemen return in 
guards Jason Whitaker and Donald 
Heaven and tackle Ross Brannon, the lat- 
ter two named freshman All-Americas by 
The Sporting News. 

Names that also will play important 
roles include Jerry Carmichael, the team’s 
top reserve last season, and tackles Tarlos 
Thomas and Char-ron Dorsey. Centers 
Jarad Moon and Eric Thomas, who can 
also play guard, are two of the unit's most 
consistent performers, according 
to coaches. 


Defense: Will Youth Step Up? 

For the second consecutive season, 
FSU returns only five starters defensively. 
Going, going, gone are two All-Americas 
in Wadsworth and Cowart, while Bush was 
a four-year starter. The trio helped the unit 
rank No. 1 in rushing defense (51.9 yards 
per game) and No. 3 overall (241.4). 

The 'Noles, however, will build 
around senior linebacker Lamont Green, 
who was third on the team in tackles last 
season with 85, including six tackles-for- 
loss. On the interior, it’s the Larry & Jerry 
Show, starring Larry Smith and Jerry 
Johnson. Smith had 56 tackles and 
Johnson 57. The duo also combined for 
21 tackles-for-loss. 

The secondary is anchored by return- 
ing starters Dexter Jackson and Tay Cody. 
Jackson had two interceptions and was 
tied for fifth in the ACC with 11 passes bro- 
ken up. Cody, meanwhile, had three inter- 
ceptions and was a freshman All-America 
by The Sporting News. 

It's the unfamiliar faces, however, that 
are expected to also shine. Stepping into 
what has become one of the nation’s most 
glamorous positions — hello, defensive 
end — are senior Tony Bryant and sopho- 
more Roland Seymour, who combined for 
13 sacks last fall. 

The depth also represents quality. 
Jamal Reynolds, perhaps the 'Noles’ most 
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Lamont Green (45), FSU’s top returning 
tackler, will lead a young but talented 
defense. 


intense player, has impressed. Ditto for 
David Warren, the USA Today Defensive 
Player of the Year as a high school senior 
two years ago. 

Linebackers who are expected to be 
in the mix include senior Demetro 
Stephens, sophomore Brian Allen and 
freshman Bradley Jennings in the middle 
and Tommy Polley, Theon Rackley, Deon 
Humphrey and Bobby Rhodes outside. 

“We've traded experience for speed,” 
Bowden said. “We're younger but we're 
faster, too.” 

The progress of Reggie Durden, 
who enrolled as a junior during the 
spring semester, and Clevan Thomas 
was a welcome sight at cornerback, 
where the ‘Noles must replace Samari 
Rolle. Also, veterans Sean Key and 
Mario Edwards — both of whom missed 
last season due to disciplinary action — 
could return this season. 

FSU’s special teams unit features 
experienced youth. 

Janikowski led the 'Noles in scoring 
as a freshman last season with 85 points. 
He converted 16 of 21 field goals, includ- 
ing a school-record 56-yarder against 

continued 
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Wake Forest. Also, “The Polish Powder Keg” had 42 touch- 
backs on 84 kickoffs. Cottrell, averaged a respectable 38.4 
yards per punt. 

Also back are snapper Clay Ingram and holder Outzen. 
Adding to the riches on special teams are Warrick, Coles, Dee 
Feaster and Germaine Stringer, all of whom come back as the 
primary punt and kickoff return specialists. 


ACC: Better Than Ever? 

Bowden continues to beat the ACC drum whenever possi- 
ble. “It’s getting better and better, no doubt about it,” he said. 

In what was billed as the biggest game in ACC history, No. 
2 FSU upended No. 5 North Carolina in Chapel Hill, N.C., last 
season 20-3 behind nine quarterback sacks — Wadsworth and 
Greg Spires tallied seven between them. The game drew a 
record crowd of 62,000 to Kenan Stadium, not to mention a 
national television audience on ESPN. 

It's that type of big-league atmosphere that Bowden 
believes can only help the ACC’s image. 

The league posted positive numbers a year ago. For the 
second time in three years and the third time in league history, 


P.O. Box 81 @ Sarasota, Florida 34230-0081 


“Salutes All Seminoles” 


Athletes, coaches, staff and fans! 


For Club Activities call Jan Felton 


941-927-1676 
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Offense 


Defense 


the ACC had six teams finish with six wins or more — and a 
winning record — in the same season. Also, the ACC posted 
the third-best non-conference record of any NCAA Division-l 
league with a 22-9 (.710) mark. 

Thanks in large part to FSU, the ACC has two of the top 10 
and three of the top 20 winningest programs over the last six 
years. FSU is second behind Nebraska (69) with 65 victories 
against Division-| opponents. North Carolina is No. 9 (55) followed 
by Virginia at No. 18 (46). Clemson is 33rd with 41 victories. 

The league has enjoyed a defensive tone of late. Over the 
past three seasons, UNC leads all Division-I schools in total 
defense, allowing an average of 234.1 yards per game over 33 
regular-season contests. FSU was fifth nationally with 272.1 
yards per game over the same span. The ACC had four teams 
— UNC, FSU, Clemson (sixth) and UVa (24) — ranked among 
the top 25 defensive units last fall. 

While FSU’s quarterback situation remains unsettled, five 
returning ACC quarterbacks will enter the 1998 season among 
their school’s career passing yardage leaders. Wake Forest's 
Brian Kuklick is the top returning passer with 5,334 yards, third 
on the Demon Deacons’ all-time list. 

Overall, the ACC returns 133 starters, or 62 percent of 
starting lineups from last season. Also, the league returns 
382 lettermen, ranging from 45 (Georgia Tech) to 33 
(Virginia). Wake Forest returns the most starters (18), while 
UNC (12), North Carolina State (11) and FSU (11) welcome 
back the fewest. 

Let’s not forget that FSU swept all of the ACC’s postsea- 
son awards last season — Wadsworth (Player of the Year), 
Busby (Offense), Minor (Rookie), Thomas (Jacobs Blocking 
Trophy) and Bowden (Coach). 

But last season means little to Bowden. From his practice 
tower, he mulls over decisions concerning this year’s team. 
Despite its lack of experience and the race to mend Kendra’s 
knee, Bowden has one date circled on his calendar (Aug. 31). 
That’s when this year’s numbers will be held accountable. 

And it starts against the Aggies. 

“You don’t want to play someone as tough as A&M,” 
Bowden said, “but we figured we might as well find out what 
we've got.” & 
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The coach 
likes FSU’s 


talent and 
home 
schedule 


n the eve of his 23rd season at 
Florida State, coach Bobby 
Bowden is as spry — and ambi- 
tious — as ever. He spoke with 
the Osceola's Jerry Kutz and Jim Henry 
about the Seminoles’ prospects in 1998. 


Q: Generally speaking, the biggest 
difference from this year’s team to past 
years’ appears to be the lack of 
seniors, You have just 10 this year, 

A: That's true. Very obvious. As | 
watch us go through spring training and 
try to evaluate us after 15 days of spring 
training, people ask me to rate it...it was 
as good a spring training as we've had. | 
would say that right now this team at this 
stage is behind last year’s team at this 
stage and the big reason is maturity, not 
potential. This team has the potential to 
be as good as any of the teams we've 
had, if we could put it together. It hap- 
pens to be the more mature you are and 
the older you are, the better you put it 
together. The maturity factor is missing 
for next year. 

You can imagine what shot you'll 
have at next year [1999]. Not only will you 
have more players returning, but you'll 
have a veteran quarterback returning. 

The spring game was encouraging to 
me because the one thing | wanted to 
see, | saw, and that was quarterbacks that 
look like they can run a football team. That 
was encouraging to me. 

As far as Dan Kendra’s concerned, 
the thing you must remember is he’s the 
No. 1 quarterback and he’s still the No. 1 
quarterback, and the only way he won't be 
the No. 1 quarterback is if he can’t line up 
August the first, or whenever we start. 
Knowing him, it won’t surprise me now if 
he is back out there when we kick off. 
He's not out yet. If he can’t report for duty 
whenever we start, we would naturally 


have to put somebody else up there. But 
right now, he’s the No. 1 quarterback. 


Q: Did you change the offense at 
all to suit Kendra’s skills? 

A: No. Most of the things we did this 
spring were built around what we did last 
year and the year before. We did not 
feature very much, very limited, really, 
until the last week, [with] a lot of his roll- 
out stuff. Most of it was set, something 
that all three quarterbacks we thought 
could handle. 


Q: Assuming Kendra’s out, you 
have two returning scholarship quarter- 
backs and a true freshman. You'd be 
very young at that position. 


“I hope we ain’t a year 
away. We can’t afford to 
be a year away. We don’t 

like to be a year away. 

We like it now.” 


A: Thing is, a lot of people want to try 
and rush [Chris] Weinke. Although he's 
older and more mature, he’s still a pure 
freshman right now in football. He's made 
good progress. | would say he’s further 
along than any freshman we've had here in 
quite a while. Then, of course, 
[Marcus]Outzen now is the question mark 
because he did so good his first week [of 
spring] and then went down. No telling what 
would happen if that guy stayed healthy. 
You just don't know. But again, right now, 
we would list Kendra as our No. 1 
quarterback, if he could play. 

Personally, knowing him, as avid as 
he is as a health nut, | can’t see how he 
won't build that knee stronger than what- 
ever it was. We've had it happen with other 
guys. But if he can’t go then it looks like 
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Weinke would move up, then Outzen 
behind him and the freshman [Jared 
Jones] would have to be third, until Danny 
could go again. 


Q: If you knew Kendra was going 
to return, would you adapt your offense 
to suit him? 

A: There'd be several plays you'd 
want to put in for him. But, they would also 
be plays that the other guys could do. It'd 
be natural. Weinke ain't bad at it [running]. 
Maybe he couldn't do it as good as they 
did, but maybe he does something else 
better than them. 

Yeah, whoever the quarterback is, to 
me that’s the guy you gear things around 
and make everybody conform to it. Then, 
when Danny leaves you take the next 
quarterback and conform to him. That's 
the way we evolved to the shotgun was 
through Charlie Ward and his ability to 
work out of that. Taught us a lot. We've 
learned a lot about it and we've kinda 
recruited quarterbacks that could play that 
brand. Style won't change that much. 


Q: What were your other observa- 
tions following spring? 

A: Our defense performed so much 
better than | thought they could. 

The guys that it’s very obvious that 
you're lacking is OL [offensive line]. Even 
though we got more bodies back than 
we've had since ‘93, got more bodies back 
that can play, boy, they ain't far along. You 
can tell that. You take Char-ron Dorsey, you 
see a guy that’s gonna be a pro — if he 
stays out there, he’s gonna be a pro one of 
these days — but he don’t know what he’s 
doing right now. But he’s learning. Got 
some of those in there. 

It's gonna be more important that we 
find a system that our offensive line can do 
than the quarterback, because if you can't 


protect him, baby, they don’t care what 
you're doing, it’s got problems. 

You got a good battle at center going 
on between [Eric] Thomas and [Jarad] 
Moon. We got two doggone good centers 
and that’s gonna be a good battle. That's a 


Bobby Bowden likes the potential of his 
1998 Seminole team. 


healthy thing. One of them’s a junior 
[Thomas] and the other one's a dadgum 
sophomore. 

Then, you got [Donald] Heaven, who 
started every game last year, and he didn’t 
have a good spring. He mixed his time 
with track, which we told him he could do. 
He needs to come back dedicated 
because he's got all the tools. 

Jason Whitaker, he’s got the great 
mental attitude that you want, but he’s not 
as big and strong as we'd like. But, he’s 
still got a chance to continue growing. 
Grew some this past half a year. 

Then at tackles, Ross Brannon got 
nothing out of this spring. He was hurt 
[knee] the whole spring. It's a shame, he 
needed it. He needs to grow and get 
stronger. [Jerry] Carmichael made some 
progress, at least he got some work there. 
[Tarlos Thomas] made some progress. 

But as you watch 'em scrimmage, and 
you watch the film, you see just enough 


mistakes that'll get you beat. We have got 
to eliminate the penalties. The penalties 
just kill the offense. 

We're bringing in some of the top 
offensive freshman linemen we've ever 
brought in here. Again, their problem is not 
physical, they're mental. It’s hard to learn. 
It's hard to tie that thing together. At least 
you got good prospects. 

At tight end, Myron Jackson looked 
like your No, 1, A guy that looked like he 
could have been your starting tight end 
was [Nick] Franklin, but he missed the last 
week. | don’t know if he understands the 
urgency of this thing. He’s got the tools. 
Not only is he a good blocker, he’s a 
catcher. But he missed the last half of 
spring training. The other tight ends are 
young, but they got potential. 

It's a young football team. | hope we 
ain't a year away. We can't afford to be a 
year away. We don't like to be a year 
away. We like it now. If you didn’t know 
anything about Florida State you'd look at 
it and say they’re a year away. We know 
better here. 

Now, the other side [defense] is a sur- 
prise to me. Our defense played so much 
better than | thought. 

We didn’t get the [end] play that we 
got out of [Peter] Boulware and Reinard 
[Wilson], but they played as good as 
[Andre] Wadsworth did last spring. The 
guy that didn’t have a good spring for us 
was Tony Bryant. Now, he should have 
torn this league up. Hope he gets on it 
when he comes back. | saw some flashes 
out of [David] Warren. | saw some flashes 
out of Jamal [Reynolds] and [Roland] 
Seymour, | saw some big flashes out of 
him. The two starting tackles made a lot of 
difference. [Jerry] Johnson and [Larry] 
Smith, they made tackle after tackle after 
tackle. They can be a dominating pair of 
tackles. Maybe we'll dominate in tackles 
instead of ends this year. 

The thing about the linebackers, if you 
look at ‘em you'd say they don't have 
much experience and they go the wrong 
way, but boy can they run. They can run! | 
saw it time and time again where a back 
looked like he was gonna break something 
and some guy catches it, and it'd be that 
number 55 or 29 or 44. | even saw one 
time one of our guys made a good run 
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down the field and ol’ 44 [Bradley 
Jennings] came from middle linebacker 
and chased him 30 yards and got him. 

| can tell you who had a pretty good 
spring was ol’ Demetro [Stephens]. It's 
about time. It's his fifth year and he’s been 
hurt. | was very pleased there. 

Our defensive backs looked like they 
covered better, | liked our safeties this 
spring. Dexter's [Jackson] definitely better 
back there. 


Q; What about the skill positions? 

A: Offensively, you've got some people 
that you probably wouldn't want to swap 
with anybody else in the country and that 
would start with Peter Warrick at wide 
receiver. That boy's so talented. We've got 
to find ways to get him the ball. Of course, 
Laveranues Coles could be, but he's been 
hampered by injury. Until he can throw that, 
he’s gonna be an average player, but he's 
got the tools to be great. | thought ol’ Snoop 
[Marvin Minnis] made some progress. 

[Ron] Dugans is, to me, probably the 
steadiest receiver out there. The most 
dependable receiver out there. Doesn't 
have burning speed, but it's a lot better than 
you think. Reminds me of [Lawrence] 
Dawsey, which in my mind was one of the 
best we've ever had. Dawsey wasn't a flyer 
either. He caught the ball. 

If those receivers could get consistent, 
get a lot of pride about ‘em where they 
don’t ever wanna drop that ball, they could 
be a force on this football team and could 
overcome a lot of shortcomings. 


Q: You appear to have another 
impact player in Travis Minor. 

A: That's one of the biggest things 
we've got going into this year we didn't 
have a year ago. Last year, we had no idea 
who the runner would be. We didn’t have a 
first-teamer coming back, we didn't have a 
second-teamer coming back. We had a 
third-teamer coming back that we felt was 
limited, that was Dee [Feaster], and of 
course, he’s not there anymore. Boy, we 
really had questions about running. We 
brought in Davy Ford. We brought in Travis 
Minor. In the spring, [Jeff] Chaney didn't 
impress us much. We knew it was gonna 
be up to three freshmen, [Vannez] Gooch, 
Ford and Minor. 

continued 


continued 


So, Minor gets hurt right off the bat. 
First scrimmage he sprains his ankle and 
you knew it might knock him out, he’s 
probably out for the year, you can’t over- 
come that. But, he did get well, he did 
come back, he did keep improving and so, 
by the eighth ballgame, you could tell you 
had a gem. We played Florida and that 
tailback over there’s [Fred Taylor] got 170- 
something yards and people didn’t notice 
that a little ol’ freshman got 142 or some- 
thing like that. 

Plus, | was very pleased with Chaney 
this spring and also [Raymont] Skaggs. 
They're dangerous backs. Chaney has lost 
weight and gained speed, which he didn’t 
have a year ago. 


Q: Yet, even when Warrick Dunn 
was here, this has never been known as 
a running team. 

A: Yeah, we've always thrown that ball 
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here. Seems like since Charlie came along, 
if anything, we're 65-35 pass conscious. 


Q: The way defenses are playing 
you these days, do you feel comfortable 
with that? 

A: Gee, | tell ya, ya can’t run the ball. 
When we block a good play, they're still up 
there hitting you for a two-yard gain. Ain’t no 
place to run! We got seven [blockers], y'all 
got nine [defenders], and we simply cannot 
block two of you. So that’s why people are 
forced to throw so much. That’s why Steve 
Spurrier’s ahead of everybody. 

We're gonna continue to try to run the 
football. But, if you think that you can knock 
people out and go 90-, 80-yard drives, 
they're gone unless you can throw the ball. 
I'm trying to think of anybody that just runs 
the ball. The answer to that is probably run 
the option. But if you run the option, now you 
gotta split your passing because it takes so 
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Sends Best Wishes 


much time to run the option, you're not 
working on your passing game. Have to 
recruit running quarterbacks. That’s what 
Nebraska has. Kendra would be great at that. 


Q: Did you see improvement at full- 
back? 

A: Yes, | did see improvement from 
the blocking standpoint and their running 
standpoint. | thought our fullbacks all got 
better this spring, especially their blocking. 
The best blocker was Billy Rhodes, but 
he’s probably the least effective runner. 
But, that’s not what our fullback does. Our 
fullback blocks. 

It probably will be one of those posi- 
tions that we substitute a lot to get varia- 
tion. You got [Lamarr] Glenn that can do 
this, you got Rhodes that can do this and 
you got [William] McCray that can do both 
of ‘em, so we'll probably just have to 
adjust there. 


to the 


1998 Football Team 


Go ‘Noles 


Join us during the year for War Parties and other activities. 


Check the Hotline for updated information (561-967-1787) 


or visit our web site at: www.inovate.com\FSU 


Q: Back to defense, what do you 
see in the secondary? 

A: Tay Cody played about as well as a 
freshman could play last year. | think Troy 
Saunders is, in my opinion, one of the most 
underrated cornerbacks we've had. And 
then, | think [Reggie] Durden has really got 
the ability, if he can learn what to do. 
Couple of those other guys made some 
progress; [Abdual] Howard and Cookie 
[Clevan Thomas] are good prospects. 

Dexter Jackson can be a good safety. 
He's gonna have to cut his hot-dogging 
out. He hot-dogs a little too much to suit 
me, but he's a good player. | thought 
[Derrick] Gibson made some real good 
strides back there. A guy | think could be 
good would be [Shawn] McCorkel, but he’s 
gonna have to get on his grades 


Q: There’s also a chance you could 
get back Mario Edwards and Sean Key 
[who were suspended last season]. 
What would that mean? 

A: If you get Key and Mario back, 
then you got two veterans coming back, 
then they're gonna have to fight to get their 
Jobs back, which would be a healthy thing. 


Q: When you talked about 
linebackers, you didn't mention Lamont 
Green, 

A: Well, | take him for granted. | think 
about the new faces. Lamont played 
excellent last year as a junior and now, 
he’s got to be one of our leaders and | 
thought he made some good plays this 
spring. He's a steady enforcer in there. | 
take him for granted, so | don’t talk about 
him much. 


Q: One key question regarding this 
team would be leadership, Do you see 
leadership anywhere on this team? 

A: Yeah, | think so, but that’s the big 
thing. You can't fabricate it, so therefore 
we coaches are gonna have to do a great 
job of helping build leaders out there, even 
if we have to go to juniors to get more help 
for our seniors, | saw some seniors trying 
to lead (last spring). | saw some seniors 
not doing good enough, but we've got to 
build that because that’s usually such a big 


key in a football team. Now, you don't have 
to be a senior to lead, but that’s usually the 
case. But if we’re not getting it there, we'll 
go elsewhere to get it, but we’ve got to 
have it. We've got to have it. 


Q: Talk about the kicking game, 
where Sebastian Janikowski and Keith 
Cottrell return. 

A: The good news again, is like that 
tailback, this time of year [last season] 
we didn’t know who was gonna be our 
tailback, also we didn’t know anything 
about a punter or kicker. This time a year 
ago, we didn’t have a punter or kicker. 


“I think the commitment 
of the ACC [to football] is 
really becoming more 
prevalent than it was in 
the past. I just think 
you're gonna see a 
league that’s gradually 
getting stronger.” 


Now, at least we've got two veterans 
coming back and I'll take that veteran 
over a lot of things. 


Q: In regard to your schedule, last 
year you had all the tough games on 
the road. This year is the opposite. 

A: It's a great home schedule. The bad 
thing about last year, it was a bad home 
schedule. The good news is, this year it’s a 
great home schedule. I'd rather have it that 
way, to be honest with you, because you 
need all the help you get at home. 


Q: Do you see the Atlantic Coast 
Conference teams continuing to make 
strides? 

A: The ACC definitely is making 
strides. North Carolina’s a pretty good 
example. They recruited Ron Curry and 
my hopes is he'll play basketball and not 
get real serious about football. That's 
what my hopes are. He might be the 
best quarterback | ever saw. So if he's 
gonna just play three years and go pro 
basketball, | don’t know if | could have 
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worked him in here like I'd like to have. 
I've got a feeling he’s gonna go up there 
and fall in love with basketball. But, it 
just shows you how North Carolina’s 
attracting some great players, And then, 
Virginia’s making about a $50-$60 mil- 
lion [facilities] improvement, which is 
going to attract people. 

| think the commitment of the ACC is 
really becoming more prevalent than it 
was in the past. | just think you're gonna 
see a league that's gradually getting 
stronger. What we want to do is hold our 
place at the top and try to bring them to 
us. We sure don’t want to go down. We 
want to bring everybody to us. But, | think 
the conference is definitely getting 
stronger. Are we the strongest conference 
in the country? Heck no, but we’re getting 
pretty close. 


Q: There’s a chance your team will 
be picked preseason No, 1, and certainly 
in the top five. Are you pretty accustomed 
to that by now? 

A: Yeah, we've been everywhere. 
We've been one, two, three, four, five, 
whatever. | imagine they’ll pick us some- 
where up there. Just gotten to a point 
where we don't care. If you're gonna win a 
national championship, you gotta win it 
anyway. Wherever they put you, you gotta 
win it. So, really we don’t care. 

One time it really hurt is the first time 
they ever picked us No. 1 [1988]. We didn't 
know how to respond to that. We weren't 
ready for our first game and won the rest 
of them. Now, | think the kids know how to 
respond. And they kinda expect it. They've 
worked hard to get this program up and 
they expect it. 


Q: On a personal level, do you still 
feel strong and enthused? 

A: Yeah, | feel good, sure do. I’m 
excited. This time of year [summer] | try to 
get away from football. | think you can get 
too much of it and get burned out. | try to 
relax. | love to play golf. But you 
know...I'm ready to get back to football. | 
think by laying off of it, it helps me to want 
to get back with it. | feel as good as I've 
ever felt. @ 


May I check your oil, please? 


If Mark Martin asked to look under your hood, would you let him? If you used 
Valvoline® motor oil you would. And if you didn’t, you'd probably listen to him. 
After all, if anyone knows how important motor oil is to a car’s performance, it’s 
Mark. Because reliability in extreme situations is what superior motor oil is all = 
about. So when it comes to your car, choose the motor oil Mark Martin trusts both Valvoline 


on and off the track. Choose Valvoline. People Who Know Use Valvoline? 


For the racer inside. 


Kendra 
injury, 
foe OFFENSE MUST FIND 
uncertainty cE 


BY JIM HENRY 


ne key to Florida State’s offense 
has been an intricate passing 
game directed by a talented and 
experienced quarterback. The 
Seminoles’ passing game hasn't 
changed. The quarterback situation has. 

The much-anticipated unveiling of 
Dan Kendra as FSU’s starting quar- 
terback was derailed — swiftly and 
stunningly — during the Seminoles’ 
spring game in April. While Kendra 
finished ahead of Chris Weinke and 
Marcus Outzen, he didn’t finish the 
spring standing. 

Kendra, as the world knows, blew 
his right wheel escaping from a collaps- 
ing pocket. He laid on the turf before 
being carted off the field, smiling with 
thumbs up to the crowd. A day later, doc- 
tors gave Kendra a thumbs down. 

Doctors allowed the swelling to 
decrease and discovered the bad news 
— a torn anterior cruciate ligament. 
Kendra underwent surgery the follow- 
ing week and immediately began an 
intense rehabilitation process. He was 
riding an exercise bicycle and working 
out his upper body during the first week 
of rehab. 

While he looks to the future, the 
memory lingers. 

“| was coming down on my right 
foot, all my weight was on my right foot,” 
Kendra said. “Il heard a pop. | started 
praying immediately. It’s disappointing 
because all | wanted to do all season 
was get my body stronger and faster, 
and this happened.” 

What happened was FSU’s world 
was turned upside down. 

“You hate that it happened, but it 
does happen,” FSU coach Bobby 
Bowden said. Offensive coordinator 
Mark Richt was in disbelief, saying it was 
a blow “to that kid and the program.” Travis Minor looks to build upon his sensational freshman season. 


S3NOP HOld 


continued 
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continued 


While Kendra and coaches alike 
are hopeful of an unprecedented recov- 
ery — Kendra has let it be known he 
wants to return by the start of fall drills 
in August — Weinke is expected to 
start in FSU’s opener against Texas 
A&M on Aug. 31. 

A classic dropback passer, Weinke 
has size, strength and maturity. Fans 
will soon discover if he has time on his 
hands. The Old Fella has been scram- 
bling like crazy to make up for lost time. 
Weinke spent his first season learning 
the system, playing in just two games 
and completing 7 of 13 passes for 82 
yards and two touchdowns. 

“| feel a lot more comfortable,” said 
Weinke, who turns 26 this July. He 
returned to FSU after playing six years 
of professional baseball in the Toronto 
Blue Jays organization. Weinke was 
tabbed the No. 1 quarterback in the 


country as a high school senior in the 
Big 80s (1989). 

“Just knowing what to expect is a 
big advantage,” said Weinke. “It’s two 
different situations, coming in after 
being away for seven years and then 
spending a whole year in the system.” 

Weinke will be backed up by 
Marcus Outzen, who, like Kendra, was 
KO’d from spring drills. Though Outzen 
separated his right (throwing) shoulder 
in the third week of drills and did not 
practice again, he should be 100 per- 
cent by season's start. Outzen also 
decided he’d made enough progress 
through the spring that he could com- 
pete against Kendra and Weinke, aban- 
doning any thoughts of transferring. 

Weinke and Co. have some big 
shoes to fill following the departure of 
Thad Busby. While Busby couldn’t help 
lead the Seminoles to the Promised 


Land — the program’s second national 
championship — he was extremely 
effective in FSU’s offense, throwing for 
more yards last season than any quar- 
terback in FSU history and finishing 21- 
2 as the team’s starting quarterback 
over the last two seasons. 

Busby’s departure was expected to 
turn the glare of media attention to 
Kendra, who once painted his upper 
body and face green and posed for a 
newspaper story. While Kendra’s injury 
was a punch to FSU’s gut, Bowden still 
likes the potential of his offense. 

“We've got a lot of work to do, but 
we do have a lot of players who have 
the talent to get it done,” Bowden said. 
“We've got a lot of work to do along the 
offensive line, but we’ve probably got 
better depth there than we have had in 
a long time. We really had problems at 


times last year running the football. We 
continued 
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THE OFFENSE WILL THRIVE IF: Dan Kendra can complete a quick, successful rehab of his recon- 
structed right knee and retain the starting quarterback job. ... Chris Weinke is able to step in for Kendra, 
if he cannot return, and display the arm strength and smart decisions that made him the country’s top 
prep signal caller back in — yep — 1989. ... The offensive line jells behind returning starters Donald 
Heaven, Ross Brannon and Jason Whitaker. ... Split end Peter Warrick lives up to expectations as one 
of the country's most exciting players. ... Tailback Travis Minor picks up where he left off last year as the 
ACC's Rookie of the Year. 

THE OFFENSE WILL STRUGGLE IF: Weinke starts slowly and struggles with his decisions. ... FSU 
is unable to punch in short-yardage scores, like at Florida last year. ... The receivers, namely 
Warrick and Laveranues Coles, don’t get untracked. ... The 'Noles’ young offensive line is overpow- 
ered by stronger teams. 

MAIN MEN: They don't get any better, talent-wise, than Warrick and Minor. If Warrick thrives as expect- 
ed, he should receive Heisman Trophy consideration, plain and simple. Minor has the opportunity to be 
one of the program's best ever, even surpassing the numbers put up by a guy named Warrick Dunn. 
SAY HELLO TO: Remember Ron Dugans — he redshirted last season following a thumb injury. Dugans 
was impressive during spring drills, using his size and strength to make the difficult catch. ... Linemen 
Char-ron Dorsey, Otis Duhart and Tarlos Thomas are big, talented dudes who don't intimidate easily. 
Their play could be a huge key to the offensive line. 

SAY GOODBYE TO: Tra Thomas, invest your money wisely. Though only a starter for one year, 
Thomas was the second consecutive tackle from FSU to be selected in the first round of the NFL Draft, 
joining Walter Jones. E.G. Green wasn't the biggest or fastest receiver, but he was a good one, finishing 
with a school-record 29 career touchdown receptions. 

STATISTICALLY SPEAKING: Thad Busby threw for a school-record 3,317 yards last season and the 
’Noles registered 3,740 passing yards overall, averaging 340 per game. ... Minor averaged 5.6 yards per 


carry and finished with 623 yards. ... Warrick averaged 80.4 receiving yards per game. 


lost our power running game and that 
starts with the line. 

“Our skill positions on offense are 
going to be very young, but very good. 
Peter Warrick came on last year and he 
must anchor our passing game. Travis 
Minor played better than | ever hoped he 
would as a freshman at running back.” 


Let’s Get Physical 

Most of FSU’s spring emphasis was 
on the offensive line, which returns three 
starters from last year, but must replace 
NFL first-round selection Tra Thomas at 
tackle and seasoned center Kevin Long. 
The 'Noles implemented this theme dur- 
ing spring drills: Let's get physical. 

“We just want to see if we can be a 
physical team, a team | think we are 
capable of being,” FSU offensive line 
coach Jimmy Heggins said. “That is the 
thing we want to try to accomplish.” 

Heggins is hopeful that spring gains 
will carry over into summer drills. On 
paper, the Noles have a nice balance of 
experience and youth. In fact, most of 
the positions feature experienced youth. 
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Jason Whitaker earned second- 
team All-Atlantic Coast Conference 
honors at split guard as a sophomore 
last year and has over a year of starting 
experience. Sophomore Donald 
Heaven started last year at tight guard 
and should be ready to contend for all- 
conference honors this season. 
However, coaches were unhappy with 
Heaven’s progress during spring, as he 
split time with football and track. 

Ross Brannon started all but two 
games at split tackle as a freshman 
and is expected to benefit from the 
team’s offseason weight program. He’s 
up to around 300 pounds, after arriving 
at FSU at 260. The versatile Jerry 
Carmichael, who can also play guard, 
is expected to push Brannon for first- 
team honors, as he did much of last 
season. Otis Duhart also has plenty of 
potential and is expected to contend for 
playing time, either at tackle or guard. 

“The biggest thing for our young 
kids like Ross Brannon, Carmichael, 
Donald Heaven, is just being confi- 
dent,” Heggins said. “Feeling they can 


play. We were watching breakups 
[1997 film] and they made their share 
of mistakes just like any young kids 
would. But now, [they must make] one 
more step forward — getting bigger, 
stronger, more confident, more mental 
toughness.” 

Depth is also provided by Jeremy 
Brett, Justin Amman and long-snapper 
Clay Ingram. 

The tight tackle position is up for 
grabs. Junior Tarlos Thomas (formerly 
Crumitie), who played sparingly as a 
rookie, has the size and strength to 
hold that slot. Also, Char-ron Dorsey 
moves from the defensive line to offen- 
sive tackle, where his agility — Dorsey 
was an accomplished basketball player 
in high school — makes him a natural. 

The spring’s best battle was at cen- 
ter between Jarad Moon and Eric 
Thomas. Richt said the two were the 
team’s most consistent spring perform- 
ers. Moon emerged as the starter, but 
barely. Also, Thomas is capable of play- 
ing both center and guard, which should 
prove beneficial. Thomas started at 


Ross Brannon and the FSU offensive line 
must step up their play this season. 


SANOf MOI 


center in place of an injured Long as a 
redshirt freshman in 1996. 

FSU also has a void at tight end, 
where Melvin Pearsall finished his 
career with more touchdown receptions 
than any tight end in FSU history (11). 
Pearsall also was an effective run 
blocker, as Richt emphasized the posi- 
tion more than ever in his offensive 
scheme. The ’Noles, however, appear 
to have a number of capable replace- 
ments. Myron Jackson has the strength 
and size, while junior-college transfer 
Nick Franklin is an exceptional blocker. 
Stacy Davis, Ryan Sprague and Carver 
Donaldson provide depth. 


Running Wild 

Travis Minor entered FSU as one of 
its most heralded recruits ever last year. 
He didn’t disappoint. Rebounding from 
an ankle injury suffered in preseason 
drills, Minor earned ACC Rookie of the 
Year honors, rushing for 623 yards on 
112 carries and scoring nine touch- 
downs. Minor also proved to be a capa- 
ble receiver, finishing with 27 receptions 
for 207 yards and two scores. 

Hailing from the same Louisiana 
high school as FSU's career rushing 
leader, Warrick Dunn, Minor glided to 
stardom. His running style is almost 
effortless. Against Virginia, he opened 
the game with an 87-yard touchdown 
run and finished the season averaging 
5.6 yards per rush. Minor was such a 
success that Dee Feaster, who opened 
the season as the starter at tailback, 
was banished to the bench. Feaster 
switched to defensive back during 
spring drills. 

FSU running backs coach Billy 
Sexton had a pleasant problem last sea- 
son, as another talented freshman — 
Davy Ford — showed potential and 
promise. But his story didn’t have the 
same ending as Minor's. Though Ford 
gained 258 yards on 61 carries, he 
injured his knee in practice prior to the 
Sugar Bowl and could be lost for the 
season following reconstructive surgery. 

FSU also lost another tailback in 
Vannez Gooch. Upset over a lack of 
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playing time, Gooch transferred to 
Florida following the season. 

As a result, sophomore Jeff Chaney 
moved from defensive back to tailback. 
After shedding a few pounds from the pre- 
vious spring, Chaney turned out to be a 
pleasant surprise. No, make that a huge 
surprise. He ran with authority and new- 
found quickness, earning kudos from 
Sexton and Bowden alike. 

“| always said I'd do whatever | could 
just to get on the field,” Chaney said. “| 
didn’t care whether it was offense or 
defense. But | thought | could run the ball.” 

FSU's numbers also were helped by 
junior-college transfer Raymont Skaggs, a 
native of Los Angeles. Small but elusive, 
Skaggs struggled with the playbook early 
in spring drills (he enrolled in FSU in 
January), but ended on a strong note. 

The fullback numbers were thin when 
spring opened, but they are still in good 
hands. Lamarr Glenn is the returning 
starter, a solid run blocker who is not afraid 
to plant his facemask in a linebacker’s 
chest. William McCray, who started spring 
drills at tailback but was moved back to 
fullback, is a unique combination of speed 
and strength. 

Billy Rhodes, who switched from 
defensive line, also has similar potential as 
a run blocker. And it’s no secret FSU 
needs to work on its short-yardage offense 
— the 'Noles could not punch in a poten- 
tial game-winning score in the final two 
minutes at Florida. 

Even so, the job description for 
FSU's runners hasn't changed much 
over the years. 

“The tailbacks, they are runners, 
pass receivers and, of course, they 
have to be involved in the pass protec- 
tion,” Sexton said. “For the fullbacks, 
it’s becoming the most physical block- 
ers they can be in the run and the pass. 
It’s simple. We have to be better pass 
blockers, better run blockers, and then 
we have to make things happen once 
we run the ball and catch the ball.” 


Mr. Excitement 
It's this simple: Peter Warrick returns 
as one of the nation’s top players. Warrick 


has averaged 18.0 yards per reception 
over his career and last year gained 884 
yards on 53 catches. He scored eight 
touchdowns through the air, averaging 
more than 44 yards per score. 

Who could forget his performance 
at Clemson, where he had 249 yards on 
eight catches and a pair of touchdowns, 
becoming only the third player in FSU 
history to go over 200 yards in a game. 

Warrick, however, also struggled 
with his consistency and run blocking a 
year ago. He was apt to miss a gimme 
after going horizontal for a catch on the 
previous play. Still, numbers don’t lie. 
Warrick had five or more catches in 
six of FSU's 11 regular-season games 
and exceeded 50 yards in receiving 
nine times. 

Warrick also has switched posi- 
tions, moving from flanker into E.G. 
Green's slot at split end. If Warrick 
was the ‘Noles’ Mr. Excitement last 
season, Green was Mr. Consistency. 
His 29 career touchdown receptions 
set a new school record. While FSU 
will miss Green’s sportsmanship, soft 
hands and solid routes, his leadership 
abilities must also be replaced. Hint, 
hint, Peter Warrick. 

“Pete | think really had a great 
coming-out year,” FSU receivers coach 
Jeff Bowden said. “It’s where he start- 
ed to play with a lot of confidence. | 
think the biggest thing he did in the 
first three games — he had great pro- 
duction, great stats — was that he 
started to set the standard for what to 
do after the catch. 

“That standard started to rub off on 
some of the other guys and raised their 
level of performance. In my mind, it was 
big what he was able to do. Now, he 
has to be the glue in this group of 
receivers. | got to find out if he is willing 
to take that role. | know he has really 
worked hard. He's a very dangerous 
football player.” 

In fact, Bowden is loaded with dan- 
gerous players. 

Laveranues Coles, who is switching 
to Warrick’s position at flanker, has 
tremendous potential. However, he 


continued 


continued 


needs far better consistency. While Coles broke his leg (fibu- 
la) in the spring game, he’s expected to be at full strength for 
summer drills. 

FSU also has a number of young, quality receivers in the 
three- and four-receiver mix, beginning with Ron Dugans, 
Marvin Minnis, Atrews Bell and Germaine Stringer. Dugans, in 
fact, might have been the group’s biggest surprise during 
spring drills, a strong, dependable go-to guy who made a 
number of big plays on the goal line. 

“Ron’s big and strong and he has really improved his 
speed,” Bowden said. “I think Ron is going to fight that pos- 
session label because he has so much more ability than he 
has shown. | think he’s going to be a heckuva football player.” 

Also keep an eye on true freshman Robert Morgan, who 
originally signed with the ‘Noles last year but did not enroll 
until] January. Morgan joined the team after the fall semester 
and impressed coaches during Sugar Bowl practices with out- 
standing speed and precise routes. While Morgan also dis- 
played those skills in spring practice, he needed to be more of 
a threat in scrimmages. 

Minnis, meanwhile, could be one of the unit’s emotional 
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No. Name Ht. 
Laveranues Coles 5-11 
Ron Dugans 6-1 
Robert Morgan 6-0 
Ross Brannon 6-8 
Tarlos Thomas 6-5 
Jason Whitaker 6-5 
Jerry Carmichael 6-4 
Eric Thomas 
54 Jarad Moon 
78 Donald Heaven 
64 Justin Amman 
91 Char-ron Dorsey 
74 Otis Duhart 
84 Myron Jackson 
81 Nick Franklin 
10 Dan Kendra* 
16 Chris Weinke 
14 Marcus Outzen 
31 Lamarr Glenn 
36 William McCray 5-11 
43 Billy Rhodes 6-1 
23 Travis Minor 5-10 
24 Jeff Chaney 6-0 
32 Raymont Skaggs 5-9 
9 Peter Warrick 5-11 
13 Marvin Minnis 6-0 
26 Atrews Bell 5-11 
86 Germaine Stringer 5-7 
Returning starters in Bold. 
* If he recovers from knee surgery. 


leaders. He averaged 14.8 yards per catch on 11 receptions 
last season, but a year of experience is expected to be 
extremely beneficial. Tres Walton, on the other hand, con- 
tinues to battle injuries despite a wealth of talent. Walton 
has undergone four knee operations and his status remains 
in question. 

That could also best describe FSU's situation at quarter- 
back. Bowden has made it clear that Kendra is still the team’s 
starter. That won’t change unless Kendra is unable to report 
to practice Aug. 1. If that’s the case, then the job falls to 
Weinke. While he doesn’t have the scrambling and running 
skills of Kendra or Outzen, Weinke’s best weapons are his 
arm and mind. 

“He needs to make good decisions, just like all of our 
quarterbacks,” Richt said. “He’s physical enough to stand in 
the pocket and read a blitz and hold the ball to the last possi- 
ble moment, and hit the target and take the hit. Chris has pro- 
gressed very well. He took the first year and got as much out 
of it as he could, considering he didn't play a whole lot. He’s 
going to have to be extremely quick on his decisions and very 
smart with his decisions.” @ 


QB has no 


ay 3 WEINKE PREPARED 
FSU 


BY JIM HENRY 


e practiced for four days at 

Florida State in August 1990, 

but never enrolled in school, 

instead leaving for the 
promise of a professional baseball 
career. That was then. 

As a soon-to-be 26-year-old, Chris 
Weinke has come full circle. He’s back at 
FSU, this time enrolled and involved. Pro 
baseball is behind him. This is now. 

“Even when | was playing baseball, 
football blood was still running through 
me,” Weinke says. “Now that | am here, 
it’s even thicker | think. Without a doubt, 
| made the right decision.” 

Due to the injury to Dan Kendra’s 
knee suffered in FSU’s spring game in 
April, Weinke likely will start the ’Noles’ 
opener against Texas A&M in the Kickoff 
Classic at the Meadowlands on Aug. 31. 
Weinke, who played in just two games as 
a freshman last season, promises to be 
prepared. His most noticeable qualities 
are his size, strength and maturity. 

Funny. He has been chasing this 
goal for eight years. 


Then 

Weinke informed FSU coach Bobby 
Bowden of his intentions to sign with the 
Toronto Blue Jays and forego a career in 
college football. By the time FSU players 
reported for the first day of practice in full 
gear, the 18-year-old Weinke was flying 
home to St. Paul, Minn. 

The next morning, he signed a 
$375,000 contract with the Toronto 
Blue Jays. 

“They want me to play strictly base- 
ball,” Weinke said at the time. “They 
said, ‘We want you to get there as fast 
as we can get you there ... it’s either this 
or no deal.’ 

“It made it a little hard to leave 
because of how nice it was down there Former baseball player Chris Weinke could be called upon to lead the ’Noles. 
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Then and Now: Weinke Prepared for Opportunity 


continued 


If he can recover quickly from knee surgery, Dan Kendra could regain his role as FSU’s No. 1 quarterback. 


[at FSU]. But, they [the Blue Jays] gave 
me something that | couldn’t turn down, 
and now | have an opportunity to pursue 
pro baseball a little earlier. This is some- 
thing | might be able to do in three years, 
but if | can do it now, why not now?” 


Now 

Weinke is busy lifting weights and 
throwing (footballs) in preparation for the 
"Noles’ opener. Kendra’s injury has 
stunned the program, Weinke included. 
But, such is athletics. While many 
believe Kendra will make an unprece- 
dented return this season (he’s still listed 
as the team’s starter), Weinke remains 
focused and determined. 

‘{It's] a tough situation not knowing 
what to expect from Dan,” Weinke says. 
“What | am telling myself right now is | 
am preparing to start against Texas A&M 
and that’s the bottom line. If he comes 
back and he’s healthy and ready to go, 
then so be it. But my focus is — it has 
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started already — my focus is to start that 
first game. Whatever happens, happens. 

“But, | can’t be in a situation where | 
don’t know what to expect if he’s back or 
he's not back. So, | set my mind on starting 
that first game. That’s what | am focused 
on and | feel | will be ready and prepared. 
That's the only way to approach it. 

“It's a huge game. That's where all the 
upsets are. Regardless of what happens to 
Danny, | will be ready to play.” 


Then 

The news of Weinke’s signing was 
especially disappointing to FSU baseball 
coach Mike Martin. Martin was hoping to 
play Weinke at first base. 

“It's a big blow to our baseball pro- 
gram,” Martin said. “I was firmly con- 
vinced that he was going to stay here. | 
don’t think there is any question with 
that kind of money dangled in front of 
him, there would be any other thing to 
do but sign.” 


Toronto’s contract was 
for three years. But because 
he did not officially enroll at 
FSU, Weinke retained his 
college eligibility for football if 
baseball didn’t work out. 

“If things didn’t work out, 
sure, that could happen,” 
said Ron Weinke, Chris’ 
father. “My best guess is with 
the type of offer, they are 
not going to be quick to toss 
him aside.” 


Now 

Weinke has fond memo- 
ries of professional baseball. 
He joined the big-league 
team in New York for a quick 
look-see, reported to 
Toronto’s _ Instructional 
League team in Dunedin and 
attended the club’s major- 
league spring training camp 
the following year. 

Weinke worked his way 
through the Blue Jays’ 
ranks. He had good years 
and bad years. He played 
first and third. After opening the 1995 
season in Triple-A, Weinke was moved 
back down to Double-A after hitting a 
buck eighty-one. Still, he kept working, 
wanting to believe he would be in the big 
leagues one day. He also invested his 
money wisely, buying into real estate 
back in St. Paul. 

But something was happening. The 
thoughts of playing college football 
began popping into his head. He began 
to think it would be neat to play on 
Saturdays in front of 80,000 fans in a col- 
lege football stadium like Doak 
Campbell. After reporting to the Blue 
Jays’ Instructional League in ’96, Weinke 
drove from Dunedin to Tallahassee to 
watch FSU play Clemson. He talked 
face-to-face to Bowden for the first time 
since leaving FSU in 1990. 

That ‘90 meeting ended with a 
handshake and promise: Weinke could 
return to FSU with scholarship in hand 
if he ever decided to leave professional 


baseball. After returning to Tally for 
FSU’s regular-season game against 
UF, Weinke knew his baseball career 
was over. 

“The day | left here [for baseball], 
how many guys would say the things 
[Bowden] said to me?” Weinke says. “If 
you want your scholarship back, it will be 
here,’ and he stuck to his word. You don’t 
know how many coaches in the country 
would do that, give a guy a chance to 
come back after not even stepping on a 
football field for seven years. That goes 
to show he’s first-class and the whole 
program is first-class. They've given me 
the opportunity to come back and hope- 
fully | can help them. My way of repaying 
them is being successful at the quarter- 
back position.” 

On his baseball career, Weinke says 
this: “Baseball is a head game. [There 
are] so many ups and downs in baseball. 
There were weeks | went into a slump, 
and in the back of my mind, | would be 
saying what in the heck am | doing here? 
| could be in college [playing football]. 

“Then, you are sitting on a 10-hour 
bus ride, what the heck am | doing? | 
look back now and say that, but | really 
enjoyed that time. But | felt the best thing 
for me was coming back to college foot- 
ball. My first initial thing of making that 
move — really thinking hard — was my 
last year playing Triple-A. | had thoughts 
the year before. | wasn’t playing every 
day and | felt it was turning into more of a 
business than a game. 

“And | signed because | thought | 
was going to enjoy the game, and | did 
for the first five years and | loved it. Then 
all of a sudden the next thing you know 
for no reason, no answers at all, you are 
not playing. Really not enjoying it. And 
then the next year it just wasn’t working 
out. There really wasn’t one day where | 
said | am done with this.” 


Then 

Toronto vice president Pat Gillick 
projected that Weinke would make the 
big leagues in three to four years. 

“He'll play first or third,” Gillick said. 
“We're happy, but it’s unfortunate it can’t 


RACE AGAINST TIME 


Kendra wants knee to heal correctly 
BY JIM HENRY 


Dan Kendra realizes he’s in a race against time, but he’s not going to rush his surgically repaired 
knee. While it’s a well-versed cliché, Kendra is taking it one step at a time. One repetition at a time. 
One day at a time. 

Each morning he awakes to see if his knee feels any better than the previous day. Then, he thinks 
what needs to be accomplished today. 

“| am into healing my body correctly — not as fast as | can,” Kendra said. “A body is going to heal 
quickly if you properly take care of it.” 

And, as the world knows, Kendra is one to properly take care of his body. Head to toe. 

Kendra, Florida State's projected starting quarterback, has been aggressively rehabilitating his right 
knee following surgery on April 9. Kendra tore his anterior cruciate ligament during the spring game 
when he was cleanly tackled high and from behind, as he was flushed from the pocket. 

Many — including FSU coach Bobby Bowden — believe that Kendra, because of his fitness and 
determination, will be ready for the 'Noles' opener against Texas A&M in the Meadowlands on 
Aug. 31. That would mean Kendra's return comes within five months of reconstructive surgery. No 
FSU football player has returned from similar surgery in fewer than seven months. 

“| am trying to get as much info as | possibly can [on the injury and rehab process],” said Kendra, 
who is well aware that San Francisco 49ers receiver Jerry Rice returned from similar surgery last 
season in 15 weeks. 

“| know that time’s not on my side, but in a sense | do have time because | am going to do this the 
right way. | credit most of my [early] healing to my diet, what! eat. Like | said, a body is going to heal 
quickly if you take care of it. 

“If it doesn't heal quickly, | am going to start eating junk food again,” Kendra added, laughing. 

Naturally, Kendra wasn't laughing when the injury happened. In fact, Kendra said the most difficult 
aspect of his early rehabilitation was the strain between his ears, saying, “I was far more screwed up 
mentally, | think, than physically.” 

Not helping matters was the debate concerning Bowden's decision not to put green (non-contact) 
jerseys on his quarterbacks. Bowden was roundly criticized, and Kendra also admitted to thinking 
nasty thoughts. 

“| admit | was PO’d,” Kendra said. “Your initial reaction is to get mad. | am the quarterback. | am 
supposed to be taken care of and | am getting hit. And | was mad, to tell you the truth. 

“Even the announcer [during spring game] on television said, ‘Dan's getting hit every play.’ | guess 
spring football needs to be done because it prepares you for the season, but you are thinking these 
(kind of] injuries shouldn't happen. You don't need this kind of stuff. 

“And for it to happen in spring football ... Gee-whiz. It's like being a Navy Seal and getting shot in 
practice. | probably would have felt better if it happened during the season and | got crushed or some- 
thing. Though it was really a downer, that’s not me. That's football. | am better. | can push on.” 

Kendra, an avid weightlifter and health nut, pushes on with incredible determination. A piece of 
Kendra’s patellar tendon was secured with screws to replace the torn ACL. That tendon was purposely 
stretched during surgery to allow full leg extension and help provide full movement. 

While team physicians believe Kendra will have the muscle strength in the knee area to return this 
season, there's no way to test the strength of the graft without playing. Kendra, who has waited three 
years for his turn to lead FSU, realizes it's going to be his call. 

“| fully understand and expect it’s going to be a difficult decision,” Kendra said. “I don't want to be 40 
and in the weight room not being able to lift and doing something | love because, you know, | rushed 
{into playing] if | wasn’t ready. Now that would make me mad.” 

Kendra also admits to having a better appreciation of those who have undergone similar surgery. His 
daily routine of about three to four hours of rehabilitation has included machines from the Stair Master, 
Nordic Track and treadmill. Let's not forget the countless other exercises, which included pool work. 

“| didn't realize how many ACL injuries there were,” Kendra said. “It kind of makes you think God 
should have designed the knee a little stronger. But, the support has been great. | want to say thanks 
to the people who have sent the letters, the pep talks, the confidence to keep me going. It all really 
helps because | think for anybody that goes through surgery, the first two weeks are bad. The pain. | 
don’t wish it on anybody. 

“Now, it’s just of matter of doing things right.” 


continued 
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work out for everybody. With Deion 
Sanders [the former FSU two-sport star] 
going back and forth [between the 
Yankees and Atlanta Falcons] and [Bo] 
Jackson, we really prefer to have guys 
giving 100 percent to one sport.” 

“I told Coach Bowden — he was 
real understanding,” Weinke said. “He 
let me know there was an opportunity in 
football. But, | explained | had this 
opportunity in baseball, too, and | 
couldn't turn it down.” 


Now 

Weinke figured the biggest adjust- 
ment returning to school would be in the 
classroom. After seven years of reading 
sports magazines and papers, it was 
back to homework and lectures. The 
transition has been just fine, he says. 

On the football field, Weinke has 
worked extremely hard in re-honing his 
skills. His incredible arm strength is still a 
plus. Though considerably rusty with 
ballhandling and footwork last season, 
Weinke has made strides in both areas. 
And there’s no need to worry about film 
work or studying his playbook. Weinke is 
a student of the game. 

These days he’s talking and play- 
ing football. Baseball he watches. But 
that’s okay. 

“Playing three sports all my life [foot- 
ball, baseball, hockey], you write papers 
as kids about wanting to be a profession- 
al athlete,” Weinke says. “Fortunately, | 
didn’t have any serious injuries while 
playing baseball, and now | have the 
opportunity to focus on winning at the col- 
lege level and hopefully get a chance to 
play at the next level. Never would | have 
dreamt of playing two professional sports. 
It's a dream. | feel like | am getting the 
best of both worlds. 

“Even though | wasn’t an everyday 
player at the major-league level, | felt 
that | played professional baseball for 
seven years and felt like | had the abili- 
ty to play up there, but | knew the best 
thing for me was to come back and get 
an education and play college football. | 
couldn’t be happier with where | am at 
right now.” & 


Q&A WITH MARK RICHT 


As Florida State’s offensive coordinator, Mark Richt spends a majority of 
the offseason preparing for the upcoming year. He adds and subtracts from 
his playbook and constantly huddles with his staff for strategy sessions. 
Richt’s past offseason, however, was different in one glaring aspect. 
FSU's quarterback situation is unsettled due to the knee injury suffered 
by starter Dan Kendra in last April's spring game. While Kendra’s return 
is expected — September's a good bet — Chris Weinke will likely start 
the 'Noles’ opener against Texas A&M. Richt chatted with the Osceola 
about his quarterback situation. 


Q: How did Dan Kendra’s injury affect your preparation during the offseason? 

A: It really didn't affect us in the offseason as far as our preparation as a coaching staff. It's going to affect 
Dan Kendra because of the time he’s going to spend rehabilitating an injury rather than dropping back and 
throwing. The closer he gets to the season, we're hopeful he will be able to start the non-contact type 
things and being able to get his arm in the proper shape for the season. 

| think more than anything else, it's going to be a mental confidence issue for Dan as far as when he really 
feels like he is healthy enough to play the type of style he’s used to playing. Or the style that it will take to 
get us up and down the field. That will change. But as far as our mental preparation, it will be the same. 
Danny can still get into the film room. Danny can still study his plays and get himself ready just as he 
would, maybe even more so this summer than he would have if he didn’t have the injury. Because of the 
injury, during that time frame maybe he can spend more time looking at tape and getting the mental end of 
it, which maybe in the long run will be a real blessing for him. 


Q: Knowing Dan like you do, would you be surprised if he’s ready to play [at season's start]? 
A: He will be ready. | think in the month of the September, he will definitely be ready. | don’t think there's 


any doubt of that. Will he be ready at the beginning of August to go full-speed? | don't know. Will he be 
ready to go full-speed by the time the first game rolls around? | think there's a real good chance he will be. 
And | don't think there's any doubt that some time during the month of September, he will be full go. And 
hopefully, it will be the latter part of August — that’s our hope. 


Q: Does anything change scheme-wise with Kendra sidelined? 

A: Again, we have plays that will take advantage of Danny's running ability. And if Danny’s in there, he 
may call that play more often. But whether Danny's in there or not, we will have pretty much the same 
offensive scheme. Certain things you just run more because guys are more comfortable at it or more ath- 
letic, whatever it is. We probably [wouldn't] run as many quarterback draws if it was Weinke, if it was 
[Marcus] Outzen, if it was Kendra. There's a time and a place for a quarterback draw with Weinke in there. 
He's not quite the runner those two are, but he can still get you the first down when you need it. If you 
need him to make a play, he will make you one at times running the ball. It's just not his forté. 


Q: Talk about what Weinke and Outzen bring to the table and what their offseason prepara- 
tions included. 

A: | think Chris’ No. 1 thing physically is maybe to drop a couple of pounds, continue to stay strong, continue 
to work on his agility and quickness. | think he would be better off working on flexibility and quickness rather 
than getting real bulked up. He’s plenty strong enough throwing-wise, he's plenty strong enough physically to 
take the hits he's going to have to take. If he can become a little quicker, | think it will really help him. 

Marcus, his No. 1 thing is to get together with the receivers [during summer] and continue to work on his 
timing and his throwing. And really get up to speed with exactly what we are doing mentally. They all need 
to spend more time in the film room, they all need to spend time studying their playbooks. 

| feel comfortable. This two-a-days we should be able to install at a pretty good rate — as far as the QBs 
are concerned — we may have to slow down just a tad for the linemen but for the most part we have guys 
who know what they are doing. It's going to be a lot of fun. Jared [Jones, incoming freshman] is going to 
have to learn in a hurry. Depending on how Kendra does, Jared could be end up being No. 3 for the first 
game. It just depends on Danny's progress. 
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Losses 
aside, 
‘Noles 

expect to 
dominate 


BY DANIEL MITCHELL 


hen searching for a motto for 
the 1998 season, the Florida 
State defense might want to 
peruse a dictionary of clichés. 

A couple of appropriate phrases 
include: 

“Out with the old, in with the new.” 

“The more things change, the more 
they stay the same.” 

Take your pick. The bottom line is, 
replacing departed stars is nothing new 
for the 'Noles and defensive coordinator 
Mickey Andrews, who is once again 
faced with that task. 

This fall, Andrews must plug holes left 
by the departures of seven starters — six of 
whom were chosen in the NFL Draft. 

Allin a season's work. 

Go back just one year, when “Help 
Wanted” signs were out at both defensive 
end posts, two linebacker spots, at corner- 
back and free safety. Replacements were 
being sought for five NFL Draft picks. 

When off-field trouble hit, resulting in 
two dismissals, two season-long suspen- 
sions and one seven-game suspension, 
Andrews’ task seemed monumental. 

Yet, by season's end FSU ranked 
among the national leaders in rushing 
defense (1st), total defense (3rd), scoring 
defense (8th) and pass-efficiency defense 
(10th). The defense’s performance played 
a huge role in the ‘Noles’ sixth Atlantic 
Coast Conference championship, 11th 
consecutive top-four finish and 12th bowl 
victory in 13 years. 

Ever the perfectionist, Andrews will 
expect — nay, demand — a similar perfor- 
mance in 1998, when the ‘Noles will feature 
youth but talent aplenty. 

“We'll be younger than we were last 
year,” Andrews acknowledged, “but we'll 
be deeper. 

“We don’t have guys that have 
stepped up and left the pack. The others 
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RICK JONES 


Larry Smith was named the ‘Noles’ most dominating 
player during spring drills. 


are still nipping at their heels and when 
you're like that, you give the other guys a 
chance to play in the game to see who’s 
gonna perform the best when it really 
counts the most.” 

Indeed, about half of the defensive 
positions remained up for grabs at the con- 
clusion of spring practice. That competition 
stokes Andrews’ fires, as if he needs it. 

“It really is [fun],” he said, “because 
when they’re competing they have a ten- 
dency to listen to what you’re talking 
about more, because they want every 
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edge they can possibly get. 
You normally have a little 
more discipline, a little 
stronger hunger there to do 
the little things, to do the 
detail. You don’t have com- 
placency when you're not 
way out in front, or when 
you're trying to get out front, 
or to catch up.” 

Andrews went into 
spring ball not sure of much, 
other than the ’Noles’ talent. 
He came out of the month- 
long session encouraged by 
what transpired. 

“There’s no doubt about 
it, there was a great deal of 
progress made,” _ said 
Andrews, not one to hand out 
praise easily. “Anytime you've 
got to go out there and 
replace seven starters, you 
feel like some folks have got 
to find a way to step their 
level up. 

“We're still not a solid 
defense right now, we’re not a 
great defense by a long shot. 
But we've got a chance of 
being special at some point.” 


A Unified Front 

Over the past few seasons, the spot- 
light has slowly shifted from the Seminole 
secondary, once home to the likes of Deion 
Sanders, LeRoy Butler and Terrell Buckley, 
to the defensive front, where recent alumni 
include Derrick Alexander, Peter Boulware 
and Andre Wadsworth. The trend figures to 
continue this fall. 

While there are no household names 
among the unit, there are several who some- 
day will be. In fact, the ’Noles’ front four is 
blessed with at least seven potential stars. 


continued 
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Start on the interior, the domain of 
juniors Jerry Johnson and Larry Smith. 
As sophomores, the pair stepped up big- 
time in the absence of Julian Pittman, 
who didn’t return from suspension until 
the eighth game of the season. Johnson 
and Smith combined for 113 tackles, and 
their 21 tackles-for-loss included 
5.5 sacks. 

Last spring, Johnson and Smith 
proved nearly unblockable by the ‘Noles’ 
offensive line. Both boast superior strength 
and surprising quickness. Want to run on 
the 'Noles? Forget about it. 

“We have two different styles,” Smith 
explains. “Jerry is more of an aggressive, 
bull-rush type and | try to beat the man 
more by using technique. Jerry tries to beat 
“em by using brute strength. We're totally 
different, but we play together very well.” 

The 'Noles become even stronger 
when junior Corey Simon is healthy, which 


admittedly isn’t very often. Despite a laun- 
dry list of injuries and surgeries — the lat- 
est to his left shoulder — hopes are high 
that Simon can finally beat the bug and 
become a full-time contributor. 

Seeing off-and-on action last fall, 
Simon recorded 37 tackles, six for loss, 
and recovered a pair of fumbles. 

“If he can have a healthy year, it'll be a 
big plus for us,” Andrews said, “because he 
is a football player.” 

FSU has no shortage of those at end, 
either, despite the losses of No. 3 overall 
draft pick Andre Wadsworth and third- 
rounder Greg Spires. While that pair accu- 
mulated 26 sacks a season ago, the four 
men who will replace them accounted for 
14 — and all were playing their first season 
of college football. 

With senior Tony Bryant and sopho- 
mores Roland Seymour, Jamal Reynolds 
and David Warren, the beat figures to go on. 


m A 


“| think we've probably got as quality a 
depth and quality a players there as any 
place on the football team,” defensive ends 
coach Jim Gladden asserts. “I feel like 
we've got four defensive ends that can play 
for anybody.” 

Bryant showed huge promise last 
fall, making seven sacks, causing a pair 
of fumbles and returning an interception 
19 yards for a touchdown against Wake 
Forest. Seymour, who split time with 
Bryant when Spires was hurt and later 
as Spires’ backup, was just as solid, 
with six sacks and 28 tackles as a red- 
shirt freshman. 

But while Bryant's 4.52 speed and 
Seymour's strength and instincts make 
them natural pass rushers, neither is a 
shoo-in starter. 

Not on this team. 

Breathing down their necks are 
Reynolds and Warren, who have done 
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THE LOWDOWN 


THE DEFENSE WILL THRIVE IF: The front four is as good as advertised. ... Talent overcomes inexpe- 
rience in the linebacking corps. ... Mario Edwards and Sean Key return in the secondary. ... FSU’s ends 
continue their predecessors’ sack-happy habits. ... Lamont Green and Dexter Jackson slide comfortably 
into leadership roles. 

THE DEFENSE WILL STRUGGLE IF: Injuries plague the interior line. ... Inexperience proves costly at 
linebacker. ... Tay Cody endures a sophomore slump. ... A lot of youngsters don’t grow up in a hurry. 


MAIN MEN: This unit may not be loaded with superstars, but it's not exactly the no-name defense, 
either. Jerry Johnson, Larry Smith and (fingers crossed) Corey Simon comprise a sensational tackle trio 
— perhaps the nation’s best. Green appears ready to fulfill the huge expectations placed on him four 
years ago. Jackson has the best range and nastiest demeanor of any safety you'll see. 


SAY HELLO TO: The super sophs. In David Warren, Jamal Reynolds, Brian Allen, Tommy Polley, 


Abdual Howard, Clevan Thomas and Derrick Gibson — not to mention Cody — the Seminoles have a 
nucleus of extraordinary young talent. All got their first taste of college ball last year and several appear 
ready to become prime-timers this fall. 


SAY GOODBYE TO: An equally amazing array of departing players, from Andre Wadsworth to Greg 


Spires to Sam Cowart to Daryl Bush to Samari Rolle to Shevin Smith. While the Noles seem to have 
the talent needed to replace them, only time will tell how much their leadership is missed. 


STATISTICALLY SPEAKING: Florida State installed a new defensive system, jamming the line of 


scrimmage with up to eight men, in 1996. The ‘Noles have allowed 55.5 rushing yards per game over 
the last two seasons. ... In those same years, FSU has compiled a total of 133 sacks. ... The Seminole 
defense's nemesis, the University of Florida, has averaged 361 yards passing in the schools’ last four 
meetings. The Gators won three of them. 
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nothing to belie the accolades piled upon 
them as high school phenoms. Reynolds 
has been especially impressive thanks to 
a tireless work ethic and a motor that 
never stops. It doesn’t hurt that he’s ox- 
strong (430-pound bench press) and cat- 
quick (4.57 in the 40). 

“If either one of those guys don’t 
come back prepared,” Gladden says of 
Bryant and Seymour, “he'll [Reynolds] 
take their job.” 

If he doesn’t, Warren might. Perhaps 
the most naturally gifted of the lot, 
Warren's skills made him a legend in East 
Texas, a territory which has produced a 
good football player or two. Though he 
doesn’t always play as hard as Reynolds, 
Warren can do practically anything he 
chooses when the mood strikes. 

“The way I'd gauge it, I’d say David 
Warren is on schedule and Jamal is 


ahead of schedule,” Gladden said. 
continued 


Coach Bowden’s left his mark on FSU... 


WE'LL ERASE YOUR 
COLLEGE LOAN. 


If you're stuck with a student loan that's 
not in default, the Army might pay it off. 


If you qualify, we'll reduce your debt- 
up to $65,000. Payment is either 1/3 
of the debt or $1,500 for each year 
of service, whichever is greater. 


You'll also have training in a 
choice of skills and enough 
self-assurance to last you 


the rest of your life. 


Get all the details from 


your Army Recruiter. 


Call Toll Free 
1-800-USA-ARMY. 


Q. 


ARMY. BE ALL YOU CAN BE. 


www.goarmy.com 
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No. Name 
Tony Bryant 
Jamal Reynolds 
Chris Walker 
Jerry Johnson 
Corey Simon 
Bryne Malone 
Ronald Boldin 
Larry Smith 
Corey Simon 
Roland Seymour 
David Warren 
Lamont Green 
Theon Rackley 
Bobby Rhodes 
Brian Allen 
Demetro Stephens 
Bradley Jennings 
Tommy Polley 
Deon Humphrey 
Bobby Rhodes 
Troy Saunders 
Reggie Durden 

12 Abdual Howard 
Dexter Jackson 
Todd Frier 
Shawn McCorkel 
Derrick Gibson 

15 Jean Jeune 

RCB 27 Tay Cody 
8 Clevan Thomas 
Returning starters in Bold. 


Beyond the top seven are a group of 
mostly young players who will struggle for 
playing time, including tackles Bryne 
Malone and Ronald Boldin, and end Chris 
Walker. The 'Noles recruited a stellar group 
of down linemen as well, including Kevin 
Emanuel (Waco, Tex.), Tony Benford 
(Denver, Colo.), Rian Cason (College Park, 
Ga.), Chris Woods (Orlando) and Octavis 
Jackson (Miami). Look for most, if not all, 
of the newcomers to redshirt as freshmen. 


Green Must Fill Void 

Forgive the Seminole linebackers if 
they seem lost at times. Even senior 
Lamont Green may find himself searching 
for guidance. 

“| was talking to him last week,” coach 
Chuck Amato relates, “and he goes, ‘This 
is my fifth year, but there’s only one voice 
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we've ever heard. Without 
him out there, you're always 
waiting for something to hap- 
pen and it never comes. 
Before, even though we 
knew what to do, we made 
sure because he’s the one 
who told us.” 

Green was referring, of 
course, to Daryl Bush. 
Though he went undrafted 
by the pros, Bush was the 
unquestioned leader and 
heart and soul of the 
Seminole defense from 1994 
to 1997. His absence will 
place the leadership burden 
squarely on the shoulders of 
Green, whose time has 
finally come. 

The former USA Today 
prep Defensive Player of the 
Year, Green spent his first 
two years at FSU hounded 
by injuries and expecta- 
tions. He began to emerge 
as a sophomore in 1996, 
when he tallied 44 tackles 
and three sacks as a back- 
up, then seized a starting 
role in 1997. Playing the 
Sam (strong-side) spot, 
Green ranked behind Sam 
Cowart and Bush with 85 tackles, six for 
lost yardage. 

Now moving to the weak side — where 
there are no tight ends to cover — Green 
could enjoy his most productive season yet. 

“Lamont, he's been in the battles and 
we hope that he will be the quarterback of 
the defense,” Amato said. “And he wants to 
accept that role. He'll be in a position 
where he'll be a playmaker, and we expect 
it from him.” 

Green is about the only certainty in the 
linebacking corps, however. The other two 
spots remain up for grabs. 

Bush's post at Mike (middle) figures 
to be filled by sophomore Brian Allen or 
senior Demetro Stephens. While Allen 
boasts superior physical skills, including 
a 500-pound bench press and sub-4.5 
speed, Stephens has the edge in experi- 


ence with 81 career tackles. 

A third candidate, freshman Bradley 
Jennings, enjoyed a breakout spring and 
brings ideal speed and toughness to the 
position. And don’t forget putty man 
Bobby Rhodes, who saved the ‘Noles 
when Bush was injured against Maryland 
and Ohio State. 

Likewise, the strong-side spot features 
a talented sophomore (Tommy Polley) and 
an unproven senior (Deon Humphrey). 
Polley’s pluses include height, instincts and 
good football speed, while Humphrey gets 
the edge in experience. Humphrey, who has 
had a difficult time adjusting from safety, is 
no slouch physically, with a 4.46 clocking in 
the 40 and 440-pound bench press. 

No maiter who starts, Amato says, there 
will be plenty of playing time to go around. 

“Everybody’s in it,” he said. “They’re 
gonna come back and be still fighting for the 
starting jobs. Nothing's sewed up except for, 
hopefully, Lamont. 

“It's good, because they all know 
they've got to work hard this summer and 
they have a chance to play and play a lot. 
And even if they don't start, our seconds are 
gonna play. It might be a week-to-week 
thing, which | think might be a pretty good 
thing, until somebody just pulls ahead.” 

Other potential contributors include 
junior Theon Rackley, who will back up 
Green and could also play the strong side. 
Incoming freshmen Michael Hamilton 
(Madison) and Jerel Hudson (Homestead) 
will have to show some special stuff pretty 
quickly to crack the lineup. 


Secondary Could Get Reinforcements 

Things can only get easier for the FSU 
defensive backfield, which was forced to 
play without three key players last fall. Not 
only will FSU likely get back two of them this 
season, youngsters who cut their teeth last 
year may be ready to contribute. 

Expected to return are Mario Edwards 
and Sean Key, who, after being suspended 
from school for off-field problems, appear to 
have taken the necessary steps to re-enroll 
at Florida State. 

Funny thing is, the Noles do not need 
much help. 

Without Edwards, Key and Robert 


continued 


Defense Preview 


continued 


RICK JONES 


Brian Allen and Tommy Polley (29) bring speed and youth to the FSU linebacking corps. 


Hammond (dismissed), Andrews was 
forced into a five-man rotation at four 
spots throughout 1997. Although it per- 
formed well for the most part, the sec- 
ondary was burned a few times, most 
notably by Jacquez Green’s 63-yard 
catch to set up Florida’s go-ahead score 
in the final minutes. 

“They didn’t play as good as they 
could play because they didn't have any- 
thing left at the end of the game,” Andrews 
said of the unit. “Hopefully, we can get 
back to substituting like we’re used to 
doing and have a better performance. 

“| don’t think it'll be like that this year. 
| think they'll have themselves ready to 
jump in and compete and play.” 

At the very least, Andrews should 
have seven or eight bodies available on 
a regular basis. And there is talent in 
those bodies. 

The returning starters are Tay Cody 
at cornerback and Dexter Jackson at free 
safety. Not a bad starting point. 

Cody came out of nowhere to start 
every game as a redshirt freshman. 
Showing football smarts and savvy 
beyond his years, Cody developed into a 
dependable player who made surprisingly 
few mistakes. He finished the season 
with three interceptions, tied for second 
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on the team, and his 46 tackles ranked 
third among defensive backs. 

“If Tay Cody hadn't come along,” 
Andrews nods, “I don’t know what we'd 
have done.” 

The free safety position is in the 
good hands of Jackson, a senior and 
potential All-America. The former 
quarterback recruit enjoyed a break- 
through season in '97, tallying 81 tack- 
les, picking off a pair of passes and 
batting down 11. Even bigger things are 
expected this fall. 

Gone to the NFL are cornerback 
Samari Rolle and rover Shevin Smith, 
who combined for 10 interceptions and 
19 pass breakups in ’97. No one 
stepped forward to lock up either spot 
during the spring. 

That's where Edwards and Key come in. 

Should they return, don't be surprised 
if both players end up starting. Edwards is a 
big, physical cornerback who saw extensive 
duty as a sophomore in 1996, making 14 
tackles and breaking up three passes. 
Likewise, Key loves contact and once ran 
the 40 in a blistering 4.29 seconds. He 
enjoyed a 33-tackle, three-PBU sophomore 
season and could supplant Derrick Gibson 
as the No. 1 rover. 

“If Mario and Sean do what they’re 


supposed to do and throw 
their names in the mix, it 
makes it even a little more 
competitive,” Andrews said. 
“That's what you want.” 

Senior Troy Saunders is 
another candidate to start at 
corner, though competition will 
be fierce. 

Saunders has enjoyed a 
solid, if quiet, career, making a 
pair of interceptions while 
breaking up 10 passes. He’s 
no stranger to the starting line- 
up, having started four games 
as a sophomore in 1996. He'll 
be pushed by junior college 
transfer Reggie Durden and 
sophomores Clevan Thomas 
and Abdual Howard. 

Stocky and combative, 
Durden fits the mold created 
by former FSU corners like Buckley and 
Clifton Abraham. Thomas and Howard 
played little last fall, but showed dramatic 
improvement during spring drills. 
Andrews won't hesitate to use anybody 
out of this trio. 

“All three of those guys are just neck- 
and-neck,” he said. “It's gonna boil down to 
who does the best job in the summer.” 

If Key’s not the man at rover — the 
position formerly known as strong safety — 
then sophomore Derrick Gibson is. Gibson 
was the only scholarship player available at 
rover last spring and showed exceptional 
playmaking ability. It's no wonder, given 
Gibson's prototypical build (6-1, 200), 
strength (385-pound bench) and speed 
(4.44). Still, the somewhat raw Gibson 
could use a little seasoning. 

Backing up Jackson will be sophomore 
Shawn McCorkel and junior Todd Frier. 
McCorkel brings a love for the game and 
good speed, while the overachieving Frier 
made big strides last spring. Key can also 
play free safety. 

Andrews will welcome three touted 
freshmen to camp in August: safety Chris 
Hope (Rock Hill, S.C.) and cornerbacks 
Stanford Samuels and Malcolm Tatum of 
Miami. Unlike last fall, there is no need to 
rush them into action. & 


Florida 
State’s sack 


masters Set 


defensive 
tone 


BY DANIEL MITCHELL 


ime to play “Name That Position”: 
Skills include the ability to 
get a quick jump off the line of 
scrimmage, separate from your 
man, adjust on the fly if needed and con- 
nect with the quarterback. Size isn’t espe- 
cially important. Those with 4.7-plus 
speed need not apply. 

If you said “wide receiver,” well, you're 
right. But that’s not the answer we were 
looking for. There's another position that fits 
the above description at Florida State: 
defensive end. 

Over the past two seasons, the 
Seminoles have set new standards for how 
defensive end is played at the college level 
by tossing traditional guidelines — tall, 
heavy athletes who play the run first — out 
the window. 

In the process, FSU has shattered 
school records for quarterback sacks and 
sent four ends into pro football, including 
three first-round draft picks. The ‘Noles’ 
current crop of ends is just as promising, 
if not more so. 

As with most football success stories, 
this one can be credited to talented players 
— “remarkable athletes,” defensive ends 
coach Jim Gladden calls his recent pupils — 
working in a scheme that suits their skills. 

“The defense,” Gladden says, “lends 
itself to putting them in positions to make 
plays.” 

And how? 

In 1996, Peter Boulware and Reinard 
Wilson combined for 32.5 sacks, with 
Boulware’s 19 leading the nation and setting 
an FSU single-season mark. The pair fin- 
ished 1-2 in career sacks (Wilson 35.5, 
Boulware 34) and went on to become first- 
rounders in April '97. 

Andre Wadsworth, moving from nose- 
guard, warmed quickly to end in 1997. His 16 
sacks earned him national acclaim and he 
became the ’Noles’ highest draft pick ever, 
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going No. 3 overall to the Arizona 
Cardinals last spring. Not to be 
overlooked, Greg Spires tallied 
10 sacks in just seven full games 
last season and became a third- 
round selection. 

“| don’t know how a guy could 
be more blessed,” Gladden marvels, 
“than to have those kind of guys.” 


Speed Kills 

The formula starts with (sur- 
prise) recruiting. 

When scouting for defensive 
ends, the FSU coaching staff isn’t 
overly concerned with height or 
weight. Instead, speed, change of 
direction and tenacity are the 
favored qualities. 

Boulware, he of the lean 
frame and 4.5 clocking, is a prime 
example. 

“They bring linebackers in, 
bring smaller players in, speed guys, 
guys that aren’t a regular defensive 
end coming in,” he says. “A guy like 
me — | came in at like 215. Bring in 
real agile, athletic guys.” 

Wilson, Boulware and Spires, for exam- 
ple, were linebackers in high school. In fact, 
Wilson and Boulware switched back to 
linebacker in the NFL, and Spires could do 
the same. Only the 6-4, 267-pound 
Wadsworth fits the prototypical defensive end 
mold, and he was a walk-on who grew into 
his frame. 

Similarly, Tony Bryant is the largest of 
FSU’s current ends at 6-4, 268 pounds. 
Roland Seymour, Jamal Reynolds and 
David Warren range between 6-2, 241 
and 6-4, 260. 

It's no secret that the University of Miami 
pioneered the technique of recruiting speedy 
linebacker types, beefing them up, placing 
them in a three-point stance and sending 


Sophomore David Warren looks to follow in the 
footsteps of past FSU greats. 


them after quarterbacks. Gladden acknowl- 
edges the debt to FSU’s rival. 

“We got an awful lot of our thinking from 
Miami, specifically Jimmy Johnson and staff 
in the late-1980s,” Gladden says. “We stud- 
ied them awfully hard and visited with them 
after they left [Miami]. 

“You look for the very best players you 
can get, and then you try to put them in the 
very best scheme that fits their ability. When 
you're recruiting runners and hitters and 
speed folks, you want to put them in an 
attack defense.” 


Getting the Jump 
“Read the ball!” 
Venture out to FSU’s Ed Williamson 


continued 
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practice grounds, over to where the defen- 
sive line works out, and you'll hear that 
command barked over and over. It’s a sim- 
ple phrase that means just that — watch 
the ball, not the man in front of you, and 
take off when it’s snapped. Pronto. 

“When you line up on that end, it’s all 
about keying the ball, getting out of your 
stance and taking off before the guy in front 
of you takes off,” Boulware explains. “A lot of 
guys aren't really looking at the ball, they're 
looking at the man in front of them and what- 
ever the man does, they react to that. Florida 
State is reacting to the ball. We don't really 
care about what he does. We want to get to 
him before he gets to us.” 

Quite a switch from the old read-and- 
react style, in which a defensive lineman 
waited for his adversary to make the first 
move. To adhere to that style with the 
‘Noles’ talent level, says Gladden, “would 
be like putting a muzzle on a Rottweiler 


or a pit bull. You don’t want to do that. 

Gladden explains the modern style: 
“For years, your defensive linemen were 
what you might say — for lack of a better 
word — they were protectors, and your 
linebackers were tacklers. You protected 
the linebackers so they could run and 
make tackles. 

“Our defensive front are not protectors 
anymore, they’re penetrators, and the 
linebackers are sort of on their own. We've 
sort of turned them (linemen) loose out there 
to just go get the football, and not restricted 
them with a lot of, if they do this, we do that.” 

Case in point: Wilson led the ’Noles 
with 105 tackles in ’96. 

The present scheme also breaks from 
tradition by allowing the ends to look for the 
pass first, then react if the play is a run. “With 
that philosophy in mind,” says Gladden, “you 
get a lot of tackles for losses, you get a lot of 
sacks, you make plays on reverses.” 


If it sounds like the ’Noles simply recruit 
great athletes, wind ’em up and let ’em go, 
that’s not exactly the case. 

“There is some method to this mad- 
ness,” Gladden insists. “They're not just run- 
ning up the field like a blind dog in a meat 
house. Obviously, if you did that they [the 
offense] would trap you to death; you’d run 
right by the football. They've [the ends] got 
some keys in there, they've got some red 
flags in their progression. 

“A red flag is if | don’t get blocked, don't 
penetrate air. That's pretty simple. That's a 
very clear-cut picture that you can paint 
behind the dumbest guy's eyelids. | know if 
it's a pass the tackle’s gonna block me. If he 
don't block me, | know something's up. 

“The whole purpose of this defense is 
to make the ball make an east or a west cut 
that it doesn’t want to make. To take away 
the north-south running lanes and make it 


go east and west. Once you [do that], now 
continued 
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GLADDEN ON HIS GREATS 


Jim Gladden is either the best coach around or the luckiest. 

Either way, the 23-year veteran of the Florida State staff can boast of coaching 
three All-America defensive ends the past two seasons, all of whom became 
first-round picks in the NFL Draft. 

Moving from outside linebackers to ends — which he had coached earlier in his 
career — in 1996, Gladden became mentor to Peter Boulware, Reinard Wilson 
and, in 1997, Andre Wadsworth. The three combined to terrorize opposing 
quarterbacks and set several school records. 

“There are guys that coach a whole lifetime,” Gladden says, “and never coach 
a single guy like any of those guys.” 

Gladden discusses his prized pupils. 


Peter Boulware 


Gladden says: “Pete probably was the most talented of all of them. He had the most speed and the most 


agility, the best body control of all of them. 


“He was not a naturally big, big guy, he was a basketball-player-looking guy. He had to work on strength 
and build his body up to get stronger and to get weight on him to play at the level he’s at. 

“If Pete could stay on the outside on the corner, that’s where he wanted to play. It's not that Pete was a 
coward — he's certainly not that — but just because of his body structure and because of his strength, he’s 


a survivalist and he didn't want to go in there where it was all the gruntin’ and groanin’. 
“Pete is an upfield pass rusher. That is his greatest asset.” 


Reinard Wilson 


Gladden says: “The toughest, and probably the guy that played the hardest of all of those guys, was 
Reinard. Reinard was the toughest guy I've ever coached, and Reinard Wilson loved football more than any 
guy I've ever coached in my career. Maybe the toughest guy I've ever seen come through here. 

“He was a ferocious football player. But yet Reinard would never hurt anybody intentionally. Reinard just 


played the game like it was meant to be played. 


“Reinard has great instincts. He’s not as fast as Pete and probably not as fast as Andre, but he’s more 
relentless than either one of them. There is no stumbling block to him, there is no barrier that he won't try to 


break down. 
“He was a pleasure to work with.” 


Andre Wadsworth 


Gladden says: “Andre is a combination of both Pete and Reinard. He has good speed like Pete and he can 
get off the corner and run by ‘em, and he’s got the power and the strength of Reinard. In fact, he probably 
has more power than Reinard because he's got more weight. For Andre’s weight, Andre's got great speed 


and outstanding strength. 


“Andre probably has the greatest leg strength of any guy that's come through here. If you were gonna draw 
up a football player’s body, the prototype, it would be Andre.” 


you've got a chance because you can run 
it down with speed.” 


Sack Attack 

While the style has certainly proved 
effective at stopping the run — the 'Noles 
led the nation in rushing defense (51.9 ypg) 
last fall — it is FSU's pass rush which 
strikes the most fear in offenses. Over the 
past two regular seasons, FSU has 
dragged down opposing quarterbacks a 
whopping 132 times, including 78.5 by its 
defensive ends. 

Boulware, who led NFL rookies with 
11.5 sacks last season at Baltimore, extols 
the virtues of pressuring the quarterback: 
“Tackles are fun, they're alright, but sacks are 
really what do it for you. Sacks are really the 
big play the defense is looking for. The more 
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sacks you get, the better. If you get a sack, 
basically that drive is ruined.” 

In fact, adds Boulware, “As long as you 
can get in [the quarterback’s] face and make 
him move out of the pocket and make him 
have to notice you and not notice his 
receivers, you really have done a good job.” 

The pass rusher’s mentality, Boulware 
adds, must be one of invincibility. 

“It's just a matter of getting on that 
end and wanting to get there, every time,” 
he says. “Having an attitude where this 
guy in front of me is not gonna block me 
and can’t block me. You have to think...I’m 
unstoppable.” 


Cycle Has Begun 
Swollen sack totals have positive by- 
products, namely All-America honors and 


Peter Boulware helped set the standard 
for defensive end play at FSU. 


NFL careers for those who compile them. 
Thus begins a self-perpetuating cycle. 

“(Recruits] choose a school because 
they like so-and-so,” Gladden notes. “They 
play that position and they want to be like 
him. I'm sure that the [basketball] kids that go 
through the University of North Carolina all 
want to be like Mike.” 

Okay, so “Be like Reinard” doesn’t 
have quite the same ring. That hasn't 
stopped prospects from lining up on Florida 
State’s doorstep. 

Warren, for instance, was the top defen- 
sive prospect in America in 1997, a prep 
superstar whose recruitment was hugely 
hyped in his home state of Texas. But rather 
than please the natives and stay close to 
home, Warren chased his dream of chasing 
quarterbacks at FSU. 

“Texas has a fine program,” Warren said 
then. “Florida State has a better program, 
and a great defensive scheme.” 

One which he and his mates figure to 
thrive in the next couple of years. 

“They're just what you want,” Gladden 
says of his new cast. “You couldn’t go out 
and draw 'em up any better. If they do what 
they should do, they'll be the best.” 

And the beat will go on. & 


could make 


Returnees 


kicking 
game click 


BY DANIEL MITCHELL 


f the offense and defense can over- 

come the loss of numerous veter- 

ans, Florida State may have a trump 
card up its sleeve: special teams. 

A full house of returnees — including 
kicker Sebastian Janikowski, punter Keith 
Cottrell and a wealth of return men — 
gives coach Bobby Bowden a sense of 
security about this crucial area. 

“A great kicking game,” Bowden 
says, “is just like holding an extra ace in 
your hand. It allows you to take some 
chances on offense and defense that 
you might not take if you’re unsure of 
your special teams. 

“| don’t know when I’ve had every- 
body return like this year. We’ve got 
snappers, returners, holders — the 
whole package is back.” 

The ‘Noles’ hand starts with 
Janikowski, a phenom with astounding 
leg strength and surprising accuracy, 
and includes Cottrell, who turned in a 
solid-if-unspectacular freshman season, 
as well as Peter Warrick, perhaps the 
nation’s most dangerous punt returner. 
Add deep snapper Clay Ingram, a two- 
year starter, and returning holder 
Marcus Outzen and, well, FSU’s deck 
appears stacked. 

How different from a year ago, when 
Janikowski and Cottrell, not to mention 
Outzen, were untested freshmen. 

“This time a year ago we didn’t have 
a punter or kicker,” Bowden nods. “Now, 
at least we've got two veterans coming 
back and I'll take that veteran over a lot 
of things.” 


Janikowski: Believe the Hype 

Living up to enormous hype, 
Janikowski turned in a sensational 
freshman season in 1997. His regular- 
season numbers: 16 of 21 on field goal 
attempts (.761), 37 of 39 on PATs and 
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42 of 84 kickoffs going 
for touchbacks. Highlights 
included a school-record 56- 
yard field goal against Wake 
Forest, a pair of 40-plus- 
yarders versus Maryland 
and three field goals at 
Florida. 

Accordingly, Janikowski 
was named a freshman All- 
America by The Sporting 
News. 

Not bad for a soccer 
player competing in his 
second year of American 
football. 

Like his predecessor, 
Scott Bentley, Janikowski 
defies the stereotype of 
kickers not being athletes. 
Despite weighing a paunchy 
265 pounds, Janikowski has 
run the 40-yard dash in 4.7 
seconds and can vertical 
jump over 30 inches. The 
native Pole’s soccer exploits 
are legendary at Daytona 
Beach Seabreeze High 
School, where he set a state 
record for goals as a senior 
— after turning down a 
lucrative pro contract to play 
in South America. 

Now a legitimate All- 
America candidate, Janikowski must 
avoid the dreaded sophomore slump. 
He showed signs of a letdown during a 
mediocre spring, culminating with a pair 
of missed field goals in the Garnet & 
Gold Game. The fact that his miscues 
came from 57 and 58 yards mattered 
little to Bowden, who expects perfection 
from Janikowski. 

“He seems to be getting it there,” 
Bowden said afterward, “but he’s not as 


Sebastian Janikowski boasts the strongest leg in 
FSU history. 


accurate as he’s got to be. He should not 
miss with that leg he’s got.” 

Though lacking Janikowski’s power, 
Cottrell, too, showed promise as a 
freshman. In his first collegiate game, 
Cottrell made up for a dropped snap by 
averaging a season-high 42.7 yards 
against Southern Cal. His next-best 
game, average-wise, came amid the 
deafening noise at Florida Field, where 
he averaged 41.3 yards on six boots. 
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THE SPECIAL TEAMS WILL THRIVE IF: Sebastian Janikowski picks up where he left off. ... Keith 
Cottrell shows typical freshman-to-sophomore improvement. ... Peter Warrick continues to return punts. 
... The 'Nole blockers avoid silly penalties. ... Youthful enthusiasm creates ferocious coverage units. 
THE SPECIAL TEAMS WILL STRUGGLE IF: Janikowski falls victim to a sophomore slump. ... Cottrell 
doesn't improve his hang time. ... Warrick backs out of the return game and FSU can't find a suitable 
replacement. ... FSU doesn't improve its kickoff returns. ... Youngsters commit youthful errors on 


returns and coverage. 


MAIN MEN: In Janikowski, the "Noles have (potentially) one of the all-time greats. Extraordinary leg 
strength, uncanny accuracy — the “Polish Powder Keg’ is the total package. Likewise, Warrick is the 
slickest punt returner around, with a demonic mix of shiftiness and acceleration. 

SAY HELLO TO: A bevy of potential return men, including Reggie Durden, Talman Gardner, Greg 
Moore, Raymont Skaggs and Malcolm Tatum. One of them, possibly Durden, could fill in ably for 
Warrick on punts, while the ‘Noles could use a game-breaker on kickoffs. 

SAY GOODBYE TO: Unlike the 'Noles' offense and defense, the special teams return virtually every 
important cast member — from snapper Clay Ingram to holder Marcus Outzen to kickers and return 
men. Bonus; Most of FSU's blockers and coverage specialists are back, too. 

STATISTICALLY SPEAKING: The ‘Noles averaged a meager 19.5 yards on kickoff returns and hada 
net punting average of just 33.0 yards — placing eighth and ninth, respectively, in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference. ... FSU’s punt retum average of 14.0 yards was best in the ACC and 10th nationally. ... 
Janikowski booted exactly half (42 of 84) of his kickoffs into or through the end zone for touchbacks. 


Cottrell finished the season with a 
38.4-yard average on 58 punts, compa- 
rable to Sean Liss’ freshman average of 
39.3 yards. However, the ‘Noles’ net- 
punting average of 33.0 yards ranked 
dead last in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference and 106th nationally. 

Notes Bowden: “Cottrell was good on 
punts (last year) and should get stronger.” 


Many Happy Returns 

Warrick is merely the latest in a line 
of great FSU return men, which stretches 
from Deion Sanders to Terrell Buckley to 
Tamarick Vanover to Corey Sawyer. 
Heady company for sure, but Warrick has 
proved he belongs. 

Take last year’s Clemson game, for 
example. With the ‘Noles clinging to a 
21-17 lead early in the fourth quarter, 
Warrick fielded a punt on his own 10- 
yard line, zigged, zagged and weaved 
through the Tiger defense and, 90 yards 
later, scored the touchdown which gave 
FSU an 11-point cushion. (For good 
measure, Warrick caught eight passes 
for 249 yards and two more scores in 
that game.) 

Warrick finished the year with a 
13.4-yard average on 29 returns, ranking 
second in the ACC and 17th nationally. 
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And don’t forget the three touchdowns 
Warrick had nullified by penalties. 

“He can break it,” understates 
defensive coordinator Mickey Andrews, 
who oversees the punt return unit. “He 
can make somebody miss him.” 

The past two seasons, Warrick has 
shared duties with Dee Feaster, who 
actually exceeded Warrick with a 14.7- 
yard average on 14 attempts last year. 
The season prior, Feaster took two punts 
back for touchdowns. 

However, Feaster has a history of 
slippery fingers, something Andrews 
will not tolerate when it comes time to 
pick a starter this fall. 


“The first thing we'll do is get em all 
back there and see who can catch the 
ball,” Andrews said. 

“You'd have to think that Peter and 
Dee, they've done it, so somebody will 
have to go back there and show they 
can do it better than them.” 

Newcomers who could get a look 
include Reggie Durden, Malcolm Tatum, 
Greg Moore and Talman Gardner. All 
are burners. 

They could also get a shot on 
kickoff returns, where the ‘Noles were 
lacking last season. Six players 
shared duties, yet none could muster 
better than a 23-yard average. 
Germaine Stringer (21-yard average 
on 13 attempts) and Laveranues Coles 
(21.1 average on 8 attempts) saw the 
most action, though neither excelled. 
The ‘Noles’ season-best was a 38- 
yarder by Stringer. 

As usual, Florida State’s special 
teams will be manned by mostly 
younger players. Several of them have 
showed a knack for making plays, 
including linebackers Tommy Polley and 
Brian Allen, each of whom blocked a 
punt last season. They also helped FSU 
hold foes to average returns of 9.6 yards 
on punts and 20.9 yards on kickoffs. 

Other special-teamers to watch 
include head-hunting sophomores 
Shawn McCorkel and Jean Jeune, plus 
hard-hitting freshman Bradley Jennings. 
Special teams vets like Demetro 
Stephens, Theon Rackley and Chris 
Walker could also contribute. 


Player 

Sebastian Janikowski 
Sebastian Janikowski 
Keith Cottrell 

Clay Ingram 

Marcus Outzen 

Peter Warrick 
Germaine Stringer 


Laveranues Coles 


* All players are returning starters. 


Ht. 
6-1 
6-1 
6-2 
6-1 
6-2 


5-7 


SALES 
LEASING 


PARTS 
SERVICE 


= a — 
<CivEs YOU: HE iC 
= SS ” 5 
Champion Main Lot Champion Auvtomart 
3127 West Tennessee St. < 3899 West Tennessee St. 
576-4000 575-8499 


For Six seasons, 
Florida State has 
proved to be 


unbeatable at 
Doak Campbell 
Stadium 


COMPILED BY 
DANIEL MITCHELL 


ovember 16, 1991, was one dark 

day in Florida State football history. 

On an_ otherwise sunny 

Tallahassee afternoon, the top- 
ranked Seminoles succumbed to No. 2 
Miami in the original “Wide Right” game, 
painfully punctuated by Gerry Thomas’ 
missed 34-yard field goal that handed the 
Hurricanes a 17-16 victory. 

But that day — at a time when Jeb 
Bush's father was president, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger terminated the box-office 
competition and the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered a hair under 3,000 points 
— would give way to lots of bright ones over 
the next six seasons. Thirty-four, to be 
exact. And counting. 

Florida State lost nary a game in Doak 
Campbell Stadium from 1992 to 1997, a 
streak which will be tested this year when 
Southern Cal, North Carolina, Virginia and 
Florida are among the scheduled visitors. 
Only Nebraska, with 42 consecutive wins in 
Lincoln, is riding a longer current streak. 

With an eye on this year’s splendid 
home slate, let's look back at some of the 
glorious moments of recent Doak Campbell 
history. 


Doak’s Dandy Dozen 

The Osceola's choices as the 12 most 
significant games in the Seminoles’ six-year 
home unbeaten streak. 
1. FSU 24, Florida 21 Nov. 30, 1996 

Summary: In only the fourth season- 
ending meeting of undefeated teams in col- 
legiate history, No. 2 FSU topples 
top-ranked Florida in front of the biggest 
crowd (80,932) in Campbell Stadium history. 
The 'Noles jump to a 17-0 lead before 
Danny Wuerffel leads the Gators back to 
within three, 17-14. Thad Busby drives FSU 
75 yards for a touchdown and a 24-14 lead 
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with 7:15 remaining, and the ‘Noles hang 
on to win. 

Stats: Warrick Dunn slices the Gator 
defense for 185 yards on 24 carries. 
Wuerffel passes for 362 yards but tosses 
three interceptions, while Busby’s 124 yards 
prove good enough. The ‘Noles sack 
Wuerffel six times and knock him down at 
least 19 others. 

Significance: The sweetest of 
Seminole victories at the time, this game 
touched off a raucous celebration in which 
Doak Campbell Stadium’s goal posts were 
uprooted, as well as much of the field (which 
never recovered). Of course, the triumph 
lost a lot of luster when the Gators backed 
into a Sugar Bowl rematch and claimed their 
first national title with a 52-20 victory. But 
"Noles fans will always have November 30. 

Quoting: “It's got to go up there high 
because they were No. 1 and we were No. 
2, and | wasn’t sure we could win. This is a 
game I'll appreciate more and more the 
longer | look back on it.” — Bobby Bowden 
2. FSU 28, Miami 10 Oct. 9, 1993 

Summary: No. 1 FSU strikes for three 
big scoring plays — Sean Jackson's 69- 
yard run, Matt Frier’s 72-yard catch and 
Devin Bush's 40-yard interception return — 
to turn back the third-ranked Hurricanes. 

Stats: Charlie Ward completes 21 of 31 
passes for 256 yards and adds a two-yard 
touchdown run. Freshman Warrick Dunn 
rushes six times for 67 yards, including a 
27-yard run with FSU's first direct-snap play 
of the year to convert a crucial third down. 
Florida State averages 7.4 yards per play 
while limiting UM to 320 total yards. 

Significance: Florida State beats the 
‘Canes — who had knocked the ‘Noles out of 
four other potential titles — for the first time 
since 1989. After losing two consecutive 
years “Wide Right,” the ‘Noles would not be 


denied. Bush's interception of a Frank Costa 
pass seals the deal with 4:59 remaining and 
touches off a cathartic celebration. 

Quoting: “| thought of '87, 88, '90, '91, 
'92. | really did not feel comfortable until 
Devin picked that ball off and ran for a 
touchdown.” — Bowden 
3. FSU 31, Florida 31 Nov. 26, 1994 

Summary: Trailing 31-3 entering the 
fourth quarter, Florida State's furious rally 
catches the Gators by game’s end. Danny 
Kanell hits 18 of 22 passes for 232 yards 
and a touchdown in the final period, and 
Rock Preston's four-yard run (plus Dan 
Mowrey’s PAT) completes the comeback 
with 1:45 remaining. 

Stats: Kanell finishes 40 of 53 for 421 
yards and a score, rushing for a TD as well, 
Kez McCorvey pulls down nine passes for 
127 yards. UF's Danny Wuerrfel throws for 
304 yards and three touchdowns. After 
scoring on their first possession of the third 
quarter, the Gators manage just 53 yards 
and three first downs. 

Significance: The lone “blemish” of 
the streak is perhaps the greatest non-win in 
FSU annals. Florida State ties the NCAA 
record for the biggest fourth-quarter come- 
back, stunning its arch-rival. The teams play 
a “Fifth Quarter in the French Quarter,” and 
FSU wins the 1994 Sugar Bowl, 23-17. 

Quoting: “I’ve never had a tie feel as 
much like a win. | couldn't believe it could 
happen, Our players really showed what 
they're made of. They just would not quit.” 
— Bowden 
4, FSU 62, N.C. State 3 Nov. 20, 1993 

Summary: The 'Noles, coming off a 
31-24 loss to Notre Dame in the “Game 
of the Century,” score 14 points before 
five minutes elapse en route to a rout of 
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the Wolfpack. Florida State grabs a 34-3 
halftime lead and pours on 28 more in the 
second half, missing its fifth shutout of 
the season on Steve Videtich’s 46-yard 
field goal. 

Stats: FSU rolls up 553 yards of 


Doak Campbell Stadium has been the 
site of many great Seminole conquests 
the past six seasons. 


offense, including Ward's 278 passing 
yards. The Seminole defense claims six 
turnovers as FSU enjoys a 38:33 to 21:27 
edge in time of possession. 

Significance: Down in the dumps after 
their loss to Notre Dame, the ‘Noles receive 
a monumental break when Boston College 
tops the Fighting Irish 41-39 earlier in the 
day. In fact, the 'Noles watch the end of the 
ND-BC game at Burt Reynolds Hall and go 
berzerk when Eagles kicker David Gordon's 
game-winning 41-yarder splits the uprights. 
Given a shot at redemption, Florida State 
destroys a bowl-bound Wolfpack team and 
reclaims the top spot in the AP poll. 

Quoting: “Today, the spirit went 
through us in the parking lot.” — FSU’s 
Corey Sawyer on the celebration following 
Notre Dame’s loss. 

5. FSU 45, Florida 24 Nov. 28, 1992 

Summary: Corey Fuller’s first-quarter 
interception sets up a 10-yard touchdown 
run by Sean Jackson, giving FSU a lead it 
does not relinquish. The ’Noles run up a 38- 
17 halftime lead and coast to victory. 

Stats: Charlie Ward passes for 331 
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yards and adds one of FSU's five rushing 
touchdowns. The Seminole defense limits 
UF to minus-33 net rushing yards, a school 
record. Linebacker Marvin Jones dominates 
with a 14-tackle performance on his way to 
winning the Butkus and Lombardi awards. 


Significance: FSU claims its fifth 
victory in six tries against Florida, then roots 
for the Gators to upset Alabama in the SEC 
Championship Game to give the ‘Noles a 
shot at the national title. Alas, the Gators 
lose (and that’s probably the last time you'll 
read those words on these pages). Plus, 
FSU secures its sixth straight 10-win sea- 
son, making Bowden the first to accomplish 
the feat. 

Quoting: “Today we were outplayed, 
outcoached and they were by far the best 
team on the field." — UF coach Steve 
Spurrier 


6. FSU 69, Maryland 21 Nov. 7, 1992 


Summary: Piling up 11 school and 
six ACC records, Florida State com- 
pletes a perfect (8-0) mark in its first 
season in the conference. The 'Noles do 
not punt or commit a turnover against 
the Terrapins. 

Stats: Among the school and league 
records shattered are total yards (858) 
and first downs (40). Ward passes for 395 
yards and runs for 111, for an FSU-record 
total of 506. 

Significance: The shotgun offense 
(a.k.a. the Fastbreak), unveiled at 
Georgia Tech three weeks earlier, makes 
a smashing Doak Campbell debut. The 


Ward-led attack would pace the ‘Noles to 
a national title the following year. 
Quoting: “There is definitely a place 
for the shotgun. Boy, if | was sure the gun 
was the way to go, I'd throw everything 
else out and go right with it." — Bowden 


7. FSU 41, Miami 17 Oct. 7, 1995 


Summary: The ‘Noles have their way 
with former nemesis Miami, chalking up 
495 total yards while limiting the Hurricanes 
to 223. Danny Kanell throws three touch- 
down passes, including two to Andre 
Cooper, while UM's Ryan Clement endures 
a miserable first start. 

Stats: Warrick Dunn goes for 184 
yards and one touchdown, killing the ‘Canes 
yet again. Florida State is penalized 12 
times for 118 yards. 

Significance: A Miami program in the 
early stages of decline visits Tallahassee and 
gets spanked by a team the ’Canes used to 
own. Deion Sanders’ jersey is retired in a 
pregame ceremony and “Prime Time” gives 
the ‘Noles a pep talk in the locker room. 
Must've worked. 

Quoting: “All week long [Miami] people 
had been talking and talking in the papers, 
talking the whole while. That kind of got us 
boosted up. We felt that we had a point to 
prove." — FSU linebacker Sam Cowart 


8. FSU 13, North Carolina OSept. 28, 1996 


Summary: Playing in a downpour, 
the Seminoles and Tar Heels find each 
others’ defenses — nationally ranked first 
and second, respectively — practically 
impenetrable. Dexter Jackson sets up 
two FSU scores with blocked punts as 
the 'Noles escape 11th-ranked UNC's 
upset bid. 

Stats: FSU's 213 total yards mark its 
lowest output in 12 years, but the Tar Heels 
muster just 187. Thad Busby passes for 
just 65 yards. FSU converts one of 12 third 
down attempts and gets its initial first down 
with 9:00 left in the second quarter. 
Defensive ends Peter Boulware and 
Reinard Wilson combine for 4.5 of the 
‘Noles’ eight sacks, as the Tar Heels can't 
penetrate past the FSU 33. 

Significance: A defensive battle 
royal goes to the ‘Noles and sparks early 
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talk of the 1997 showdown in Chapel Hill, which would be billed 
as the biggest game in league history. 

Quoting: “All week we kept hearing North Carolina’s 
defense was better than Florida State's defense. It was a good 
victory. | loved it.” — FSU noseguard Andre Wadsworth 
9. FSU 47, Miami 0 Oct. 4, 1997 
Win No. 30 

Summary: The humbled Hurricanes prove no match for the 
Noles, who hand UM its worst defeat since 1944. The loss drops 
Miami to 1-4 on its way to a 5-6 season, the ‘Canes’ first losing 
campaign since 1979. 

Stats: Florida State’s top-rated rushing defense shackles 
Miami, which totals minus-33 yards on the ground. Thad Busby 
completes 20 of 31 passes for 230 yards and two scores. 
Samari Rolle snares two interceptions, including one to 
preserve the shutout. 

Significance: Another easy win, FSU’s third in a row, over the 
formerly formidable Hurricanes. Florida State’s largest margin of 
victory in the series’ history. 

Quoting: “We've been in so many close games with those 
guys, it was nice to take it to them. They're not the same caliber of 
Miami team that we've faced before. But everybody on our team 
got it in gear, didn’t worry about that and we beat them 47-0. That 
doesn't happen all the time.” — Busby 
10. FSU 31, Virginia 24 Oct. 26, 1996 
Win No. 26 

Summary: Florida State overcomes a feisty effort by the 
Cavaliers in front of 80,237 fans, second most in Campbell Stadium 


TALE OF THE TAPE 


Facts and figures from the streak, 


FSU's overall record: 33-0-1 
Aggregate score: FSU 1,552, Opponents 402 
Nit. = a ae 
FSU under 20 points: 

FSU 20-29 points: 

FSU 30-39 points: 

FSU 40-49 points: 

FSU 50-59 points: 

FSU 60-69 points: 

FSU 70+ points: 

Opponent under 10 points: 
Opponent 10-19 points: 
Opponent 20-29 points: 
Opponenbsdsd polis! ee aa aa 
Largest margin of victory: 63 points (vs. Tulane, 1992) 
Smallest margin of victory (excluding tie): 3 points (vs. Florida, 1996) 
Record vs. ranked teams: 10-0-1 
Record vs. Miami and Florida: 5-0-1 
Record vs, ACC: 25-0 
Average score; FSU 44.3, Opponents 11.5 
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history. The 'Noles trail 17-14 at halftime, but respond with 17 
unanswered points after intermission — including Rock Preston's 
42-yard touchdown run with 5:52 to play — to put UVa away. 

Stats: Thad Busby hits 25 of 36 passes for 316 yards, while 
Warrick Dunn totes 26 times for 131 yards and a 48-yard TD. UVa's 
Tiki Barber picks up where he left off the year before with 150 yards 
and a score. 

Significance: Florida State avenges its lone ACC defeat, 
which came a year earlier in Charlottesville, Va., when the Cavs 
stopped Dunn inches shy of the goal line as time expired. Ah, 
sweet revenge. 

Quoting: “This is good for the conference. This is the kind of 
game people will come back to see again. There’s some pretty 
good teams in this dadgum conference.” — Bowden 


11. FSU 57, Clemson 0 
FSU 51, Georgia Tech 0 
Wins No. 7 & 8 
Summary: Top-ranked Florida State pelts a pair of teams 
which took the ‘Noles to the limit the previous season. Playing its 
first game in newly expanded Campbell Stadium before 74,991 


Sept. 11, 1993 
Oct. 2, 1993 
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Central Florida Fire Fighters Council Hall, 
4005 N. Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando. 
Featured — Food and Beverages, and 


Guest Speakers, Fun, Fellowship and Fraternity 


ANNUAL FALL FOOTBALL KICKOFF BBQ 
Saturday, August 22, 1998 
Special Guest Gene “Voice of the Seminoles” Deckerhoff! 


www.Orlando-Seminoles.com 
24-Hour Information Hotline (407) 648-0512 


4l 


continued 


A game-by-game look at Florida State’s 34-game unbeaten streak at Doak Campbell Stadium. 


Year Date Victim Score} Year Date Victim 
1992 Sept. 5 Duke 48-21 1995 Sept. 16 N.C. State 
1992 Sept. 26 Wake Forest 35-7 1995 Sept. 23 Central Florida 
1992 Oct. 10 North Carolina 36-13 1995 Oct. 7 Miami 
1992 Nov. 7 Maryland 69-21 1995 Oct. 14 Wake Forest 
1992 Nov. 14 Tulane 70-7 1995 Oct. 21 Georgia Tech 
1992 Nov. 28 Florida 45-24 1995 Nov. 18 Maryland 
1993 Sept. 11 Clemson 57-0 1996 Sept. 7 Duke 
1993 Oct. 2 Georgia Tech 51-0 1996 Sept. 28 North Carolina 
1993 Oct. 9 Miami 28-10 1996 Oct. 5 Clemson 
1993 Oct. 16 Virginia 40-14 Oct. 26 Virginia 
1993 Oct. 30 Wake Forest 54- Nov. 16 Southern Miss 
1993 Nov, 20 N.C. State 62- Nov. 30 Florida 
1994 Sept. 3 Virginia 41-17 Sept. 13 Maryland 
1994 Sept. 24 North Carolina 31-18 Oct. 4 Miami 
1994 Oct. 22 Clemson 17-0 Oct. 18 Georgia Tech 
1994 Oct. 29 Duke 59-20 Nov. 1 N.C. State 
1994 Nov. 26 Florida 31-31 Nov. 15 Wake Forest 


The Largest Selection of Licensed Florida State 
Sportswear and Accessories in Central Florida is at 


SEMINOLE FEVER 


Located just 5 minutes off I-4 at the corner of Mills and Virginia, in Orlando 


Mills Ave - 17/92 
Fever 


Virginia 


Colonial 


Orange Ave 


1 -888-733-8507 (toll free) 
SEMINOLE FEVER .1406N. Mills Ave., Orlando, FL 32803 
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fans, FSU scores early and often 
against No. 17 Clemson. The loss is 
Clemson's worst in 62 years. The 
Yellow Jackets succumb under 582 
yards of Seminole offense and three 
Warrick Dunn touchdowns. 

Stats: After winning by a combined 
nine points in comebacks against 
Clemson and Tech the year before, FSU 
runs up a 108-point margin. 

Significance: Okay, so we cheated 
a bit. These games — sandwiched 
around a 33-7 road win at 13th-ranked 
North Carolina — established Florida 
State’s dominance not only over the 
ACC, but over the rest of the 1993 
national title contenders. The shutout of 
Tech is FSU's third of the season. 

Quoting: “The only way | can 
describe Charlie Ward is he is absolutely 
the best. There’s nothing else you can 
say.” — Georgia Tech coach Bill Lewis 


PINELLAS 
SEMINOLE 


12. FSU 48, Duke 21 Sept. 5, 1992 


Summary: Leon Fowler's 94-yard inter- 
ception return sparks Florida State in its 1992 
season-opener as the ‘Noles overcome five 
turnovers. Kez McCorvey snags three of 
Charlie Ward's four touchdown passes. 

Stats: Ward tosses four interceptions 
and goes 17 of 33 for 269 yards. Duke rings 
up 304 passing yards, but adds four 
turnovers of its own. The Blue Devils convert 
just one of 14 third downs, thanks in part to 
Marvin Jones’ 14 tackles. 

Significance: A trio of firsts: Ward's 
first collegiate start, FSU’s first Atlantic 
Coast Conference contest and the first in 
the —Noles’ ongoing string of 34 home 
games without a loss. 

Quoting: “It's like he’s a heat-seeking 
missile, really. ... It’s like he is sucked toward 
the ballcarrier.” — FSU linebackers coach 
Wally Burnham on Jones. @ 


Charlie Ward guided Florida State through 
much of the streak. 


The Pinellas Seminole Booster Club 
Salutes the 1998 FSU Football Team 
and Coach Bobby Bowden 


Join us every Tuesday following a football game 


for the best dadgum Seminole party around! 


Meetings at the Green Parrot 
3665 East Bay Drive, Largo, Florida 
813-535-4770 
Great Fans, Great Friends 
Raffles, Door Prizes 
Guest Speakers — Coaches, Former Players 


For More Information: 
Call: Ken Burke at 813-397-557 | 


Or write to: 


Pinellas Seminole Boosters 
P.O. Box 3392 @ Seminole, FL 33775 


Be a Part of The Winning Tribe! 
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Proud 10 Be the 
Ielevision Home Of 
Florida otaté University. 


Follow The Seminoles Year Round On 


SUNSHINE 
NETWORK 


We Pay YOUR cine 


www.sunshinenetwork.com 


Florida Stat 


za 
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Name 

Reggie Durden 
Tres Walton 

Troy Saunders 
Theon Rackley 
Derrick Gibson 
Laveranues Coles 
Clevan Thomas 
Peter Warrick 
Dan Kendra 
Dexter Jackson 
Abdual Howard 
Marvin Minnis 
Marcus Outzen 
Jean Jeune 
Chris Weinke 
Deon Humphrey 
Davy Ford 

Travis Minor 

Jeff Chaney 
Atrews Bell 

Tay Cody 
Tommy Polley 
Lamarr Glenn 
Raymont Skaggs 
Dee Feaster 
Todd Frier 
William McCray 
Shawn McCorkel 
Sebastian Janikowski 
Tony Bryant 

Billy Rhodes 
Bradley Jennings 
Lamont Green 
Keith Cottrell 
Bryne Malone 
Bobby Rhodes 
Ronald Boldin 
Demetro Stephens 
Corey Simon 
Jarad Moon 
Brian Allen 
Roland Seymour 
Eric Thomas 
Jamal Reynolds 
Ed Mitchell 
Tarlos Thomas 
Justin Amman 
Jason Whitaker 
Jerry Carmichael 
Clay Ingram 

Otis Duhart 

Ross Brannon 
Jeremy Brett 
Donald Heaven 
Ron Dugans 
Nick Franklin 
Ryan Sprague 
Stacy Davis 
Myron Jackson 
Germaine Stringer 
Robert Morgan 
Carver Donaldson 
Jason Floyd 
Char-ron Dorsey 
Jerry Johnson 
Chris Walker 
Larry Smith 
Randy Wilkins 
David Warren 


6-5 
6-3 
6-2 
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Hometown (High School) 
Houston, Texas (Copiah-Lincoln CC) 
Daytona Beach, Fla. (Mainland) 
Miami, Fla. (Miami Springs) 
Tallahassee, Fla. (FAMU) 

Miami, Fla. (Killian) 

Jacksonville, Fla. (Ribault) 

Miami, Fla. (Senior) 

Bradenton, Fla. (Southeast) 
Bethlehem, Pa. (Catholic) 

Quincy, Fla. (Shanks) 

Quincy, Fla. (Shanks) 

Miami, Fla. (Northwestern) 

Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. (Ft. Walton) 
Boynton Beach, Fla. 

St. Paul, Minn. (Cretin-Derham) 
Lake Worth, Fla, (Lake Worth) 

W. Palm Beach, Fla. (Cardinal Newman) 
Baton Rouge, La. (Catholic) 

Lake Wales, Fla. (Lk.Wales) 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Blakely, Ga. (Early County) 
Baltimore, Md. (Dunbar) 

Daytona Beach, Fla. (Seabreeze) 
Los Angeles, Calif. (W. LA College) 
Rock Hill, S.C. (Northwestern) 
Live Oak, Fla. (Suwannee) 
Jacksonville, Fla. (Bolles) 
Dothan, Ala. (Northview) 

Daytona Beach, Fla. (Seabreeze) 
Marathon, Fla. (Copiah-Lincoln CC) 
Eustis, Fla. (Eustis) 

Miami, Fla. (Carol City) 

Miami, Fla. (Southridge) 

Orlando, Fla. (Boone) 

Frisco City, Ala. (Frisco City) 
Eustis, Fla. (Eustis) 

Pahokee, Fla. (Pahokee) 
Sandersville, Ga. (Washington Co.) 
Pompano Beach, Fla. (Ely) 
Panama City, Fla. (Bay) 

Lake City, Fla. (Columbia) 

New Orleans, La. (St. Augustine) 
Miami, Fla. (Columbus) 

Aiken, S.C, (Aiken) 

Miami, Fla. 

Monticello, Fla. (Jefferson Co.) 
Eustis, Fla. (Eustis) 

Panama City, Fla. (Moseley) 
Plantation, Fla. (Plantation) 
Cantoment, Fla. (Tate) 

Belle Glades, Fla. (Central) 
Marietta, Ga, (Lassiter) 
Sandersville, Ga. (Washington Co.) 
Miami, Fla. (Carol City) 
Tallahassee, Fla, (FAMU) 

St. Petersburg, Fla. (SW Miss. JC) 
Augusta, Ga, (Lakeside) 
Tallahassee, Fla. (Godby) 
Okeechobee, Fla. (Okeechobee) 
Atlanta, Ga, (SW Dekalb) 

East Point, Ga. (Tri-Cities) 
Lakeland, Fla. (Kathleen) 

Bell, Fla. (Bell) 

Jacksonville, Fla. (Bolles) 

Ft. Pierce, Fla, (Central) 

Cocoa, Fla. (Cocoa) 

Folkston, Ga. (Valley Forge Prep) 
Jacksonville, Fla. (Nease) 

Tyler, Texas (John Tyler) 


WHEN THINGS ARE 
AT THEIR WORST, 

YOU'LL FIND 
AMERICANS AT 
THEIR BEST. 


Heroes aren’t born, they’re made. Every day in the 
National Guard, Americans are going beyond the call 
— training as citizen-soldiers to be at their best when 
America needs them the most. Every National Guard 
mission starts at home where members are your friends, 
neighbors and co-workers. In your community, they 
respond to natural disasters and local emergencies. 
They even play a direct role in helping America’s kids 


stay in school, out of trouble and drug-free. 
But the Guard’s work at home is only 
half the story. Since the days of the Colonial 
minutemen, the National Guard has worked 
to protect our nation. Today, that tradition 
continues with the National Guard as a full 


partner with America’s active military forces. 


= Ey 


NATIONAL 
GUARD 


In today’s efficient military, the citizen-soldiers and airmen 
of the National Guard are more important than ever. 

Just ask one of the Guard members currently in Bosnia, 

or those who served in Haiti and Desert Storm — chances 
are some of these members are right in your community. 
They are the most visible example of how Guard units 
are woven into our nation’s military capability. 

Those who volunteer for the National Guard are 


trained, equipped and tested to be their 
best. The biggest test, however, is nowhere 
near the training ground. It’s in a world 
where danger and disaster are ever-present. 
A world where the men and women of the 
National Guard are putting their talents 
on the line every day. 


Americans At Their Best. 


To find out more, call the Army National Guard at 1-800-GO-GUARD or the Air National Guard at 1-800-TO-GO-ANG. 
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Lamont Green 


Linebacker 
Senior ¢ 6-3, 224 
Miami, Fla. 
Southridge HS 


The lone returning starter among FSU's 
linebackers. ... Will be asked to provide lead- 
ership for a young defense. .., Has steadily 
improved speed since arriving at FSU and 
now runs in the 4.6 range. ... Caused a Fred 
Taylor fumble, which Sam Cowart returned for 
a touchdown against Florida last season. ... 
Finished year as FSU's No. 3 tackler, with 85 
stops, six for loss, and a sack. ... Also broke 
up four passes and picked off one. ... Had 

11 tackles in back-to-back games against Georgia Tech and Virginia. 
... Tallied 44 tackles as a sophomore and 31 as a freshman. ... 
Returned a Georgia Tech interception for a 56-yard touchdown in 
1996. ... Earned a medical hardship as a true freshman following 
elbow surgery. ... Enjoyed a legendary career at Miami’s Southridge 
High, culminating in Defensive Player of the Year honors from USA 
Today in 1994. ... Born January 10, 1976. 


=: t:] Sebastian Janikowski 


Placekicker 
Sophomore © 6-1, 265 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Seabreeze HS 


Boasts perhaps the strongest leg in America, 
and certainly in FSU history. ... Sensational 
freshman season saw him nail 16 of 21 field 
goals, including a school-record 56-yarder 
against Wake Forest. ... Also made 37 of 39 
extra points to lead FSU in scoring with 85 
points. ... Nailed field goals from 49, 45, 44 
and 40 yards. ... Made last six attempts in 
regular season, including three against 
Florida. ... Added a 35-yarder in the Sugar 
Bowl. ... Of 91 kickoffs, 48 resulted in touchbacks. ... Named to The 
Sporting News Freshman All-America team. ... Has routinely made 
field goals from 60-plus yards in practice. ... Originally from Poland, 
came to America as a 15-year-old. ... Turned down an offer of nearly 
$2 million to play pro soccer in Argentina. ... Nicknamed the “Polish 
Powder Keg.” ... Made a 60-yard kick as a high school senior, his first 
season of American football. ... Born March 2, 1978. 
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|} @ Dexter Jackson 
Free Safety 

Senior ¢ 6-0, 197 

Quincy, Fla. 

Shanks HS 


Enters 1998 as an All-America candidate 
after a solid junior year. ... Spirited player 
who fits the "vocal leader” mold. ... Excellent 
speed (4.48) and athletic ability. ... In his first 
year as a Starter, ranked fourth on the team in 
tackles with 81_ ... Also intercepted two pass- 
es and broke up 11 in earning second-team 
All-ACC honors in 1997, ... Established sea- 
son-high with 12 stops against USC in sea- 
son-opener. ... As a sophomore in '96, 
Jackson was in on 33 tackles, including a sack of Florida's Danny 
Wuerffel in FSU's regular-season win. ... Blocked a pair of punts, 
which led to scores, in FSU's 13-0 win over North Carolina. ... Totaled 
nine tackles, an interception and a pass breakup as a true freshman in 
'95. ... Recruited as a quarterback in 1995, Jackson switched to 
defense soon after arriving at FSU. ... Born July 28, 1977. 


Defensive Tackle 
Junior @ 6-1, 285 
Ft. Pierce, Fla. 
Central HS 


Strong candidate for postseason honors after 
excellent freshman and sophomore seasons. 
... Compact and extremely strong (525- 
pound bench press). ... Has vertical-jumped 
33.5 inches and run the 40 in 4.8. .., 
Strength and quickness make him very diffi- 
cult to block. ... Two-time winner of FSU's 
King of the Boards honor. ... Teams with 
Larry Smith and Corey Simon to give FSU 
one of the nation’s best interior line trios. -.- 
Started every game in 1997, finishing with 57 tackles, 13 for loss, and 
2.5 sacks. ... Caused a fumble leading to a Seminole touchdown at 
Southern Cal. ... Seven tackles in that game included three behind 
the line. ... Had a pair of sacks against Virginia. ... As a freshman in 
1996, made 31 tackles, 11 for loss, and four sacks. ... Started three 
games that season when Andre Wadsworth was injured. ... Born 

July 11, 1977. 
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Order Form 


Florida Residents must add sales tax (7%) 


__ Shipping $7.95 per item (less with large orders) $7.95 


Autographed 


Plaques 
8x10 plaques in either 
black, burgundy or 
wood. $59.00 


PBB1 Bobby Bowden 
autographed plaque 
PBJ1 Brad Johnson 
in Minnesota uniform 
PBJ2 Brad Johnson 
in FSU uniform 

PCW1 Charlie Ward 
1993 Heisman Trophy 


PWD1 Warrick Dunn 
in Tampa Bay uniform 
PWD2 Warrick Dunn 
in FSU Uniform 


Autographed Mini Helmets 
HWD1Warrick Dunn $129 
HBJ1 Brad Johnson $129 
in Golden Classic display $159 


Name: 
Address: 
Cit = 2 Se SES Stale Zip: 
Phone: 
MC/Visa #: 
Exp: Signature: 
__ PBB1Bobby Bowden autographed plaque $59 
__ PBJ1 Brad Johnson autographed plaque (Minn) $59 
__ PBJ2 Brad Johnson autographed plaque (FSU) $59 
__ PCW1Charlie Ward autographed Heisman plaque $59 
__ PWD1Warrick Dunn autographed plaque (Tampa) $59 
__ PWD2Warrick Dunn autographed plaque (FSU) $59 
—__ HWD1Warrick Dunn Mini Helmet $129 
(in display $159) 
__ HBJ1 Brad Johnson Mini Helmet $129 
(in display $159) 
Sub Total 


Total 


BRAD JOHNSON 


Call 1-800-725-4321 


Send to: 
Osceola, 402 Dunwoody Street, 
Tallahassee, FL 32304 


Travis Minor 
Tailback 

Sophomore @ 5-10, 189 
Baton Rouge, La. 

Catholic HS 


Lived up to billing as the nation's top offen- 
sive recruit with a stellar freshman season. ... 
Super-smooth runner who sets up blocks 
well. .,, Explosive speed (10.5 100 meters) 
makes Minor a constant scoring threat. ... 
Took over starting tailback duties in seventh 
game of '97, scoring an 87-yard touchdown 
on the first play from scrimmage at Virginia. 
... Rushed for 155 yards in that game and 
starred against tough defenses at North 
Carolina (128) and Florida (142). ... Finished 
year with team-leading 623 yards on 112 carries (5.6 ypc), adding 
nine touchdowns. ... Ranked fourth in receiving with 27 catches for 
207 yards and a pair of TDs. ... The ACC Rookie of the Year. ... 
Named USA Today Offensive Player of the Year after senior season at 
Baton Rouge Catholic. ... Gained over 6,000 all-purpose yards and 72 
TDs in prep career. ... Followed fellow Catholic alum Warrick Dunn to 
Florida State. ... Born June 30, 1979. 


Wide Receiver 
Junior ¢ 5-11, 193 
Bradenton, Fla. 
Southeast HS 


Chose to remain at Florida State rather than 
jump to the NFL after his redshirt sophomore 
year. ... Explosive athlete with great speed 
(4.35), leaping ability (37-inch vertical jump), 
strength (365-pound bench) and body con- 
trol, ... Enjoyed breakout sophomore year 
with 53 catches for 884 yards (16.7 ypc) and 
eight touchdowns last fall. ... Had a huge 
game against Clemson, with 249 yards and 
two touchdowns receiving and a 90-yard punt 
return for a score. ... Punt return numbers: 
29 for 388 yards (13.4 avg.) and one TD, .., Had three TD returns nulli- 
fied by penalties. ... Named second-team All-ACC and a Biletnikoff 
Award semifinalist. ... As a redshirt freshman, grabbed 22 passes for 
467 yards and four touchdowns. ... Highly decorated prep star (USA 
Today All-USA) who led Bradenton Southeast to a pair of state titles, 
the latter as a quarterback. ... Born June 19, 1977. 
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Larry Smith 


Defensive Tackle 

Junior © 6-5, 277 

Valley Forge, Pa. 

Prep/Folkston, Ga., Charlton Co. HS 


Earned Hinesman Trophy as FSU's most 
dominant player during spring drills. ... 
Height, strength (420-pound bench) and 
quickness (4.9) make him tough to handle 
one-on-one. ... Shored up defensive line 
throughout Julian Pittman’s seven-game sus- 
pension last season. ... A pleasant surprise, 
he racked up 56 tackles, eight for loss and 
three sacks. ... Also batted down three pass- 
es, ... Played in 10 games as a freshman in 
1996, making 16 tackles, three for loss. ... 
Moved to offensive tackle in spring of '97, but suffered a sprained 
knee in his third practice. Moved back to defense prior to fall. ... 
Attended Valley Forge Prep in Pennsylvania before signing with FSU 
in 1995. Was forced to sit out that fall as NCAA Clearinghouse denied 
admission. .,. Finally enrolled at FSU in 1996. ... His Folkston High 
School has produced numerous collegiate stars, including UF's Henry 
McMillan and Georgia’s Champ Bailey. ... Born December 4, 1974. 


Offensive Guard 
Junior © 6-5, 287 
Panama City, Fla. 
Mosely HS 


The veteran of the Seminole line after starting 
every game as a sophomore. ... Has contin- 
ued to add weight to his frame throughout 
FSU career. ... Bench pressed 415 pounds 
with a vertical leap of 30.5 inches last fall. ... 
Ran a 5.3 in the 40 in April. ... Started all 12 
games as a sophomore in 1997. .,. Earned 
second-team All-ACC honors. ... Named to 
the Victors Club nine times during the sea- 
son. ... FSU's Dominator of the Week follow- 
ing Duke game. ... Started first three games 
of redshirt freshman season in 1996 before giving way to senior 
Marcus Long. ... Tallied 13 "pancake" blocks as a freshman. ... Born 
June 19, 1977. 


Linebacker 
Sophomore © 6-0, 227 
Lake City, Fla. 
Columbia HS 


Perhaps the most 
athletic of FSU's 
linebackers, Allen 
has bench pressed 
500 pounds, run the 
40 in 4.47 seconds 
and vertical-jumped 
38.5 inches. ... Has 
drawn comparisons 
to Derrick Brooks. 
... Enters fall as co- 
starter, at middle linebacker. ... Wears same 
jersey number as his cousin, former FSU 
All-America Reinard Wilson. ... Credited 
with 26 tackles, one for loss, as a redshirt 
freshman in '97. ... Best game statistically 
was against Duke, when he tallied seven 
stops. ... Had six tackles in Maryland game. 
... Born April 1. 1978 


Defensive Tackle 
Sophomore © 6-5, 297 
Pahokee, Fla. 

Pahokee HS 


Recruited as an 
offensive lineman, 
Boldin moved to 
defensive tackle 
prior to spring drills. 
... Coaches like his 
tenacity and tough- 
ness. .., Must 
improve quickness 
to excel in FSU's 
defensive system. ... 
Hoped to shed a few pounds during the off- 
season. ... Improved bench press from 350 to 
400 pounds between August and January. .. 
Forced to sit out last season as an NCAA par- 
tial-qualifier. ... Born April 6, 1978, 
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Offensive Guard 
Sophomore © 6-3, 299 
Eustis, Fla. 

Eustis HS 


Will back up Donald 
Heaven at tight 
guard. ... A workout 
warrior, Amman 
bench presses 495 
pounds and runs a 
respectable 5.12 in 
the 40. ... Played in 
all 11 regular-season 
games last fall, most- 
ly on special teams. 
.. Amember of the Super 24 squad as a high 
school senior. ,.. Attended Bobby Bowden's 
summer camp prior to his senior year of high 
school. ... Attended same high school as team- 
mates Billy and Bobby Rhodes. ... Father, 
Richard, was a standout offensive lineman at 
FSU (1969-71) and played for the Baltimore 
Colts (1972-73), _.. Born August 27, 1978. 


Offensive Tackle 
Sophomore © 6-8, 297 
Marietta, Ga. 

Lassiter HS 


Hopes to retain role 
as starting split 
(weak-side) tackle 
for a second year. .. 
Still filling out large 
frame. ... Pass- 
blocking specialist 
due to height and 
long arms. ... One of 
two redshirt fresh- 
men to start on 
FSU's line last season (with Donald Heaven). 
... Asecond-team Freshman All-America 
pick by The Sporting News. ,.. Missed most 
of spring drills while recovering from arthro- 
scopic knee surgery. ... Weighed 276 
pounds at beginning of his freshman season. 
... Bench pressed 395 pounds In January. ... 
Born December 11, 1977 


Wide Receiver 
Freshman @ 5-11, 203 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Lee HS 


Entered Florida 
State as a walk-on 
in 1997, then 
earned a scholar- 
ship only days after 
arriving, ... Tried his 
hand at safety 
before moving to 
wideout. ... Skills 
are a bit raw, but 
has excellent size 
and speed (4.56). ... One of just three true 
freshmen to redshirt in '97_ ... Standout quar- 
terback at Lee High School, which also pro- 
duced former ‘Noles Edgar Bennett and 
LeRoy Butler. ... Born January 10, 1978. 


Jeremy 
Brett 


Offensive Guard 
Junior ¢ 6-3, 308 
Sandersville, Ga. 
Washington Co. HS 


Has endured an 
injury-plagued 
career, including a 
fractured foot last 
spring. ... Under- 
went surgery to 
repair damage to 
the fifth metatarsal 
in his left foot. ... 
Saw limited action in 
a reserve role in 
1996 and 1997. ... High school teammate of 
fellow 'Nole Demetro Stephens, as well as 
recent NFL Draft pick Takeo Spikes, ... 
Recruited as a defensive lineman, he moved 
to offense in spring of 1996. ... Born 
November 4, 1976. 


Tony 
Bryant 


Defensive End 

Senior @ 6-4, 268 
Marathon, Fla. 
Copiah-Lincoln C.C. (Miss.) 


Expected to follow in 
footsteps of FSU 
ends Andre 
Wadsworth, Peter 
Boulware and 
Reinard Wilson. ... 
Excellent athlete who 
was clocked at 4.52 
in April. ... Boasts 
strength as well with 
a 435-pound bench. 
... According to ends coach Jim Gladden, had 
a SO-So spring and needs to pick up his intensi- 
ty to maintain starting role. ... Recorded seven 
sacks and 37 tackles in his first year at FSU 
after transferring from junior college. ... 
Returned an interception 19 yards for a score 
against Wake Forest. ... Rated the top juco 
prospect in Mississippi in 1997. ... Originally 
from Marathon, Fla. ... Born September 3, 1976. 


Cornerback 
Sophomore @ 5-9, 180 
Blakely, Ga. 

Early Co, HS 


The surprise of the 
Seminole defense 
last season, Cody will 
be an awards candi- 
date as a sophomore. 
... Benches in excess 
of 320 pounds and 
vertical jumps 37.5 
inches. ,.. Punishing 
tackler for a small 
player. ... Features 
natural coverage skills. ... Thrust into the start- 
ing lineup when Mario Edwards was suspend- 
ed, responded by making 46 tackles, three for 
loss, three interceptions and four pass breakups 
as a redshirt freshman. ... Had 12 tackles 
against Georgia Tech. ... Earned first-team 
Freshman All-America honors from The Sporting 
News. ... Born October 6, 1977 


77 Jerry 


Offensive Guard 
Sophomore © 6-4, 304 
Plantation, Fla. 
Plantation HS 


Expected to provide 
depth, and possibly 
Start, at tight tackle 
or split guard, 
Strong player who 
has bench pressed 
425 pounds. ... As 
FSU's top reserve 
lineman last fall, 
played in all 11 
games and started 
one in place of Tra Thomas at tight tackle. ... 
Also played extensively at split tackle in the 
Florida game. ... A three-time Victors Club 
honoree as a freshman. ... Member of the 
Super 24 team as a high school senior. ... 
Born July 8, 1978. 
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Wide Receiver 
Junior © 5-11, 197 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Ribault HS 


Expected to recover 
fully from a broken 
fibula in time for pre- 
season drills. ... 
Clocked the fastest 40 
time in FSU football 
history in February at 
4.16. Was also timed 
at 4.17 and 4.18 the 
same day, ... Strength 
(365-pound bench 
press) and leaping ability (37-inch vertical) also 
impressive. ... Regarded as the top running 
back recruit in the country by SuperPrep, Coles 
moved to receiver midway through his freshman 
season in 1996. ... Caught 10 passes for 104 
yards and two TDs as a freshman. ... Added 21 
receptions for 384 yards (third on team) and a 
score last season, .,. Born December 29, 1977. 
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Jeff 


Chaney 


Tailback 

Sophomore ¢ 6-0, 194 
Lake Wales, Fla. 

Lake Wales HS 


Enters fall as FSU's 
No, 2 tailback after an 
excellent spring, ... 
Entered Florida State 
in spring of '97 and 
played tailback 
throughout spring. He 
moved to rover in the 
fall, recording 10 total 
tackles. ... With Davy 
Ford sidelined by 
knee surgery and Dee Feaster moving to cor- 
nerback, Chaney returned to tailback this past 
spring. ... Showed marked improvement in 
quickness over his previous attempt at tail- 
back. .., Productive spring game included a 
34-yard run. ... Originally signed with South 
Carolina in 1996, but was not admitted due to 
a high school core curriculum problem. 


Punter 

Sophomore © 6-2, 206 
Orlando, Fla. 

Boone HS 


Started every game 
as a true freshman in 
1997, averaging 
38.4 yards per punt, 
... Booted a season- 
best 54-yarder 
against Clemson 
and matched it at 
Florida. ... 
Performed admirably 
in road games at 
North Carolina and UF, averaging 37.7 and 
41.3 yards, respectively. ... Best game statisti- 
cally was his first, at Southern California, when 
he punted seven times for a 42.7-yard aver- 
age. ... Also suffered a blocked punt in that 
Game when he dropped the snap from center. 
... An accomplished quarterback at Boone 
High School. .., Born October 23, 1978. 


Stacy 


Tight End 

Freshman @ 6-2, 215 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Godby HS 


One of three true 
freshmen to redshirt 
in 1997. ..;: Is still 
trying to add weight 
needed to play tight 
end, ... Boasts 
respectable strength 
(365-pound bench 
press), speed (4.75 
40) and leaping 
ability (33-inch 
vertical jump). ... In a battle for third team 
spot behind Myron Jackson and Nick 
Franklin. ... Caught 26 passes for 450 yards 
and two touchdowns as a high school senior. 
... Regarded among the top 50 recruits in 
Florida. ... Born February 20, 1979. 


Carver 


Tight End 

Sophomore @ 6-5, 240 
Lakeland, Fla. 

Kathleen HS 


Saw mostly special- 
teams action as a 
true freshman in 
1997. ... Increased 
bench press 30 
pounds, to 385, 
between August 
and January. ... 
Dropped 35 
pounds between 
August and 
January. ... Vertical-jumps 32 inches and 
runs a 4.75 in the 40. ... Caught two pass- 
es as a true freshman, totaling 39 yards. ... 
Enrolled at Florida State in January, 1996, 
allowing him fo go through spring drills. ., 
Born October 5, 1978. 


Char-ron 
Dorsey 


Offensive Tackle 
Sophomore © 6-6, 340 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Bolles School 


Made a smooth tran- 
sition from defensive 
to offensive tackle in 
the spring. ... Will 
battle Tarlos Thomas 
for starting tight tack- 
le spot this fall. ,.. 
Massive player who 
could drop some 
weight, but is consid- 
ered a superior athlete 
for his size, .,. Offensive coordinator Mark Richt 
said Dorsey picked up offensive line technique 
much quicker than first-round draft pick Tra 
Thomas, who made a similar switch in 1994. .. 
Made 40-pound gain in the bench press from 
350 in August to 390 in January, ... As a fresh- 
man, made 11 tackles and a sack in five 
appearances. ... Born November 5, 1978. 


Wide Receiver 
Junior @ 6-1, 196 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
FAMU HS 


Owns top vertical 
jump of Seminole 
wideouts (40.5 inch- 
es) and ran a sur- 
prising 4.35 in 
February. ... Could 
be a starter in FSU’s 
three-receiver set. ... 
Muscular, physical 
receiver who excels 
at outjumping 
defenders for the ball. ... Also owns an excel- 
lent pair of hands. ... Played in wo games 
last fall before suffering a sprained thumb. He 
earned a medical hardship to preserve a year 
of eligibility. ... Caught three passes for 37 
yards against USC and Maryland. ... Entering 
1997, had career numbers of 21 catches for 
223 yards and one touchdown, ... Born 

April 27, 1977, 
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Offensive Tackle 
Sophomore ® 6-2, 281 
Belle Glade, Fla. 
Glades Central HS 


Saw mostly mop-up 
duty as a true fresh- 
man in 1997. ... 
Could provide back- 
up at split tackle or 
guard. ... Already a 
strong player with a 
425-pound bench 
press. ... Ran the 40 
in 5,06 seconds in 
April. Recruited by 
several schools to play defensive line. ... 
Comes from school which has produced 
numerous college players, including FSU's 
Wayne Messam and Florida's Reidel Anthony 
and Fred Taylor. ... Half-brother Tommy 
played at Florida in the 1980s. ... Born 
February 22, 1979. 


bee 
Feaster 


Cornerback 
Senior @ 5-9, 182 
Rock Hill, S.C. 
Northwestern HS 


Will try his hand at 
cornerback after 
playing tailback the 
previous three sea- 
sons. ... Began 
1997 as FSU’s start- 
ing tailback, but 
eventually fell 
behind freshmen 
Travis Minor and 
Davy Ford. ... 
Started first five games of the season. ... 
Finished the year with 36 carries for 127 
yards (3.5 ypc) and three touchdowns. ... His 
three-yard scoring run put the ‘Noles ahead 
for good in a 14-7 win at Southern California 
... Struggled a bit at his new position during 
spring drills. ... Enters fall third on the depth 
chart. ... Born February 2, 1976. 


Tailback 

Sophomore © 5-9, 186 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 
Cardinal Newman HS 


Will likely sit out the 
1998 season while 
recovering from 
reconstructive knee 
surgery, ... Injured 
the knee in prac- 
tices for last sea- 
son's Sugar Bowl. 
... ls eligible for a 
redshirt season. ... 
Prior to the injury, ran the 40 in 4.47 sec- 
onds and vertical jumped 40 inches. ... 
FSU's leading rusher against Miami with 69 
yards on 14 carries. ... Earned first start 
against Georgia Tech, gaining 29 yards on 
seven carries. ... Finished with 258 yards 
and one touchdown on 61 carries. ,.. Born 
December 11, 1978. 


Lamarr 


Fullback 

Senior @ 5-11, 255 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Seabreeze HS 


Slated to start at full- 
back, Glenn showed 
improved blocking 
ability throughout 
spring drills. ... 
Provided key blocks 
on William McCray’s 
two TD runs in the 
Sugar Bowl, taking 
out Ohio State All- 
America linebacker 
Andy Katzenmoyer. .., Started three games 
in 1997, while backing up Khalid Abdullah in 
seven. ... Rushed just three times for 19 
yards (6.3 ypc) and one TD last season, ... 
Carried eight times for 49 yards (6.1 ypc) the 
previous season. .., As a freshman in 1995, 
gained 21 yards on eight totes, ... Brother 
Billy played tight end at FSU (1990-94). ... 
Born December 11, 1975. 


FLORIDA STATE 1998 FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 


Todd 
Frier 


Free Safety 
Junior ¢ 5-8, 180 
Live Oak, Fla. 
Suwannee Co. HS 


High point as a 
Seminole came in 
Sugar Bow! victory 
over Ohio State, when 
he sacked Buckeyes’ 
quarterback Joe 
Germaine. ... Called 
on to play extensively 
as a nickel back in 
that game with 
Samari Rolle injured 
and Troy Saunders taking over at corner. ... 
Credited with 10 total tackles during regular 
season. ... Had three tackles against Miami and 
Wake Forest. ... Had just one tackle as a red- 
shirt freshman, a third-down stop against Duke. 
... Saw mostly special teams duty that season. 
... Brother of former FSU receiver Matt Frier. ,.. 
Born November 23, 1976. 


Offensive Guard 
Sophomore © 6-3, 316 
Miami, Fla. 

Carol City HS 


Perhaps the most 
talented of FSU's 
starting offensive 
linemen, ... Coaches 
would like to see 
more consistency 
and toughness from 
the sophomore. ... 
Along with Ross 
Brannon, one of two 
freshmen to start on 
the line last fall. ... Selected first-team 
Freshman All-America by The Sporting News. 
.., An eight-time Victors Club honoree. .., 
Extremely strong, with a bench press of 490 
pounds. ... Also excels in the shot put, finish- 
ing third in the Atlantic Coast Conference last 
spring. ... Born April 17, 1978. 


Rover 

Sophomore ¢ 6-1, 200 
Miami, Fla. 

Killian HS 


Possible starter at 
rover position 
vacated by Shevin 
Smith. ... Flashed 
big-play potential in 
spring drills, return- 
ing an interception 
for a touchdown in 
the ‘Noles’ first 
scrimmage. ... 
Tremendous size- 
speed-strength combination, with a 385- 
pound bench press and 4.44 speed. ... 
Needs to improve coverage skills. ,.. Played 
in every game as a true freshman, making 
23 tackles (14 solo). ,.. High school résumé 
included first-team All-USA honors from 
USA Today. ... Born March 22, 1979. 


Cornerback 
Sophomore ¢ 6-0, 186 
Quincy, Fla. 
Shanks HS 


Rapidly developing 
player with excellent 
size for a corner. ... 
Hails from same 
high school as 
teammate Dexter 
Jackson. ... Ran the 
40 in 4.6 seconds 
with a 35,5-inch ver- 
tical jump when he 
arrived at FSU last 
August. ... Made five tackles and broke up a 
pair of passes as a true freshman. ... A high- 
ly sought-after recruit who played quarter- 
back, receiver, running back and defensive 
back at Quincy Shanks. ... Made virtually 
every all-star team in the Southeast. ... Born 
January 27, 1979. 


Deon 
Humphrey 


Linebacker 
Senior @ 6-3, 241 
Lake Worth, Fla. 
Lake Worth HS 


Slated for increased 
playing time as a 
senior after seeing 
limited action in his 
first three seasons. ... 
Remarkably fast at 
4.46 in the 40. ... Has 
bench pressed 440 
pounds, .,. Credited 
with 15 tackles, three 
for loss, and one 
sack last season. ... High game was a four-tack- 
le, one-sack effort against Maryland. ... Brings 
42 career stops into this season. ... Recruited 
as a safety out of Lake Worth, where he 
received Parade All-America honors as a senior. 
... One of many current ‘Noles who attended 
Bobby Bowden's summer camp while in high 
school. ,.. Born May 7, 1976. 


Bradley 
Jennings 


Linebacker 
Freshman @ 6-2, 235 
Miami, Fla. 

Carol City HS 


Enjoyed a sensa- 
tional spring and will 
push for the starting 
middle linebacker 
job this fall. ... 
Brings excellent size 
and speed to the 
position. ... 
Dropped 40 time 
from 4.99 last 
August to 4.58 in 
April. ... Coach Chuck Amato praises his 
tenacity and toughness. ... One of only three 
true freshmen to redshirt last fall. ... Helped 
lead Carol City High to the Class 6A state title 
as a senior, making 20 tackles in the final 
game. ... Tested as the strongest Carol City 
player in the tenure of Coach Walt Frazier. ,.. 
Born December 2, 1977. 
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Clay 


Ingram 
Deep Snapper 
Junior © 6-1, 267 
Cantonment, Fla. 
Tate HS 


Returns for third 
season as FSU's 
starting deep snap- 
per. ... Has started 
every games of FSU 
career, a span of 24 
contests, ... Walked 
on in 1996 and 
earned a scholar- 
ship. ... Could 
become second 
straight Seminole to start all four years at 
deep snapper, following Andy Crowe (1992- 
95). ... Born February 5, 1978. 


Rover 

Sophomore © 5-10, 200 
Boynton Beach, Fla. 
Boynton Beach HS 


Walk-on who could 
contribute at rover 
this fall and will likely 
start on the ‘Noles’ 
special teams units, 
... Fierce hitter. .. 
Must improve knowl- 
edge of defense and 
coverage skills 
before contributing 
on a regular basis. 
... Credited with one tackle as a freshman in 
1997. ... Born March 6, 1978. 


Myron 


Tight End 

Senior © 6-4, 256 
Okeechobee, Fla. 
Okeechobee HS 


Listed as FSU's start- 
ing tight end after 
spending three sea- 
sons as Melvin 
Pearsall’s backup. ... 
Coaches were 
pleased with his con- 
sistency and effort 
during spring ball. ... 

va: Tall target with a 
large frame. ... Has above-average speed 
(4.79) for a player his size. ... Has just one 
career reception, an 8-yarder against Maryland 
last season. ... Played in all 12 games as a 
sophomore, mostly on special teams. ... A leg 
injury limited him to five games as a redshirt 
freshman in 19985. ... Suffered a torn knee liga- 
ment during senior season at Okeechobee 
High. ... Born July 6, 1976. 


Quarterback 
Junior ¢ 6-0, 238 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
Catholic HS 


Status for '98 uncer- 
tain after undergoing 
reconstructive knee 
surgery in April. .., 
Suffered a torn anteri- 
or cruciate ligament in 
his right knee during 
FSU's spring game. ... 
When healthy, a fear- 
some package of size, 
speed (4.42), agility 
(41-inch vertical jump) and strength (team- 
record 1,325-pound leg press). ... Saw action in 
seven games as a sophomore, hitting 20 of 37 
passes for 341 yards, three TDs and no intercep- 
tions. ,.. Freshman season included a start 
against Wake Forest in which he completed 20 
of 39 passes for 241 yards and three scores. ... 
USA Today Offensive Player of the Year as a 
prep senior. ... Born March 15, 1976. 


Bryne 
Malone 


Defensive Tackle 
Sophomore © 6-6, 266 
Frisco City, Ala. 

Frisco City HS 


Made significant 
progress during 
spring practice, but 
will have difficulty 
cracking FSU’s tackle 
rotation. ... Tall player 
who must learn to 
play lower. ... Orig- 
inally recruited as an 
end, moved to tackle 
prior to the 1997 
season. ... Excellent athlete who ran 4.63 in 
the 40 in April. ... Boasts a 435-pound bench 
press. ... Made 12 tackles, two for loss and a 
sack as a reserve in 1997, ... Credited with a 
sack in the Maryland game. ... Gathered sea- 
son-high five tackles against Wake Forest. ... 
Born February 18, 1977. 


Marvin 
Minnis 

Wide Receiver 
Sophomore ¢ 6-0, 168 


Miami, Fla. 
Northwestern HS 


Thin receiver with 
above-average 
speed (4.48) and 
leaping ability (37- 
inch vertical jump). ... 
Could become a 
standout with added 
strength and consis- 
tency. ... Showed 
ability to get deep in 
Garnet & Gold Game, 
hauling in a 64-yard touchdown pass from Chris 
Weinke. ... Snagged 11 passes for 163 yards 
and a touchdown as a redshirt freshman last 
season. ... Highlights included a 23-yard recep- 
tion at Florida which set up a Seminole score. ... 
Hails from same high school as former FSU Alll- 
America Marvin Jones. ... Nickname is “Snoop.” 
... Born February 6, 1977. 
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Free Safety 

Sophomore @ 5-11, 179 
Dothan, Ala. 

Northview HS 


Fast (4.5), aggres- 
sive safety who will 
back up Dexter 
Jackson this fall. ... 
Was temporarily dis- 
missed from the 
baseball team for 
academic reasons, 
... Allowed to prac- 
tice football through- 
out spring, McCorkel 
felt he made big strides in technique and 
knowledge. ... As a redshirt freshman, made 
22 tackles, one for loss, in nine games in 
1997. ... The lone Parade All-America in 
FSU’s 1996 recruiting class. _.. Hails from 
high school which sent Lawrence Dawsey to 
FSU in 1986. ... Born December 23, 1977. 


Center 
Sophomore @ 6-3, 291 
Panama City, Fla. 


Will battle Eric 
Thomas for the start- 
ing center job. ... 
Split time with the 
first team throughout 
spring drills. ... 
Plenty strong with a 
425-pound bench 
press, accompanied 
by 5.37 clocking in 
the 40. ... Saw 
action as a reserve in 1997, ... Regarded as 
Florida's top center prospect as a high 
school senior in 1995. ... Member of Florida's 
Super 24 squad. ... Born January 21, 1978. 


William 
McCray 


Fullback 

Sophomore @ 5-11, 220 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Bolles School 


Took a shot at tail- 
back in the spring 
before returning to 
fullback the final 
week. ... Features 
powerful build (445- 
pound bench) and 
good speed (4.58). 
... Has good hands, 
evidenced by 14- 
yard TD catch in the 
Garnet & Gold Game. ... As a true freshman 
in 1997, scored two touchdowns in FSU's 
Sugar Bowl win over Ohio State. .., Totaled 
22 yards on six rushes (3.7 ypc) during regu- 
lar season, ... Played high school ball at 
powerful Bolles with fellow 'Nole Char-ron 
Dorsey. ... Rushed for 274 yards in state title 
game as a junior. ... Born January 31, 1979. 


Quarterback 
Sophomore © 6-2, 226 
Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. 
Ft. Walton Beach HS 


Will have a shot at the 
starting job if Dan 
Kendra is unable to 
recover sufficiently 
from knee surgery. ... 
Was enjoying a fine 
spring before separat- 
ing his right shoulder 
during the third week 
of drills. ... Expected to 
be healthy when pre- 
season camp arrives. ... An excellent athlete with 
4.52 speed. ... Did not throw a pass, but did 
rush one time for 8 yards as a freshman. .. 
Played in every game as FSU's holder. ... 
Attended same high schoo! as former Florida 
Heisman Trophy winner Danny Wuerffel. Like 
Wuerffel, Outzen led Ft. Walton Beach to a state 
title as a senior. ... Born February 24, 1978. 


Polley 


Linebacker 

Sophomore © 6-4, 230 
Baltimore, Md. 

Dunbar HS 


Favored to start at 
the strong-side 
linebacker spot 
opposite Lamont 
Green. ... Hard- 
nosed performer 
who makes plays 
sideline to sideline. 
... Needs to continue 
to add strength, 
benching 330 
pounds last August. ... Credited with 21 tack- 
les, one for loss, and a sack as a freshman. ... 
Named the ACC Rookie of the Week following 
the Duke game, in which he tallied six tackles, 
a sack and a blocked punt. ... An accom- 
plished basketball player at famed Dunbar 
High, ... Born January 11, 1978, 


Billy 
Rhodes 


Fullback 

Senior © 6-1, 272 
Eustis, Fla. 

Eustis HS 


May have found a 
home at fullback 
after stints on the 
defensive and offen- 
sive lines. ... Gives 
FSU a physical and 
willing blocker in the 
backfield. ... One of 
the 'Noles' strongest 
players with a 500- 
pound bench press. 
... Made eight tackles and a sack on defense 
in ‘97. ... Moved to offensive guard late in the 
season, but was forced back to defense 
against Georgia Tech. He responded by mak- 
ing two tackles. ... Has family ties as brother, 
Bobby, is a linebacker at FSU and father, Bill 
Sr., was a star offensive lineman for the ‘Noles 
(1966-68). ... Born October 10, 1975. 
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Theon 
Rackley 


Linebacker 
Junior ¢ 6-0, 233 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
FAMU HS 


Should see plenty of 
action at outside 
linebacker this fall. ... 
Physical player who 
excels against the 
run. ... Very strong 
for a linebacker with 
a 440-pound bench. 
.. Vertical jumps 34 
inches. ... Solid spe- 
cial teams contributor 
throughout his career. ... Racked up 18 tackles 
as a sophomore last season. ... Best outing 
was a four-tackle performance in FSU’s 47-0 
rout of Miami. ... Had 26 tackles, one for loss, 
in 1996. ... Originally recruited as a safety. ..- 
High school teammate of FSU receiver Ron 
Dugans. .,, Key member of state champ 
basketball team. ... Born February 8, 1977. 


Bobby 
Rhodes 


Linebacker 

Junior @ 5-11, 215 
Eustis, Fla. 

Eustis HS 


Versatile "backer who 
can play any of the 
three spots. ... Under- 
sized but instinctive 
player who gets to the 
ball. ... Has played 
middle linebacker 
during his career, but 
got a look on the out- 
side last spring. ... 
Proved a capable 
backup to Daryl Bush last fall, performing well 
against Mary-land and Ohio State. .., His 10 
tackles in relief of Bush vs. Maryland earned 
him ACC Defensive Lineman of the Week hon- 
ors. ... Finished the year with 28 tackles, three 
for loss. ... Had 10 tackles and a sack in 1996. 
... Born January 25, 1977. 


Jamal 
Reynolds 


Defensive End 
Sophomore © 6-3, 251 
Aiken, S.C. 

Aiken HS 


Enjoyed the most impres- 
sive spring of any young 
defensive player, show- 
ing strength, speed and 
tenacity. ... Has been 
compared to former FSU 
All-Americas Peter 
Boulware and Reinard 
Wilson. ... Teams with 
fellow sophomore David 
Warren to give FSU a 
sensational pair of sophomore ends. ... Expected 
to back up Tony Bryant and Roland Seymour, but 
could push for a starting spot. ... Has tons of 
strength (430-pound bench), speed (4.57 40) and 
agility (33.5-inch vertical jump). .., In seven 
games, made 12 tackles as a true freshman. .. 
One brother played at Rice, another at Wake 
Forest. ... Born February 20, 1979. 


Troy 
Saunders 


Cornerback 
Senior @ 5-10, 186 
Miami, Fla. 
Miami Springs HS 


Favorite to start at one 
cornerback spot, 
opposite Tay Cody. ... 
Well-built corner with 
good strength (345- 
pound bench) and 
speed (4.41). ... One 
of a long line of Miami- 
area DBs to play for 
FSU (Devin Bush, 
Samari Rolle, Shevin 
Smith, Derrick Gibson, et al.). ... Battled a foot 
injury throughout 1997, finishing with 25 tackles, 
an interception and four pass breakups, .., 
Started four games as a sophomore in 1996, tal- 
lying 17 tackles, an interception and six pass 
breakups. ... One pick came in FSU's victory at 
Miami. ... Had 14 tackles as a freshman in 1995. 
.. Born April 25, 1976. 


Seymour 


Defensive End 
Sophomore @ 6-4, 260 
New Orleans, La. 

St. Augustine HS 


Slated to start oppo- 
site Tony Bryant. ... 
A fundamental play- 
er who makes few 
mistakes. ... Very 
strong with a 435- 
pound bench press. 
... Coming off an 
excellent freshman 
year in which he 
made 28 tackles and 
six sacks. ... Made season-high eight tackles 
against Clemson. ... Posted sacks in consecu- 
tive games against Georgia Tech, Virginia 
and N.C. State. ... Turned 19 on January 22. 
.. Hails from same high school as former 
‘Noles Sean Jackson and Chris Cowart. ... 
Born January 22, 1979. 


Linebacker 

Senior ® 6-2, 240 
Sandersville, Ga. 
Washington Co. HS 


Listed as co-starter at 
MLB along with Brian 
Allen. ... Missed most 
of the '97 season fol- 
lowing reconstructive 
knee surgery in 
January. ... Suffered a 
torn anterior cruciate 
ligament in 1996 
Sugar Bowl. ... Tough, 
physical player in the 
middle. ... Played in nine games after recovering 
from surgery last fall, recording nine tackles, one 
for loss. ... Enjoyed productive freshman and 
sophomore seasons as Dary! Bush's backup, 
with combined totals of 72 tackles, seven for loss 
and two sacks. ... High school teammate of fel- 
low 'Nole Jeremy Brett. ... Nickname is “T-Boy." 
... Born October 31, 1974. 
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Corey 
Simon 


Defensive Tackle 
Junior ® 6-2, 283 
Pompano Beach, Fla. 
Ely HS 


Enormously gifted, 
but oft-injured, player 
who sat out spring ball 
after shoulder surgery. 
... Has shown ability 
to dominate the line 
and chase down ball 
carriers, ... Despite 
battling injuries, made 
37 tackles, six for loss, 
and two sacks last 
fall. ... Also broke up a pass and recovered 
two fumbles. ... In 1996, earned a medical hard- 
ship due to shoulder surgery. ... Ely High 
also,produced FSU stars Henri and Zack Crockett 
and Tyrant Marion. ... Born March 2, 1977, 


Wide Receiver 

Junior @ 5-7, 172 
Decatur, Ga. 
Southwest DeKalb HS 


One of the ‘Noles’ 
fastest players, who 
excels in track, ... 
Must improve hands 
and concentration to 
become a regular in 
FSU's receiver rota- 
tion. ... Constant 
deep threat who 
often blows past 
defenders. ... Hauled 
in nine passes for 199 yards (22.1 ypc) and 
two touchdowns last fall. ... Averaged 21 yards 
on 13 kickoff returns, with a long of 38 yards. 

... Averaged 28.8 yards on five returns as a 
freshman in 1996. ... Caught one pass for 15 
yards that season. ... His Southwest DeKalb 
High School is one of Georgia's top programs. 
... Born January 4, 1976, 


57 


Ryan 


Sprague 
Fullback/Tight End 
Sophomore @ 6-4, 254 
Augusta, Ga. 

Lakeside HS 


Can play either tight 
end or fullback. ... 
Saw action at the 
two spots during 
spring ball. ... 
Walked on at Florida 
State in 1996 and 
earned a scholar- 
ship the next fall. .. 
Played extensively 
on special teams 

in 1997. ... Ran a personal-best 4.86 in the 
40 last April. ... Also sports a bench press of 
385 pounds and a vertical jump of 31.5 
inches, .., Born November 3, 1977 


Clevan 
Thomas 


Cornerback 
Sophomore @ 5-9, 194 
Miami, Fla. 

Senior HS 


Showed playmaking 
ability in the spring 
with several inter- 
ceptions and pass 
breakups. ... Very 
strong for a corner- 
back, with a 350- 
pound bench press. 
..« Runs the 40 in 
4.64 seconds and 
vertical jumps 35.5 
inches. ... Saw limited action as a true fresh- 
man, making a pair of stops and an intercep- 
tion. ... Played quarterback in high school, 
ala former FSU corners Deion Sanders, Tracy 
Sanders and Samari Rolle. ... Nickname is 
“Cookie.” .., Born April 6, 1979. 


Center 

Junior © 6-3, 281 
Miami, Fla. 
Columbus HS 


Slight favorite over 
Jarad Moon to 
replace Kevin Long 
at center. ... lf not 
center, Thomas is 
also capable of 
landing a job at 
guard should 
Donald Heaven or 
Jason Whitaker fal- 
ter. ... With no 
seniors on the offensive line, ranks with fellow 
juniors Whitaker, Jeremy Brett and Tarlos 
Thomas as the veterans of the group. ... Has 
increased bench press to 405 pounds over 
the course of his career. ... Vertical jumps a 
respectable 28 inches. ... Started two games 
as a redshirt freshman in 1996 when Long 
was injured. ... Born November 5, 1977. 


Tres 
Walton 


Wide Receiver 
Sophomore # 5-10, 187 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Mainland HS 


Future uncertain fol- 
lowing a knee injury 
in spring. ... Has 
already undergone 
reconstruction twice 
on the knee. ... 
Boasts good upper- 
body strength (335- 
pound bench press) 
and leaping ability 
(35.5-inch vertical 
jump), ... Playing very little as a redshirt 
freshman, he did not record a reception. ... 
Suffered first knee injury as a high school 
senior and missed most of senior year. .. 
Attended Bobby Bowden's summer camp 
prior to senior season, where he ran a 4.34 in 
the 40. ... Born March 23, 1978 
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Tarlos 
Thomas 


Offensive Tackle 
Junior @ 6-5, 319 
Monticello, Fla. 
Jefferson Co. HS 


Formerly Tarlos 
Crumitie, changed 
his name last 
spring. ... Could 
become the ‘Noles’ 
starting tight 
(strong-side) tackle 
with a strong pre- 
season. ... Rana 
respectable 5.25 in 
the 40 in April. ... 
Very strong with a 455-pound bench press. 
... Played very little as a reserve in 1997. ... 
Sat out freshman season in 1996 as a partial 
academic qualifier. ... A highly touted 
prospect from nearby Jefferson County who 
excelled at center and defensive tackle. ... A 
Bobby Bowden summer camp attendee. .- 
Born August 23, 1977. 


Defensive End 
Sophomore @ 6-2, 241 
Tyler, Texas 

John Tyler HS 


Former USA Today 
Defensive Player of 
the Year with huge 
upside. ... Incredibly 
fast for a lineman, he 
was clocked at 4.46 
in the 40 in April. ... 
Vertical jump of 33.5 
inches is also impres- 
sive, ... Should see 
plenty of action this 
fall. ... Tremendous pass rusher who must 
improve against the run. ... Credited with 16 
stops, including a sack, as a true freshman. ... 
His sack came against Maryland. ... A prep 
legend in Texas, he comes from the same high 
school as Earl Campbell. ... Made 31 sacks 
and blocked 19 kicks in his high school career. 
... Born October 14, 1978. 


Defensive End 
Junior @ 6-5, 222 
Cocoa, Fla. 
Cocoa HS 


Tail, lean player 
whose primary con- 
tributions have been 
on special teams. .. 
Could help as a 
pass rusher in long- 
yardage situations. 
... Very quick with a 
4.63 clocking in the 
40. ... Also has 33- 
inch vertical jump. 
... Has just four career tackles entering his 
junior year. ... One of the best students on 
the Seminole team. ,.. Lone star on a winless 
team as a high school senior, posting 15 
sacks. ... Born August 20, 1976. 


Quarterback 
Sophomore @ 6-5, 241 
St. Paul, Minn. 
Cretin-Derham Hall HS 


The ‘Noles’ probable 
starting QB if Dan 
Kendra is unable to 
return from knee 
surgery. .., Will be 26 
years old when season 
starts. ... Prototype 
pocket passer with a 
rocket arm. ... Saw 
action in three games 
as a freshman in '97, 
hitting 7-of-13 passes for 82 yards, two touch- 
downs and an interception. ... After signing with 
FSU in 1990, accepted a contract with the 
Toronto Blue Jays. .,. Played in that organiza- 
tion's minor-league system until 1996. Having 
been promised a scholarship by Bobby Bowden 
should he return to FSU, Weinke dictjust that in 
January of '97. ... Born July 31, 1972, 


Ton 
Benford 


Defensive Line 
6-4, 260 
Denver, Colo. 
Jefferson HS 


Sports a 4.8 40-yard dash time 

and a bench press of 365 
pounds, ... Has only played two years of 
football. ... Recorded 20.5 sacks as a senior 
and 21.5 as a junior. ... Also had over 90 
tackles during senior campaign. .., The No, 7 
defensive lineman in the Big 12 region by 
PrepStar. ... Named one of the top six rush 
ends in the Big 12 region by the National 
Recruiting Advisor. ... Tabbed as the No. 43 
player in the Midlands region by SuperPrep 
before the 1997 season. ... Also played bas- 
ketball at Jefferson. ... Selected the 
Seminoles over Nebraska, Oklahoma State, 
Texas and North Carolina 


Running Back 
5-10, 180 

Lake City, Fla. 
Columbia HS 


Owns 4,6 speed and bench 
presses 330 pounds, with a 
clean-and-jerk of 300 pounds. ... Won the 
state weightlifting championship in his weight 
class. ... Rated the No. 23 overall player in 
Florida by the St. Petersburg Times. ... A third- 
team All-State selection. ... Totaled 1,346 
yards on 188 carries and 25 touchdowns dur- 
ing senior campaign. ... Added 19 receptions 
for 274 yards and three touchdowns. .., Also 
played cornerback when needed. ... The third 
Columbia grad to sign with the Seminoles in 
the last six years, joining Reinard Wilson and 
Brian Allen. ... Chose FSU over South Carolina 
and Virginia Tech. 


STATE SEMINOLES 


Rian 
Cason 
Defensive Line 

6-5, 300 

College Park, Ga. 
Woodward Academy 


A second-team All-USA selec- 
tion by USA Today, ... Recorded 
73 tackles, four sacks and a blocked kick as a 
senior. ... First-team Class 3A All-State pick. ... 
Rated the No. 5 defensive lineman in the coun- 
try by Tom Lemming. ... NRA’s No. 56 player in 
the country. ... Named to Super Southern 100 
and Georgia Super 11 teams by the Allanta 
Journal-Constitution, ... Given pertect grades 
by Jeff Whitaker (10.00) and Forrest Davis (5). 
.. Played nosequard and offensive guard in 
leading Woodward Academy to an 11-1 record 
last year, ... Reported 40-yard dash time of 
4,9... Chose FSU over Georgia, Tennessee, 
Notre Dame and North Carolina 
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(¢] Hometown (High School/JC) 
Tony Benford DL 6-4 260 Fr. Denver, Colo. (Jefferson) 
Quinton Callum RB 5-10 180 Fr. Lake City, Fla. (Columbia) 
Rian Cason DL 6-5 300 Fr. College Park, Ga, (Woodward) 
Reggie Durden” DB 5-8 176 Jr. Houston, Texas (Copiah-Lincoin CC) 
Kevin Emanuel DL 6-4 240 Fr Waco, Texas (Waco) 
Nick Franklin® TE 6-2 260 Jr. St. Petersburg, Fla. (S.W. Miss. JC) 
Talman Gardner WR 6-2 195 Fr New Orleans, La. (McDonogh) 
Michael Hamilton LB 6-3 200 Fr. Madison, Fla. (Madison Co.) 
Montrae Holland OL 6-3 325 Fr Ore City, Texas (Jefferson) 
Chris Hope DB 6-2 195 Fr. Rock Hill, S.C. (Rock Hill) 
Jerel Hudson LB 6-3 230 Fr. Homestead, Fla. (South Dade) 
Patrick Hughes TE 6-5 237 Fr. Nacogdoches, Texas (Nacogdoches) 
Octavis Jackson DL 6-2 255 Fr. Miami, Fla, (Carol City) 
Jared Jones QB 6-5 220 Fr Walla Walla, Wash. (Walla Walla) 
Antoine Mirambeau Cc 6-4 270 Fr Miami, Fla. (Miami Beach) 
Greg Moore WR 6-1 185 Fr. Bartow, Fla. (Bartow) 
Robert Morgan’ WR 6-0 190 Fr East Point, Ga. (Tri-Cities) 
Antoine Mirambeau OL 6-4 270 Fr. Miami, Fla. (Miami Beach) 
Stanford Samuels DB 5-10 180 Fr. Miami, Fla. (Carol City) 
Raymont Skaggs* RB 5-9 179 dr. Los Angeles, Calif. (West LA College) 
Malcolm Tatum DB 6-1 170 Fr. Miami, Fla. (Killian) 
Corey Whitaker OL 6-4 290 Fr. Pace, Fla. (Pace) 
Brett Williams OL 6-6 320 Fr Kissimmee, Fla. (Osceola) 
Todd Williams OL 6-6 283 Fr Bradenton, Fla. (Southeast) 
Chris Woods LB 6-3 244 Fr Orlando, Fla. (Jones) 
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*Enrolled at Florida State for the spring semester. 


Cornerback 

5-8, 176 

Houston, Tex. 

Sam Houston HS/Copiah- 
Lincoln C.C. (Miss.) 


A junior in eligibility. ... Bench 
pressed 310 pounds with a 33.5-inch vertical 
jump in January. ... Originally signed with 
FSU in 1996, but was denied admission by 
the NCAA Clearinghouse. Attended Texas 
A&M-Kingsville for one season before trans- 
ferring to Copiah-Lincoln. Enrolled at FSU in 
January. ... Playing quarterback and tail- 
back, totaled 1,554 all-purpose yards at 
Copiah-Lincoln. ... The NRA’s No. 7 junior col- 
lege prospect nationally. ... Accounted for 
6,421 yards all-purpose yards and 64 TDs in 
his four-year prep career. ... Selected FSU 
over LSU, Texas A&M, Kansas State and 
Arizona out of high school. 


Defensive Line 
6-4, 240 
Waco, Texas 
Waco HS 


Has a frame that should allow 

him to add an additional 25 
pounds. ... Tallied 71 tackles, seven sacks, 
one interception (for a TD), two fumble recov- 
eries and two fumbles caused. ... Has report- 
ed 310-pound bench press and a 40-yard 
dash time of 4.83. ... Central Texas Defensive 
Player of the Year. ... David Garvin's No. 1 
defensive end in Texas and No. 5 overall 
prospect. ... Rated among the top eight rush 
ends in the nation by the National Recruiting 
Advisor. ... Cousin of Tampa Bay Bucs wide 
receiver Bert Emanuel. ... Chose FSU over 
Texas, Colorado, Oklahoma State and lowa. 


CIVYSH THH MOOH/OLLO 'S ASYSdSP “OLOHd 


Chris Hope was a sensational two-way player at Rock Hill High School. 
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Jared Jones features a powerful arm and 
excellent mobility. 


Nick 
Franklin 


Tight End 

6-2, 260 

St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Osceola HS/Southwest 
Mississippi C.C. 


Enrolled in January and made an immediate 
impression with blocking skills in spring drills. 
... Also displayed decent receiving ability. ... 
Features 30-inch vertical jump. ... Will help fill 
the void left by All-ACC tight end Melvin 
Pearsall and could contend for the starting 
job. ... Considered by many to be the top 
junior-college tight end in the nation. ... Rated 
among the top 30 junior-college prospects by 
the National Recruiting Advisor. ... Has three 
years to use two remaining seasons of eligi- 
bility. ... 40-yard dash time listed at 4.7 sec- 
onds. ... Selected FSU over Alabama, UCF 
and Baylor. 


NILSTING NOINN VTIVM VTIVWWNYWHST D389 ‘OLOHd 


Talman 
Gardner 


Wide Receiver 
6-2, 195 

New Orleans, La. 
McDonogh HS 


Named to the Parade All- 

America team and a second- 
team All-USA selection by USA Today. ... 
Pulled down 47 passes for 944 yards and 13 
touchdowns as a senior, ,,. The No, 1 wide 
receiver in the southeast by PrepStar. ... 
Listed as the No. 3 wideout in the country by 
SuperPrep, the No, 3 overall prospect in 
Louisiana and No. 19 nationally. ... The No. 8 
receiver in the country according to the 
NRA. ... An Aflanta Journal-Constitution 
Super Southern 100 selection. ... Won the 
state 200m title as a junior. .., Reportedly 
clocked at 4.29 in the 40. ... Chose FSU over 
Georgia, LSU, Tulane and Florida. 


Defensive Back 
6-2, 195 

Rock Hill, S.C. 
Rock Hill HS 


First-team USA Today All-USA 
and Parade All-America, ... 


Regarded as the nation's top safety prospect. 


... Boasts 4.5 speed. .., Recorded 114 tack- 
les and three interceptions, while rushing for 
1,319 yards and 20 touchdowns his senior 
year. .., Finished career with 474 tackles, 10 
interceptions and four fumble recoveries. ... 
Set a school record with 55 consecutive 
starts. ... Selected to the PrepStar Dream 
Team and ranked the No. 1 defensive back 
nationally. ... America’s No. 3 defensive back 
and No, 50 prospect by the NRA. ... Member 
of the AJC Super Southern 100. ... Selected 
FSU over Michigan, Penn State, Florida and 
South Carolina. 


s 


Linebacker 

6-3, 200 
Madison, Fla. 
Madison Co, HS 


46 


A first-team Class 4A All-State 
selection as a junior and senior 
at Madison. ... Recorded 185 tackles (110 
solo) and seven sacks his final year. ... 
Honorable mention All-USA honors from USA 
Today, ... A member of the Orlando Sentinel's 
Super 24 squad and the Tallahassee 
Democrat's Big Bend Defensive Player of the 
Year. ... Rated as the No. 2 outside lineback- 
er in the state by the Florida Times-Union. ... 
Bench presses 275 pounds, runs the 40-yard 
dash in 4.5 and has a 33-inch vertical leap, 
according to his coach. ... Selected FSU over 
Auburn and Michigan State. 


Linebacker 

6-3, 230 
Homestead, Fla. 
South Dade HS 


Emerged as one of the top 
linebacking prospects in the 
state as a senior, ... Could eventually grow 
into a defensive end. ... Registered 92 tack- 
les, 10 for loss, and two interceptions as a 
senior. .., A Class 5A All-State first-team hon- 
oree. .. SuperPrep's No. 24 prospect in 
Florida and No. 28 linebacker nationwide. ... 
Rated the No, 2 inside linebacker in the state 
by the Florida Times-Union. ... Also partici- 
pated in basketball and track. ... Turned in 
personal bests of 4.6 in the 40-yard dash and 
a bench press of 365 pounds. ... Selected 
FSU over Florida, Miami, West Virginia and 
Kansas State 
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Offensive Line 
6-3, 325 

Ore City, Texas 
Jefferson HS 


Considered one of the top 
three offensive lineman in 
Texas. .,. Also played on the defensive line 
where he recorded 71 tackles, three sacks 
and two fumble recoveries as a senior. ... 
Possesses 450-pound bench press. ,.. Listed 
as one of the top five offensive linemen in the 
state by Jeff Whitaker. ... Named a top-10 
guard prospect by the National Recruiting 
Aavisor. .,. Tom Lemming's No. 21 player in 
the Southwest. ... The No. 70 overall prospect 
in Texas by SuperPrep. ... The state's No. 2 
offensive lineman according to David Garvin. 

. Chose FSU over Texas, Texas A&M, Texas 
Tech and Oklahoma. 


Tight End 

6-5, 237 
Nacogdoches, Texas 
Nacogdoches HS 


Rated the top tight end in the 
country by the National 
Recruiting Advisorand SuperPrep. ... The 
NRA‘s No. 65 overall prospect. ... A USA 
Today honorable mention All-USA selection. 
... Caught 13 passes for 225 yards and four 
touchdowns in a run-oriented offense as a 
senior. ,.. Recorded 81 “pancake” blocks. .., 
Tabbed the No. 13 prospect nationally by Bill 
Buchalter. ... No. 7 overall prospect in Texas 
by the Austin American-Statesman. ... 
Received 10.0 ranking from Jeff Whitaker. ... 
Twice named all-district. ... Selected FSU 
over Miami, LSU, Texas A&M and Texas. 


Defensive Line 
6-2, 255 
Miami, Fla. 
Carol City HS 


A Class 6A first-team All-State 
selection. ... Helped lead Carol 
City to a second-consecutive state title last 
fall. ... Totaled over 80 tackles and 22 sacks 
as a senior. ... Listed among the top 45 play- 
ers in the state of Florida by SuperPrep, .. 
The No. 2 defensive tackle in the state, 
according to the Florida Times-Union. ... 
Rated among the top seven nosequards in 
the Southeast by the National Recruiting 
Advisor. ,.. Joined teammate Stanford 
Samuels in signing with FSU. ... Carol City 
grads Donald Heaven and Bradley Jennings 
are also ‘Noles, ... Chose FSU over Kansas 
State, Miami, and Alabama. 


Wide Receiver 
6-1, 185 
Bartow, Fla. 
Bartow HS 


Clocked at 4.35 in the 40 and 

possesses a 38-inch vertical 
leap. ... Missed six games during senior sea- 
son with a broken arm, recording 13 recep- 
tions for 330 yards. ,... Ranked the No. 8 wide 
receiver in the nation and 10th-best prospect 
in Florida by SuperPrep. ... Member of the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 
100... No. 1 receiver in the state by Florida 
Times-Union. ... Forrest Davis rating of 5, ... 
Received rating of 10 from Jeff Whitaker. ... 
64 receptions for 1,003 yards and 13 touch- 
downs as a junior for siate champs. ... 
Selected FSU over Michigan, Ohio State, 
Tennessee and Maryland. 
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Jared 


Jones 
Quarterback 

6-5, 220 

Walla Walla, Wash. 
Walla Walla HS 


Listed as the sixth-best QB 

and No, 37 player nationally by 
the NRA. ... Tabbed the No. 7 quarterback in 
the country by Tom Lemming and 12th by 
SuperPrep. ,.. Completed 201 of 411 passes 
for 2,816 yards, 21 touchdowns and 19 inter- 
ceptions in three-year career. ... Also played 
receiver, safety and kick returner. ... Named 
to All-State team as a free safety. ... Attended 
the same high school as New England 
Patriots QB Drew Bledsoe... A top prospect 
in baseball as a pitcher/shortstop. ... Has 
recorded a 40-yard dash time of 4.63 anda 
vertical leap of 34 inches, .. Selected FSU 
over Washington and Tennessee. 


Wide Receiver 
6-0, 190 

East Point, Ga. 
Tri-Cities HS 


Originally signed with FSU in 

1997, but failed to qualify aca- 
demically. ... Enrolled in January after mak- 
ing the NCAA-required SAT score. ... 
impressed coaches during spring drills, dis- 
playing excellent hands, strength, speed and 
work habits, ... Has drawn comparisons to 
former FSU All-America Lawrence Dawsey. 
.. Had 952 yards and seven touchdowns as 
a prep senior, .,, Rated as the No. 5 wide 
receiver in the southeast by PrepStar. ... 
Named to the Allanta Journal-Constitution 
Super Southern 100, ... Chose FSU over 
Florida, Tennessee and Georgia. 


Center 

6-4, 270 

Miami, Fla. 
Miami Beach HS 


Rated the No, 1 center 
prospect in the country by the 
National Recruiting Advisor. ... Grades and 
standardized test score may keep him from 
playing as a freshman. ... Missed senior 
season after reconstructive knee surgery to 
repair a torn ACL. ... Benches over 400 
pounds. ... No. 12 offensive line prospect by 
SuperPrep ... Selected to the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100. ... 
Received a rating of 9.75 from Jeff Whitaker. 
.. Forrest Davis rating of 5. ... Finished third 
in the prep heavyweight wrestling champi- 
onships as a junior. ... Chose FSU over West 
Virginia and Miami, 


Defensive Back 
5-10, 180 
Miami, Fla. 
Carol City HS 


First-team Class 6A All-State 
selection following senior sea- 

in. .,, Benches more than 300 pounds and 
has been timed at 4.5 in the 40. ... Recorded 31 
tackles, five interceptions and three blocked 
punts while missing six games with a separated 
shoulder. ... Three-year starter in one of Florida's 
top programs. ,.. Helped lead Carol City team 
to a pair of state titles. ... Member of PrepStar 
Dream Team and its 
No. 8 defensive back prospect in the couniry. .. 
Selected to the Orlando Sentinel Super 24 
team. ... Member of the Affanta Journal- 
Constitution Super Southern 100. ... Chose FSU 
over Georgia Tech, Miami and Northwestern, 


Tailback 

5-9, 179 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
Dorsey HS/ 

West Los Angeles College 


A complete unknown before 
enrolling at FSU in January. ... Quick player 
who could help as a backup tailback or kick 
returner. ... Showed rapid improvement in 
spring ball after struggling early with block- 
ing assignments. ... Fits the mold of recent 
Seminole "scatbacks". .,, Caught 24 passes 
for 297 yards and three touchdowns as a 
slot receiver last season at West L.A, 
College. ... The lone Californian on FSU's 
roster. ... Comes from same junior college 
as Warren Moon and Keyshawn Johnson. ,.. 
Also attended Johnson's high school. 
Selected FSU over Oklahoma, lowa State 
and Syracuse. 


Offensive Line 
6-6, 320 
Kissimmee, Fla. 
Osceola HS 


The No. 1 offensive line 

prospect in the country 
according to SuperPrep. ... Named to the 
first-team USA Today All-USA squad. ... A 
Parade All-American. ... Regarded as the 
No. 3 offensive lineman nationally by Tom 
Lemming, ... An Orlando Sentine! All- 
Southern and Super 24 pick. .. A member of 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super 
Southern 100. ,.. Graded out at 91 percent 
as a senior and totaled 51 "pancakes." .., 
Has great quickness and upper body 
strength (4.9 in the 40, 370-pound bench 
press). ... Won a state title in the discus as. a 
sophomore, and both the discus and shot 
put as a junior. ... Selected FSU over Florida 
and Alabama. 


FLORIDA STATE 1998 FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 


Malcolm 
Tatum 


Defensive Back 
6-1, 170 
Miami, Fla. 
Killian HS 


Named the state's top corner- 
back prospect by the Florida 
Times-Union, ... Also a great punt returner. 
... An All-Dade County selection as a senior, 
... Named to the third-team Class 6A All- 
State squad. ... The No. 27 player in Florida 
according to the St. Petersburg Times. ... An 
All-Southeast selection by the National 
Recruiting Advisor. ... A teammate of 
Derrick Gibson at Killian in 1996. ... Joins a 
long line of Dade County defensive backs to 
sign with the Seminoles (including Gibson, 
James Colzie, Samari Rolle, Troy Saunders, 
Devin Bush), ,.. Reported 40-yard dash 
times in the 4.3 range. ... Chose FSU over 
Florida and Miami. 


Todd 
Williams 


Offensive Line 
6-6, 283 
Bradenton, Fla. 
Southeast HS 


Tabbed the No. 5 offensive 
tackle in the state by the 
Florida Times-Union. ... Rated the No. 27 
state prospect by the Tampa Tribune. ... 
Named one of the top seven offensive tack- 
les in the Southeast by the National 
Recruiting Advisor. ,.. An Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution Super Southern 100 pick. ... 
Graded out at 85 percent with 24 “pancakes” 
during senior season, ... Named to the Class 
6A All-State second team. ,.. Reported 40- 
yard dash time of 4.9 with a 335-pound 
bench press. ... Attended the same high 
schoo! as current Seminole Peter Warrick. 
chose FSU over South Carolina, Southern 
Mississippi and Michigan State. 


Corey 
Whitaker 


Offensive Line 
6-4, 290 
Pace, Fla. 
Pace HS 


Played tackle in high school, 
but will likely be a guard at the 
collegiate level. ... Attended the same high 
schoo! as former Seminole quarterback Thad 
Busby. ... Graded out at 80 percent or better 
over junior and senior seasons. .., Boasts a 
bench press in excess of 400 pounds with 
5.2 speed. ... Named to the Super 24 team 
by the Orlando Sentinel. ... A Florida Times- 
Union Super 75 selection at guard. .. 
Recognized as one of the top 50 offensive 
line prospects in the Southeast by PrepStar. 
.. Tabbed as an All-America by the National 
Recruiting Advisor, .., Selected FSU over 
Alabama, Syracuse and Central Florida. 


Linebacker 
6-3, 244 
Orlando, Fla. 
~ Jones HS 


The Orange County Defensive 
Player of the Year. ... Speed 
reported in the 4.6 range. ... Recorded 128 
tackles, six sacks, forced six fumbles and 
recovered five during senior year, despite 
nursing a fractured foot. ,.. Underwent 
surgery after the season. ... Played inside 
and outside linebacker, nosequard, tight end 
fullback and deep snapper at Jones, ,.. A 
member of the Orlando Sentinels All-Central 
Florida team. ... A Class 4A All-State second- 
team pick, .,. Rated the No, 66 prospect in 
Florida by SuperPrep. ... The state runner-up 
in the discus as a sophomore and junior. ... 
Selected FSU over Alabama, Tennessee, 
Florida and Georgia. 
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phone call away with the Osceola i 

Hotline, your source for the most up-to- §_. bg =" A 

date info available on the ‘Noles. ——— We ps 
When FSU begins practice, the Osceola fe pre 

Hotline will be there with detailed daily af, be 

reports on the Seminoles’ preseason 

preparations. Once the season starts, the . 

Hotline will keep you informed with daily [aA 


injury updates and Bobby Bowden's comments a F: 


E lorida State football news is just a 


4 


following each practice. 

The Osceola Hotline is also the source for — 
FSU recruiting news once the “second season” 
gets underway. 

Get your fix of Seminole basketball, 
baseball and more by calling the Osceola 
Hotline. 


FOOTBALL FEVER! 


LINE 1 Florida State sports updates 

LINE 2 Florida State basketball updates (includes recruiting) 

LINE 3 Florida State baseball updates (begins in February) 

LINE 5 Florida State football updates (includes recruiting) 

LINE 6 Bill Buchalter’s recruiting report 

LINE 8 FastScores: Up-to-date scores for all college and pro events 


1-900-860-4378 


$1.59 per minute. Must be 18 years old. 


National 


Preview 


BY JIMUENRY 


nce again, the nation's heavy hitters 
are loaded. You know the faces — 
Florida State, Ohio State, 
Nebraska, Florida, Michigan. 

Sure, each has the ability to dominate 
its respective conference and contend for the 
national championship. However, it can be a 
difficult and dusty trail to the promised land. 

At the moment, everyone is even and 
everyone is psyched. 

It was evident at Michigan that the 
enthusiasm of the Wolverines’ national cham- 
pionship last season has yet to wear off. An 
estimated crowd of 35,000 attended 
Michigan's spring game despite poor weather 
and stadium construction. 

The same could be said at Nebraska, 
where a crowd of 60,498 showed to watch 
the Cornhuskers’ spring game under first- 
year coach Frank Solich. A year ago 
Nebraska capped coach Tom Osborne's 
25th and last season as the Cornhuskers’ 
head coach with a share of the national title, 
earning the USA Today/ESPN coaches’ poll 
title — Its third in the past four seasons. 

Of course, fans are forever trying to 
gauge their team’s chances of repeating. 

Michigan would appear to have the 
better chance of the two, despite a difficult 
schedule. The Wolverines must replace, 
most notably, Heisman Trophy winner 
Charles Woodson and quarterback Brian 
Griese, while the Cornhuskers have a new 
quarterback, new offensive line and new 
head coach. 

Michigan coach Lloyd Carr spent most 
of the spring trying to find his quarterback. 
Tom Brady, a fourth-year junior, finished 
atop the depth chart, but the competition 
from one-time starter Scott Dreisbach is 
expected to continue in the fall. 

Whoever emerges will work behind a 
line that returns four starters, highlighted 
by senior tackle Jon Jansen, who has 37 
consecutive starts. Big Ten Fresh-man of 


the Year Anthony Thomas returns 
at running back and Tai Streets 
anchors the athletic receivers. 

On defense, a replacement 
for Woodson must be found. 
Sophomores James Whitley and 
William Peterson are backups, 
though Carr may also look for 
help from his incoming freshmen, 
a recruiting class that ranked 
among the nation’s best. 

At Nebraska, all eyes were 
on Solich, the new guy on the 
(Big Red) block. 

In an oft-repeated story, 
Solich prepared for his first spring 
practice, as the Cornhuskers’ 
head coach, right down to the 
most minute detail, only to forget 
to take his whistle with him. The 
problem was quickly solved 
by a student manager. Also, 
Il-back Dan Alexander, a solid 
250-pounder, inadvertently ran 
into Solich. 

“I've had worse hits,” Solich 
told reporters afterwards. 

More hits could come this 
season since Solich’s every move 


OSCEOLA’S 
PRESEASON 
TOP 25 


1. Florida State 
2. Ohio State 
3. Nebraska 

4. Florida 

5. Michigan 

6. UCLA 

7. Penn State 

8. Kansas State 
9. Arizona State 
10. West Virginia 
Ti. Tennessee 
12. Virginia 
13. LSU. 

74. Washington 
15. North Carolina 


16. Texas A&M 


17. Southern Miss 
18. Arizona 

19, Georgia 

20, Auburn 

21. Notre Dame 
22. Missouri 

23. Wisconsin 


24. Georgia Tech 
25, Syracuse 


quarterback, where sopho- 
more Bobby Newcombe 
earned the job, causing last 
season's backup, Frankie 
London, io switch positions. 
Newcombe, who once 
earned comparisons to for- 
mer Cornhusker Heisman 
Trophy winner Johnny 
Rodgers, played wingback 
from the fourth game on 
last season. 

But, goals don't change 
because of change. 

When asked how much 
he will be involved with 
Solich and the football team 
this season, Osborne said, 
“We undoubtedly will have 
some conversations from 
time to time. There's nothing 
magical about it.” 

Winning a national title 
is, however, said to be a 
magical experience. 

FSU and Ohio State — 
Sugar Bowl participants last 
season — also may have 
what it takes to win it all. 


is expected to be detailed. An assistant 
under Osborne for 19 years, Solich inherits 
the expectations of three national titles and 
a 60-3 record over the past five seasons. 

In addition, only two major college foot- 
ball coaches have ever directed a team io a 
national championship in their first season. 
In 1948, Bennie Oosterbaan, a Michigan All- 
America, returned to Ann Arbor as head 
coach and led the Wolverines to a 9-0 record 
and the Associated Press national title. In 
1989, Dennis Erickson led the University of 
Miami to the national championship in his 
first season at the helm. 

The most scrutinized position 
during spring practice at Nebraska was 
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The 'Noles, however, may enter the 
season without starting quarterback Dan 
Kendra, who tore the anterior cruciate liga- 
ment in his right knee during the spring 
game. But a young and extremely athletic 
and aggressive defense is expected to set 
the tone early for FSU, while it works out its 
offensive kinks. 

At Ohio State, the Buckeyes, who enter 
the fall as co-favorites in the Big Ten with 
Michigan, don't really have any glaring 
needs. They return quarterback Joe 
Germaine and middle linebacker Andy 
Katzenmoyer. Michael Wiley emerged as 
the No. 1 tailback and is the speed/power 
runner the Buckeyes have lacked since 


continued 


continued 


Eddie George. They also may have the best collec- 
tion of skill players in receivers David Boston and 
Dee Miller. 

On defense, junior college transfer James Cotton 
was moved from linebacker to defensive end early in 
spring drills and was so impressive that he was paired 
with Rodney Baily on the first unit. 

The Florida Gators are also expected to contend 
and may have their best defensive unit ever under 
coach Steve Spurrier. On offense, even if Doug 
Johnson (shoulder surgery) isn’t ready to start the 
year, Jesse Palmer looks to be a good fit for 
Spurrier’s attack. 

With Peyton Manning and Ryan Leaf gone to 
NFL riches, there's a bunch of stars waiting to burst 
on the college football scene. The Sunshine State 
just might have one of the biggest and brightest in 
quarterback Daunte Culpepper, who opted not to 
leave early for the NFL but return to Central Florida 
for his senior year. 

With the season on the horizon, it’s nearly time to 
kick back and watch the fun. Enjoy, because it’s a 
good bet you will recognize the names. @ 


CARL Domino Equity INCOME FUND 


(Distibuted by AmeriPrime Financial Securities, Inc) 


A CONSERVATIVE FUND 


WITH AN IMPRESSIVE 


RECORD MANAGED BY A 
TEAM OF EXPERIENCED 


FLORIDA-BASED 
PROFESSIONALS. 


For more information 
and a Prospectus call: 


INVESTMENT RETURN AND PRINCIPAL VALUE OF AN INVESTMENT IN THE 
FUND WILL FLUCTUATE. AN INVESTOR'S SHARES, WHEN REDEEMED, MAY 
BE WORTH MORE OR LESS THAN THEIR ORIGINAL COST. 


| 800-506-9922 


Record Points 
TNebraska(s2)2=~C«~SICSSOS~*«S*«CSO 
2. Michigan(a0)~=«712-0~+~+«+1;516 
3. Florida State ‘1-1 1,414 
4. North Carolina ~«<i11-1~«ST*«ee 
B.UCLA tO2 1,009 
&.Flonda ‘10-2 1,209 
7.Kansas State ‘1-1 + +1,192 
BTennessee ~~T1-2~+~«<*t;«~ fae 
5, Washington State 10-2 1,076 
j0.Georgjia ++ +‘10-2 1,007 
TT Aubun 0-0 654 
12. Ohio State 10-3 826 
73. LSU 9-3 786 
74. Arizona State... od 667 
7S.Purdue = Sao 666 
76. Colorado Stale ii-2 646 
77, Penn State o- 505 
T8.Washington O84 Sto 
79. Southern Miss Od 462 
20.Syracuse O4 380 
21. Texas A&M 9-4 359 
22, Mississippi 8-4 188 
23. Missouri 7-5 114 
24, Oklahoma State 8-4 103 
Bs. Airforce 10-3 74 


lowa 32, Louisiana Tech 31, Oregon 25, Cincinnati 


24, Arizona 23, Mississippi Stale 20, Michigan State 
16, New Mexico 13, Wisconsin 13, Tulane 10, Virginia 


9, West Virginia 7, Marshall 4, Notre Dame 1 
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1997 FINAL POLLS 


(First-place votes in parentheses) 


Also raceiving votes: Clemson 58, Georgia Tech 55, 


Record Points 
1. Michigan (51.5) 12-0 §=1,731.5 
2. Nebraska (18.5) 13-0 1,698.5 
ZB. Florida State ‘1-1 1,599 
@rlonda 10-2 1,455 
B.UCLA ‘O02 141d 
6. North Carolina 11-1 1,397 
7. Tennessee ~+‘tt-2 + 1,020 
8. Kansas State 11-1 1,302 
9. Washington State +‘10-2 ‘1,209 
70.Geoga 102 t,lal 
11. Auburn 10-3 1,025 
12, Ohio State 10-3 975 
13. L 9-3 856 
14. Arizona State 8-3 773 
j5.Purue #715 
16, Penn State 9-3 706 
77, Colorado State ‘12  o7a 
78,Washingion O47 
19, Southern Miss 9-3 490 
20. Texas A 9-4 421 
Bj.Syracuse~=©)—SOAS~*~<Ct«‘« 
22,Mississipp)~~«~8-4~«e58 
23, Missouri 7-5 175 
24, Oklahoma Slate ~~=84 72 


25. Georgia Tech 7-5 64 


Also receiving voles: Anzona 59, Oregon 50, Air 
Force 37, Marshall 33, Virginia 31, Clemson 27, 
Louisiana Tech 20, Mississippi State 15, Michigan 
State 9, Wisconsin 8,New Mexico 6, Cincinnati 5, 
Notre Dame 3. lowa 2, Virginia Tech 1 


SINCE 1953 
PROTECTED BY 


GEORGIA-FLORIDA 


BURGLAR ALARM COMPANY 


SERVING NORTH FLORIDA 
AND SOUTH GEORGIA FOR 
OVER 45 YEARS 


Residential - Commercial - Industrial 


850-224-7900 


420 NORTH DUVAL STREET 
TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301 


SERVING GEORGIA + 912-226-4826 


BURGLARY —HOLDUP—FIRE 


SPRINKLER SUPERVISION + CENTRAL STATION MONITORING 


FL LICENSE # EFO000115 - GA LICENSE # LVU001628 


» FSU again 
the team to 
beat 


All-ACC Team 


Offense 

QB Brian Kuklick 
RB Travis Minor 
RB Thomas Jones 
WR Peter Warrick 
WR Torry Holt 

WR Desmond Clark 
OL Craig Page 

OL Jason Whitaker 
OL Jeff Flowe 

OL lan Rafferty 

OL Noe! LaMontagne 


Defense 

DL Jerry Johnson 
DL Larry Smith 

DL Antonio Dingle 
DL Ebenezer Ekuban 
LB Lamont Green 
LB Wali Rainer 

LB Kendall Ogle 

DB Dré Bly 

DB Antwan Edwards 
DB Dexter Jackson 
DB Anthony Poindexter 


Specialists 


IONEKER 


Wake Forest 
Florida State 
Virginia 
Florida State 
N.C. State 
Wake Forest 
Georgia Tech 
Florida State 
Wake Forest 
N.C. State 
Virginia 


Florida State 
Florida State 
Virginia 

North Carolina 
Florida State 
Virginia 
Maryland 
North Carolina 
Clemson 
Florida State 
Virginia 


PK Sebastian Janikowski Florida State 


P Rodney Williams 
KR Peter Warrick 


Georgia Tech 
Florida State 


Offensive Player of the Year 


Brian Kuklick, Wake Forest 


Defensive Player of the Year 


Anthony Poindexter, Virginia 


Rookie of the Year 


Talman Gardner, Florida State 
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1998 ATLANTIC COAST 


VCE PRED 


Order of Finish 


Ni 


Team Comment 


. Florida State —_ Let the big dog eat. 
. Virginia 


. North Carolina 


Solid array of returnees. 
Talent level remains high. 
. Georgia Tech QB Hamilton gives Jackets sting. 
Lots of holes to plug. 

. N.C. State 


. Wake Forest 


Barnette-to-Holt a potent pair. 
Improving quickly, but not there yet. 
. Duke 

. Maryland 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5. Clemson 
6 

re 

8 Can Devils finally win an ACC game? 
9 


Duffner left the cupboard bare. 


FMB 
SUPPORTS 
FSU. 


Farmers & Merchants Bank 


Now with 8 Convenient Locations in FSU Territory 
Tallahassee « Monticello 


Greenville « Thomasville « Pavo 
Member, E.D.LC. 
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FSU Football 1998 


Pre-game Receptions 
KICKOFF CLASSIC - Monday, August 31 


Pre-game Reception 
Monday, August 31, 5-7 p.m. 
Paddock Park Racetrack, Meadowlands Sports Complex at the Meadowlands site. 
Concessions open for food and refreshments. 


NORTH CAROLINA STATE - Saturday, September 12 


Pre-game Reception 
Saturday, September 12, three hours prior to the game 
FSU Tent at the Fairgrounds 
Hosted with the Triangle Seminole Club, Triad Seminole Club and Charlotte Seminole Club. 


MARYLAND - Saturday, October 3 


Pre-game Reception - TBA 


MIAMI - Saturday, October 10 
Pre-game Reception 
Friday, October 9, 5-8 p.m. 
Sloppy Joes, 3131 Commodore Plaza, Coconut Grove 
Hosted with the Seminole Club of Greater Miami 


ATLANTA - Saturday, October 24 


Atlanta Seminole Club Wreck the Wreck Party 
Friday, October 23, 7:00 p.m. 

2880 Holcomb Bridge Road, Alpharetta 

(Corner Holcomb & Nesbit Ferry, 3 miles east of GA Hwy 400) 
404-552-7700 

Pre-game Reception 
Saturday, October 24, 3 hours before the GAMEC casi 
Renaissance Hotel - (two blocks from Ga. Tech. mM 
Hosted with the Atlanta Seminole,G@ 


WAKE FOREST - Saturda 
Pre-game Rece ‘es 

Saturday, November 14, 35 hours before the game 

Education Building at Fairgreunds, 200-Yards from Staci 


Hosted with Triad Seminole Club, Triangle Seminole Club and Charlotte 
4 — _ 


Suite C5500 i eisity Center 
Tollohossaiag Florida 32306 ; 610 


ASSOCIATION 


Monday, August 31, 8:00 p.m., ABC 


Location: College Station, Texas 

Colors: Maroon and White 

Conference: Big 12 

Stadium: Kyle Field (70,210) 

1997 Record: 9-4 

Head Coach: F.C. Slocum 

Career Record: 83-25-2 (9 years) 

Record at Texas A&M: 83-25-2 (9 years) 

Starters Returning: 15 

Offense (8): SE Aaron Oliver, G Semisi Heimuli, G Cameron Spikes, TE Derrick Spiller, 
FL Leroy Hodge, QB Branndon Stewart, FB Marc Broyles, TB Dante Hall 
Defense (6): LB Warrick Holdman, LB Dat Nguyen, CB Jason Webster, 
CB Sedrick Curry, S Brandon Jennings, SS Rich Coady 

Special Teams (1): P Shane Lechler 


1997 RESULTS 
SRITUTAOUREDONT SSUES Seika SPE we tae hanes Bete ee ssisiesigeasee W 59-6 
Southwestern Louisiana ¢..222:csscceaayeapeeeieccceecesvecenay W 66-0 
North: Texags .2665 224: pee rereserrakdadees tSueeeb pee Aer es W 36-10 
IOUT oo cow oo isis ES PRE al easine weed didehh ehh bebe W 16-10 
LONGED, <4 5 lutein te cd tthded's4.0 sae pelhely pp pm nies nee Peiaadae W 56-17 
Meares SUNG recive aw eee edissdieeeseed ved e4 aaadd tiara L 36-17 
TOkOS TRAN: ssc cesmnmnnneenERREEaSaeecaa aoe PERE TTE essed L16-13 
Oniatorud: State 59.5555 o poncncepetasprhemncd wmmenaee peaste W 28-25 (OT) 
DO b..o chnnanin ed tkidh dtaasckvn eps ied ObGersereereriaeses W 38-10 
IN ofsars a wat eles 6-4 Secs pd pee ae 0s cigieicn mages W 51-7 
Ho! AAAeerer rn Tec errr a: | rarer a tere ee eee eee eae Cee W 27-16 
Nebraska (Big 12 Championship). .......-..... 245. -ssseseese0005 L 54-15 
UCLA (GOSN Bow} a.m 55 \gcneee eee eeeseewepeeasagas Ak eas L 29-23 


1998 SCHEDULE 
tls Sct ha OOOO MEET ere Mtr eh rene Florida State (Meadowlands) 
SeOb Ware cectacecrsnssaeteuguaecastaveveeeessa ., Louisiana Tech 
BG TEA 06665 20 hho nahn ns an titanate esakeeccess @Southern Miss 
SHQOUS OE hoes ttkekam & drill idl onmiee ob eb bs smbmihaceg eae tit North Texas 
TOE Bo, sam a ¢wrnmdciateinnw askikva<ebhonhabieebiarseteeeeccse< @Kansas 
oe Eh ee See ee eh OAM TTEEE TICE E STORET ERC Oe Nebraska 
OES ADs in inn a M1141 9 WW Wala Blame wed ed ett erartrerereeerorars to abl fe lo o-we falefe’s @Baylor 
GOH OA Nic c cs scsststannccacacet psp eases sass sssrae yamine Texas Tech 
CGE BP. wists c ae phiped Alelelcdedne a della ids MM¥ Reb hh ands @Oklahoma State 
NGO Pea ii iattetetetlelate eal SSSA Seo une bh OS255 Stprteye es Oklahoma 
NOU TH sao xen aseye00000 EC CF enesse78Essseeesen Missouri 
BUI SE An reaps im ccalite ari ete a enn Madi t dda o aic-e nn ao Eee pede be @Texas 


FLORIDA STATE 1998 FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 


New Jersey Meadowlands (Kickoff Classic) 


season ago, Texas A&M coach R.C. Slocum was forced to defend 
At Aggies’ non-conference schedule that included Sam Houston 

State, North Texas and Southwestern Louisiana. Not helping matters 
was A&M's unimpressive finish, losing to big boys Nebraska in the Big 12 
Championship Game and then to UCLA in the Cotton Bowl. 

Let's talk role reversal, 

Slocum figures the Aggies can make amends with a strong start this 
year. And that start begins in New Jersey against established power Florida 
State in the Kickoff Classic. It's a matchup that many programs around the 
country politely declined. 

"| didn't want to be sitting on my back porch after retirement and 
think | had a chance to play on national TV against a great team and turned 
it down because there was a chance we'd get beat,” Slocum said. 

“We're in this profession to teach young men to be bold and not 
afraid to take risks. What kind of lesson would that have taught?” 

Let's not be fooled. The Aggies also are capable of teaching a lesson 
or two. A&M won the Big 12 South Division a year ago and finished the 
season ranked No. 20 in the Associated Press poll. It marked the eighth 
time in nine years under Slocum that the Aggies finished in the Top 20. 

A&M returns 14 starters, eight on offense and six on defense. Armed 
with a senior quarterback, two senior tight ends and an experienced group 
of receivers and running backs, the Aggies looked consistently sharp on 
offense during spring drills. 

The Aggies will again be directed by senior quarterback Branndon 
Stewart, who completed 56.6 percent of his passes with 10 touchdowns 
and only two interceptions. Stewart once played alongside Peyton 
Manning at Tennessee before transferring to A&M. Many believe Stewart 
has the potential to be one of the country’s best. 

“We're hoping to take him to another level this year,” Slocum said. “If 
he does, we can have a good year.” 

Also returning is leading rusher Dante Hall (973 yards) and the two 
top receivers — tight end Derrick Spiller (25 receptions) and wide receiver 
Chris Cole (25 receptions). Sophomore receiver Chris Taylor had an 
impressive spring game, catching a 50-yard TD strike from Stewart and 
taking a reverse 30 yards for another big play. 

The biggest question mark is along the offensive line, where the 
Aggies must replace three senior linemen — center Koby Hackradt, con- 
sensus All-Big 12 guard Steve McKinney and left tackle Chris Ruhman, The 
trio made a combined 98 starts in their A&M careers. 

Even so, offensive coordinator Steve Kragthorpe believes the Aggies, 
especially the receivers, benefited from the extra practice in preparation for 
the Cotton Bowl. 

“Basically, we only had nine weeks without football before spring 
practice,” Kragthorpe said, “so there was a tremendous carryover for the 
receivers and we made some significant progress.” 

Defensively, the Aggies return six starters, including Butkus Award 
semifinalist and All-Big 12 linebacker Dat Nguyen, who has led the team in 
tackles the past three years. Warrick Holdman holds down an outside 
linebacker slot and has made 28 career starts. The entire secondary 
returns, with Jason Webster and Sedrick Curry at the corners and Rich 
Coady and Brandon Jennings at safeties. 

Though the special teams must replace A&M's all-time leading field- 
goal kicker, Kyle Bryant, the Aggies return potential All-America Shane 
Lechler at punter. 

While the Aggies admit they must tackle a tough opening opponent 
in the Seminoles, Slocum wouldn't have it any other way. The two teams 
last met in the 1992 Cotton Bowl — FSU won 10-2 in a game played in 
miserable conditions. 

“You're trying to teach people to aspire to greatness and dream 
about greatness," Slocum said. “| told our president and alumni there is 
a slight chance we'd lose; we don't want them jumping off the Empire 
State Building.” @ 


Saturday, Sept. 12, 3:30 p.m., ABC 


iG 


Location: Raleigh, N.C. 

Colors: Red and White 

Conference: Atlantic Coast 

Stadium: Carter-Finley (59,000) 

1997 Record: 6-5 overall, 3-5 ACC 

Head Coach: Mike O'Cain 

Career Record: 28-29 (5 years) 

Record at N.C. State: 28-29 (5 years) 

Starters Returning: 11 

Offense (7): QB Jamie Barnette, WR Terry Holt, WA Chris Coleman, T Todd Boyle, 
T lan Ratierty, G Justin Burroughs, G Alex Santos 

Defense (4): DE Bobbie Cotton, LB Sheldon Kee, CB Tony Scott, SS Eric 
Riddick 


Special Teams (0) 
1997 RESUL 
VIOUS Eo ois Sonics ecsste senses na tee ceccebi sane oe 
DURE) sciirirreoneunitiens re leuec cciiieea ia seaeueuintrrramer nes W 45-14 
CIOMIBON {55466644606 208e0 0040 soa e cen sna acaeeewans ws hese L 19-17 
SHAT pert MIS Yon ohn wo 0) rahe chafepeseepnie fete fo owls mem mn geipSatatctcictaa-a drat i W 41-14 
Wake Forest... --..sssuueuwee PMR ERT ETT TT TT L 19-18 
GEORGES TRG 80500 6 Gace need ete EET ine we ce calomel L27-17 
NOH GENOME. cic sea snned Kexeeanrittttedameas web oooee eoaNeEM L 20-7 
PIQNOS SHA. cee nessa tannenmaasscatectscsgiewetcocccce$sssen L 48-35 
WEIN a 1404 ides = hed fddcere eee t ewcwnunippinyisees bee ek W 45-28 
NRGM 25. Dr ccemomnddvvben bs base eeacucurcketenwierieva Gwe W 31-24 
Bast CARN a svnscies eed 66 s.5/5/525 awe sewenuueNor ire W 37-24 
1998 SCHEDULE 

BNE te wigie ww web eb ib tiem pil gigs ito dalgig mats Ohio University 
SOR IA hdd bbb deduistiseverwcecmtcninianaiaven syiadhe Florida State 
SER TE = 2 nso ss tiated heels Sot pe nam en eicliieais aaa an name ked @Baylor 
ON. Yaa dd dseeewasrrrnncheshor ante ss euiewbesiisian saa eu uns SY OROURE 
MACE GT 8 Sth 882832286 ccc cccqacaaw itassssasesd ares Lk Georgia Tech 
2 Be | OED PDE Ee va EE hE SIRT) OEE Duke 
NEN TOA tem wi 9 tetodececedntcble o Shey are See am we mnpeanniata ayaa ete e's @Virginia 
Ot Se vgtey wwvyese eevee foaaU eevee coerce esses cess As @Clemson 
NOV Fie caine emmitisisixnns ee sealed $2537 aST eh w sees ue Wake Forest 
NOV2Y werissceevewliiiciieene wee eee sey ee es @Maryland 
NOY, 28) owe easeeeeeseasceee ~~ 44444» @North Carolina 
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Carter-Finley Stadium, Raleigh, N.C. 


inexperienced team in the Atlantic Coast Conference. 

But don't think for a second that coach Mike O'Gain, who took 
his head off the chopping block last season with a strong finish — 
accompanied by a four-year contract extension — is playing poor mouth. 

The Wolfpack does have its share of big-play performers. In fact, for 
the first time since 1994, State has depth across the offensive and defensive 
fronts, and a nice amount of experience across the board. 

“We've got more depth and talent on the inside than We've had in an 
awful long time,” O'Cain said. 

State's talent begins behind center with quarterback Jamie Barnette. 
Barnette threw for a school-record 2,378 yards and 19 touchdowns last 
fall. Overall, Barnette has thrown for more than 200 yards in 11 of his 14 
Starts. If you are searching for balance, stop right here. 

Behind Barnette's direction, State rushed for at least 180 yards and 
passed for more than 200 in the season's last four games. 

However, O'Cain will need to replace the ACC’s 1997 rushing champion, 
Tremayne Stephens. Stephens became the first N.C. State player to lead the 
ACC in rushing (1,142 yards) since Joe McIntosh in 1981. He finished his 
career 11th all-time in the ACC with 3,553 yards. 

Rahshon Spikes is expected to replace Stephens, though he will be 
pushed by incoming freshmen Carlos Doggett and Ray Robinson. 
Whoever is carrying the ball should benefit fram one of the league's most 
experience offensive lines. 

The offensive line returns four starters, including senior lan Rafferty, 
a two-year starter at tackle who is returning from ACL surgery. Jarvis 
Borum is expected to move in at one tackle slot. One player who turned 
heads during spring drills was Tim Turner, one of the team’s strongest 
players. He left campus during fall practice last year because of an illness 
to his mother and returned to school in January. 

State has a legitimate All-America candidate in receiver Terry Holt. 
Last season, he became the first N.C, State player to lead the ACC in scor- 
ing with 98 points since Scott Smith in 1979 and set school single-season 
records in receptions (62) and receiving yardage (1,099). In what's consid- 
ered one of the most remarkable performances in ACC history, Holt 
snagged five TD catches against Florida State. Holt considered leaving 
early for the NFL, but decided in the last minute to remain in school. 

Junior Chris Coleman and sophomore Eric Leak are expected to be 
the other contributors at receiver. 

Defensively, Sheldon Kee heads up the list of four returning starters 
from a unit that ranked 67th in the country a year ago in total defense 
(379.8 ypg). Kee is the team’s leading returning tackler with 82, including 
five behind the line of scrimmage. 

While only one starter returns along the defensive front, he's a 
good one in end Bobbie Cotton, who had five quarterback sacks to go 
with 27 tackles. 

Cornerback Tony Scott and strong safety Eric Riddick return for their 
junior seasons in the secondary. Scott led the ACC with 18 passes broken 
up, while Riddick had 63 tackles. State did, however, suffer an unexpected 
loss when cornerback Hassan Shamsid-Deen decided to forego his senior 
season to enter the NFL Draft. 

Last season, State’s best improvements came against the run. Teams 
ran for 227 yards a game and 25 touchdowns in 1996. The Wolfpack cut 
those numbers to 130 yards per game and 12 touchdowns last year. In 
fact, the ‘Pack ranked 38th nationally in rushing defense after finishing 
98th against the run in ‘96. 

“The main thing is we’re a more physical football team,” O'Cain said. 

State also has question marks at punter and kicker. N.C. Siate and Virginia 
are the only two teams in the ACC that do not return a starting specialist. 


\ \ pan only 11 starters back, North Carolina State could be the most 
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Saturday, Sept. 19, 7:00 p.m., Sunshine 


Location: Durham, N.C 

Colors: Royal Blue and White 

Conference: Atlantic Coast 

Stadium: Wallace Wade (33,941) 

1997 Record: 2-9 overall, 0-8 ACC 

Head Coach: Fred Goldsmith 

Career Record: 38-70-1 (10 years) 

Record at Duke: 13-32 (4 years) 

Starters Returning: 17 

Offense (6): QB Bobby Campbell. RB Letavious Wilks, FB Dawud Rasheed, 
WR Scottie Montgomery. T Austin Smithwick, G Lennie Friedman 

Defense (9): T Chris Combs, NG Eric Scanlon, T Chris Ruzic, LB Kendra! Knight, 
LB Kevin Lewis, SS Darius Clark, FS Eric Jones, CB Lamar Grant 

Special Teams (2): PK Sims Lenhardt, P Brian Morton 


1997 RESULTS 
N.C. State. ... eee L 45-14 
NGMRAWSBISUS Ape ucccpsaeciicicc bees a ccenscaeeeaareneane L 24-20 
AIA: cp teeeeceieasasauann ‘ Voreeesseceeareeee’ W 20-17 
NUR slael cl ohh ale plo le dulodotee wit AAA ERASS SRA KG _..-W 26-17 
IVa ieee eee ee eye ee ree use titaore aes L 16-10 
io koe. DE DOO STR Te L 51-27 
NUGING a a spaenimreteeettri rie bebe seeds 530885008 a eh aaddbase L 13-10 
Wake Forest; ::::::::sseeaaiurerr . L 38-24 
Clemson........... os Ree ees Pe at aiaawaedddeats L 29-20 (OT) 
ISG FEI Sage eerste ennmne ddd sete hpheeene dhs .., 041-38 
(NOSE ROU. 5 nce ceive o iid OAKES ES FSFE Go we meee L 50-14 
1998 SCHEDULE 
BOTA den ddacinr pe Peer erioticccec ... Western Carolina 
2h) Rat Re aren De: See a Ee Ss arr eiea @Northwestern 
2 Ba Oe ee Pc | ate ty aise ay @Florida State 
BEDE, ZO caiiinindcncjeiewp dice sisiels'eis saRanrMenieereeese use x , Virginia 
Oe 82 weaver assumes ecenacesessisseeaceccaduwwwttraras @Georgia Tech 
Qe casrnnnnenngessaccsscaraeaceermasaeagzags . @Wake Forest 
tf te Ye a ke ee Re ss veess-. @N.C. State 
ON IA geen nS ew PP r Rarer eerie ys ss g ump sl ditelicetens Clemson 
0 i : Adatuisninthareintetelsbte sent bAgewr areas @Vanderbilt 
BN TA or. Soe lelclcieie’s Macc eeu a Besar yh sate nnenanvar senate Maryland 
NOVS2U as ccccsecesssonwppr es nsec ddisaeskddacauetcrrive North Carolina 
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Doak Campbell Stadium, Tallahassee, Fla. 


uke denies it has hit rock bottom. 
While the Blue Devils enter the season with 18 consecutive league 


losses, tying the Atlantic Coast Conference record set by Virginia 
from 1958-61, head coach Fred Goldsmith and players. remain confident 
and enthusiastic. 

Though Duke is almost assured of being the new record-holder for 
ACC futility — it opens league play against Florida State — nobody is 
throwing in the towel. 

“Trust me, | know we're going to be good in the ACC," linebacker Brian 
McCormick said. “| have a feeling everything is going to be put into place.” 

For the past two seasons, when Duke went 0-11 and 2-9, the Blue 
Devils have been the ACC's youngest team. Well, they're still young with 
four senior starters (two on each side of the ball) and two other seniors 
on the second unit. In fact, of Duke's top 46 players, 38 are eligible to 
return in 1999. Even so, Goldsmith believes this team has a chance to 
be successful. 

“We've got a pretty good mix of experience and youth,” Goldsmith 
said. “We have a good nucleus finally. If we can stay healthy, | feel a lot 
better than | have in quite a while. These guys have really kept their heads 
up (during the hard times)."” 

The nucleus might be there, but other ingredients are not. 

The two most obvious signs of a struggling program — no depth and 
not enough speed — still apply to the Blue Devils. Then, there’s the ques- 
tion of what kind of offense to run under new offensive coordinator Les 
Koenning Jr. Whether it ends up heavy on the option or heavy on the pass- 
ing game remains to be seen. But odds are if the Blue Devils stay healthy, 
they'll throw more often and they'll throw deep. 

The quarterback battle between Spencer Romine and Bobby 
Campbell is expected to continue in the fall. Each started last season and 
each spent significant time on the injured list. While running backs 
Letavious Wilks and Duane Epperson aren't big-play guys, receivers 
Scottie Montgomery and Richmond Flowers are. They are fast and catch 
the ball consistently. 

“The passing game is markedly improved,” Goldsmith said. 

The bad news is Duke returns just two starting offensive linemen from 
a unit that ranked eighth in total offense (307.2) last season. Plus, the line 
averages less than 275 pounds per man, miniscule by today’s standards. 

Once again, Duke's defense is youthful and — no surprise here — 
lacks size. Its best defender, rising junior tackle Chris Combs, suffered a 
foot injury and had surgery in April. He was on crutches for a month, but 
should be fine in the fall. Combs has 14 career sacks, just eight away from 
the program’s career mark of 22. 

The Blue Devils welcome back McCormick, who was out of school 
last fall for academic reasons. At 6-6, he's expected to be a key performer. 
Noseguard Eric Scanlan, meanwhile, is one of the strongest players on 
the team, 

Duke also returns its second- and third-leading tacklers from ‘97 in 
linebackers Ryan Stallmeyer (125) and Kevin Lewis (83). The secondary 
has talent and experience as cornerback Lamar Grant, strong safety Darius 
Clark and free safety Eric Jones have combined for 282 tackles, seven 
interceptions and 50 career starts. 

While the defense should be improved, Duke's kicking game is in 
great hands. Junior Sims Lenhardt was a finalist for the Groza Award 
after making 16 of 20 field goals and all 22 of his extra points. Brian 
Morton, nicknamed “Boomer” by Goldsmith, averaged 41.4 yards per 
punt as a freshman. Mf 
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Saturday, Sept. 26, 3:30 p.m., ABC 


Location: Los Angeles, Calif. 

Colors: Cardinal and Gold 

Conference: Pacific-10 

Stadium: Los Angeles Coliseum 

1997 Record: 6-5 

Head Coach: Paul Hackett 

Career Record: 13-20-1 (3 years) 

Record at USC: 0-0 

Starters Returning: 16 

Offense (7): WR R. Jay Soward, G Travis Claridge, WR Billy Miller, QB John Fox, 
TE Antoine Harris. T Ken Bowen, T Rome Douglas 

Defense (8): LB Chris Claiborne, CB Daylon McCutcheon, LB Mark Cusano, 

S Rashard Cook, S David Gibson, CB Antuan Simmons, DE Sultan Abdul-Mailik, 
DT Marc Matock 

Special Teams (1): PK Adam Abrams 


1997 RESULTS 
FIORE so a are tte Tbe we bee HES CCS S405 04 aw cenmeeny L 14-7 
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football. He has paced the sidelines of Howard Jones Field and 

marched down the tunnel at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum. 
He's won a national championship. 

In those days it was Paul Hackett, Trojan assistant coach. This time 
it's Paul Hackett, Troy's new head football coach. His mission, however, 
remains as Clear as it was in the late 1970s: To get USC back to the 
Rose Bowl. 

“First, we must earn back our respect,” said Hackett, a Trojan assis- 
tant coach from 1976-80 who most recently was the offensive coordinator 
for the Kansas City Chiefs. Hackett replaces John Robinson, whose team 
suffered through consecutive six-win, no-bowl seasons. 

“Our next goal is to go the Rose Bowl,” Hackett continued. “When 
that happens, then you set yourself up for good things. Until we reach 
those goals, though, we won't be satisfied and we won't be able to rest. 
Rebuilding is not part of my philosophy. We are planning and expecting 
to win.” 

To do that, Hackett will lean upon 16 returning starters. Overall, USC 
features 46 players who saw action last year and 30 who have started at 
least once in their career. 

Quite truthfully, USC was not that far from having a successful sea- 
son in ‘97. Playing the nation's second-most-difficult schedule, while fac- 
ing seven bowl-bound teams, all of the Trojans’ five defeats came against 
teams ranked in the final AP top 18, whose combined record was 48-12. 
Three of USC’s defeats were by just a touchdown, including two in the 
fourth quarter. 

Now, it’s Hackett’s job to turn those close defeats into victories. He 
has a number of talented players to help him achieve those goals: 

Linebacker Chris Claiborne has made 192 tackles in two years after 
being a Freshman All-America in '96. 

Cornerback Daylon McCutcheon, who has seven career interceptions 
to go with 143 tackles, is a dangerous kick returner (19.9 career average). 
and has also played wide receiver and tailback on offense. 

Wide receiver R. Jay Soward is being advertised as one of the 
nation’s most exciting players. He averages a touchdown every 5.6 times 
he has touched the football at USC (18 TDs on 107 plays) and those 
scores average 54.5 yards in length. He also has returned three kickoffs 
for touchdowns. 

While seven starters return on offense, USC must improve its anemic 
‘97 output, which ranked in the bottom three of the PAC-10 statistical cate- 
gories (338.5 yards of total offense, 139 rushing yards, 199 passing and 
21.2 scoring). 

Quarterback John Fox returns, as well as receiver Billy Miller, who led 
the team in receptions (56), and tight end Antoine Harris, the first true 
freshman to ever start at tight end at USC. Three starters return on the 
line, led by junior right guard Travis Claridge. 

Keeping with USC tradition, Hackett wants to emphasize the run. 
However, both the tailback and fullback slots were wide open heading into 
spring drills. 

“We must establish an attitude and priority for power running,” 
Hackett said. “It’s about wearing people down, about having patience and 
believing in what we are doing. We must commit to a running game, while 
showing balance on offense." 

In addition to Claiborne and McCutcheon, USC's defense features key 
returnees. Linebacker Mark Cusano has 198 career tackles and safety 
Rashard Cook topped the secondary in tackles (79) and interceptions 
(three) last season. Kicker Adam Abrams was the Pac-10's most accurate 
field-qoal kicker in "97 (10 of 11 field goals). 

Hackett wants to turn USC's fortunes around today, not tomorrow. 

“| love our players’ attitudes and their willingness to do what it takes.” 


Pi Hackett knows firsthand of the proud tradition of Southern Cal 
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Location: College Park, Md. 

Colors: Red, White, Black and Gold 

Conference; Atlantic Coast 

Stadium: Byrd (48,000) 

1997 Record: 2-9 overall, 1-7 ACC 

Head Coach: Ron Vanderlinden 

Career Record: 2-9 (1 year) 

Record at Maryland: 2-9 (1 year) 

Starters Returning: 17 

Offense (7): RB LaMont Jordan, TE Mike Hull, WR Kendrick Walton, SE Moises Cruz, 
T John Feugill, G Brad Messina, C Ben Thomas 

Defense (8): DE Rasheed Simmons, NG Delbert Cowsette, LB Eric Barton, 
LB Kendall Ogle, LB Erwyn Light, CB Clifton Crosby, CB Troy Davidson, 

FS Lewis Sanders 

Special Teams (2): PK Brian Kopka, P Russell Edwards 


1997 RESULTS 
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go with a lot of young players again,” second-year Terps coach Ron 
Vanderlinden said. “Right now, we're looking for some redshirt 
freshmen, true sophomores and redshirt sophomores to step up,” 

In other words, it’s not expected to be a pretty picture. 

Last season, freshmen led Maryland in rushing and all-purpose 
yardage (LaMont Jordan), receptions and receiving yardage (Moises Cruz) 
and scoring (Brian Kopka). In fact, all of Maryland's points in games 
against Duke, Wake Forest and Clemson were scored by freshmen. 

What all this boils down to is the talent and experience levels on the 
Maryland roster are lower than those of any other team in the ACC — even 
Duke. Almost averywhere you look in the Maryland football program, there 
are reasons to worry. 

Even so, thank goodness for Jordan, the real deal who set a school 
freshman rushing record (689 yards) a year ago. Maryland’s top four 
receivers also return, highlighted by Cruz. He became only the second 
freshman ever to lead Maryland in receiving (29-337). There's also 
Omar Cheeseboro, who scored a team-high four touchdowns to go with 
his 14 receptions. 

New offensive line coach Elliott Uzelac has two juniors, one sopho- 
more and tight end Mike Hull (13-111) to work with. Overall, however, 
Maryland’s team speed on offense is said to go in two gears — slow 
and slower. 

Which leads us to quarterback. Locals say Maryland is without a 
Division-| signal caller. In fact, during spring drills it became painfully 
obvious that the Terps’ top quarterback prospect is incoming freshman 
Calvin McCall from Dr. Phillips in Orlando. 

Junior Ken Mastrole, who completed 43 of 108 passes for 437 yards 
and one score in '97, spent the past two seasons as Brian Cummings’ 
backup. Mastrole has the size (6-3, 226) and arm strength, but is said to 
be far too mechanical and immobile. 

Defensively, Maryland's strength is at linebacker, where seniors Eric 
Barton and Kendall Ogle return. Barton was second on the team in tackles 
last year (134), after leading the Terps as a sophomore. Ogle, a fullback- 
turned-linebacker, led the Terps in tackles and was second in the ACC with 
138, including seven for losses. 

“{ can’t imagine a better linebacking duo in the ACC,” Vanderlinden said. 

Junior nosegquard Delbert Cowsette and senior end Rasheed 
Simmons head up the returning down linemen. Cowsette had 63 tackles, 
while Simmons added 32. Three of the four secondary starters return, 
headlined by free safety Lewis Sanders, who led the team in interceptions 
(four) and was third on the team in tackles (74). Sanders also was fourth 
in the ACC and 30th nationally in kickoff returns (24.2). 

The good news is Maryland's defense has come up with at least 
one turnover in 16 straight games. The bad news is that the Terps’ pass- 
efficiency defense ranked 102nd nationally last season (147.9), 

Maryland expects to start six seniors this year, including punter 
Russell Edwards, and also welcomes back kicker Kopka. Edwards aver- 
aged an even 38 yards on 58 punts, while Kopka tied for the team scoring 
lead with 30 points, making good on 6 of 10 field goal attempts. 


; i outh will be served at Maryland — again. “We're going to have to 
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Saturday, Oct. 10, 3:30 p.m., CBS 
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MIAMI 


Location: Coral Gables, Fla. 

Colors: Orange, Green and White 

Conference: Big East 

Stadium: Orange Bow! (74,476) 

1997 Record: 5-6 

Head Coach: Butch Davis 

Career Record: 22-12 (3 years) 

Record at Miami: 22-12 (3 years) 

Starters Returning: 14 

Offense (6): C Ty Wise, T Robert Sampson, TE Daniel Franks, WR Reggie Wayne. 
WR Daryl Jones, RB Edgerrin James 

Defense (7): DE Detrick Ham, DT Damione Lewis, DT Chad Peques, 
LB Dan Morgan, LB Michael Smith, LB Rod Mack, DB Nate Brooks 
Special Teams (1): P/PK Andy Crosland 


Orange Bowl, Miami, Fla. 


the UM program to the level of unprecedented success it enjoyed 

in the 1980s through the early ‘90s, when the Hurricanes played 
for the national championship eight times — capturing four titles — in a 
12-year period. 

For most UM fans, however, those glory days seem like an eternity ago. 

National titles aside, the Hurricanes are looking for good old-fash- 
ioned respect after a 5-6 season in 1997. But, there could be a silver lining 
to last year’s struggles, which were compounded by injuries and lack of 
numbers due to depleted scholarship numbers. 

A seasoned UM team entered spring drills with all starting positions up 
for grabs and Davis is hopeful the talent level will force players to compete at 
their best. 

“All positions are open,” Davis said. “We have no incumbent starters 
returning. There are a lot of young, talented players that played last year 
and in order for us to be good, they have to continue to get better.” 

UM's talented youth comes well advertised. For instance: 

The true freshman wide receiving quartet of Reggie Wayne, Daryl 
Jones, Santana Moss and Andre King combined to catch 83 passes for 
1,227 yards last season. The foursome accounted for 44 percent of the 
team’s receptions and 50 percent of the total receiving yards. 

James Jackson established a new UM freshman rushing record with 
595 yards, eclipsing Chuck Foreman’s mark of 557 yards set in 1969. 
Sophomore Edgerrin James tied the school record with 14 touchdowns on 
the season. He also became just the third back in UM history to eclipse the 
1,000-yard rushing mark in a season, 

On defense, Dan Morgan became the first true freshman to start at 
linebacker for the ‘Canes since Ray Lewis in 1993. Morgan also was the 
first true freshman since Lewis to lead the team in tackles. Morgan tallied 
105 tackles, including a team-high 68 solo stops. 

Overall, UM has just 11 seniors compared to 22 juniors, 31 sopho- 
mores and 23 freshmen. 

Offensively, UM returns six starters who made six or more starts last 


I | iami coach Butch Davis’ goal hasn't changed: He wants to return 


1997 RESULTS season. Perhaps the biggest shoes to fill will be along the offensive line, 
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Location: Clemson, S.C, 

Colors: Burnt Orange and Northwest Purple 

Conference: Atlantic Coast 

Stadium: Clemson Memorial (81,473) 

1997 Record: 7-5 overall, 4-4 ACC 

Head Coach: Tommy West 

Career Record: 32-27 (5 years) 

Record at Clemson: 28-20 (4 years) 

Starters Returning: 13 

Offense (5): FB Terry Witherspoon, FL Brian Wofford, G Corey Hulsey, 
C Jason Gamble, T Holland Postell 

Defense (6): DL Adrian Dingle, LB Rahim Abdullah, CB Robert Carswell, 
CB Darrel Crutchfield, SS Antwan Edwards, FS DeMarco Fox 

Special Teams (2): PK David Richardson, P Kevin Laird 
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“We certainly lost some of Clemson’s top players of the last 
decade," West said of his 19-member senior class last season, “We 
will have to count on some new players, especially offensively, wha have 
not had to carry the load. But, we do have talented players returning, 
including some very good athletes from the class we redshirted a year ago. 

“| don’t think there will be a drop-off in talent, but there will be a 
drop-off in experience.” 

Indeed. West faces a task no other coach in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference and few in the country must accept. He must find replace- 
ments for his school’s all-time leading passer (Nealon Greene), all-time 
leading rusher (Raymond Priester), second-ranked tackler (Anthony 
Simmons) and record-setting single-season receiver (Tony Horne). 

That does not even take into consideration the loss of two of the 
school's best offensive linemen in the 1990s, All-America tackle Jim 
Bundren and All-ACC guard Glenn Rountree, plus tight end Lamont Hill. 
Overall, West lost 11 starters from a 7-5 team that dropped three games 
by a touchdown or less to teams that finished among the top dozen in the 
nation in the final Associated Press poll, 

But does this mean the Tigers will continue to be a second-tier team 
in the ACC, or is Clemson geared to make a move back toward the top of 
the conference? Either way, Clemson needs some fresh faces to stand up 
and be held accountable. 

The offense must replace players who now hold 60 Clemson records. 
Also, for the first time in four years, Clemson will have a new quarterback. 
Brandon Streeter is the only player on the roster with any experience at 
that position, but he incurred a severe ankle injury during spring drills and 
is doubtful for fall, Woody Dantzler or Slade Nagle could get the call. 

“Offensively, the big question will be at quarterback,” said West, who 
had started Greene at the position for 40 of his 48 games as head coach. 

West does have some familiar faces to lean on. He welcomes back 
Wide receivers Brian Wofford and Mal Lawyer, who both had 28 receptions 
for nearly the same yardage total. Javis Austin and Terry Witherspoon each 
had over 220 rushing yards last year, while the offensive line will be paced 
by two-year starting tackle Holland Postell. 

Clemson has better news on defense, where 23 lettermen return, 
including six in the secondary, The unit is led by All-ACC defensive back 
Antwan Edwards, who started six games at safety and five at cornerback 
last year, Rahim Abdullah, who has scored three touchdowns in his career 
and was fifth on the team in tackles last season, is expected to continue 
the Clemson linebacker tradition, while two-year starter Adrian Dingle will 
be the leader on the line. 

Last season Clemson finished third in the ACC and 16th in the NCAA 
in total defense (312.6 yards per game). 

“From a defensive standpoint, I'd like to continue exactly where we 
left off last year,” West said. “In the last three games, we played defense 
like we are used to watching around here, We want to build off those last 
three games.” 

Clemson held North Carolina to 65 yards rushing, had two key 
interceptions in the 26-point win over South Carolina and held Auburn 
to 107 yards rushing. Overall, the Tigers held the trio to a 34-percent 
completion percentage. 

The Tigers’ special teams are in good hands again as kicker David 
Richardson and punter Kevin Laird return for their senior seasons. 
Richardson made 12 of 13 field goals, with his only miss coming from 47 
yards, Laird ranked second in the ACC and 35th nationally with a 42.6-yard 
punting average. 


\ | ake no bones about it, because Clemson coach Tommy West isn't. 


Location: Atlanta, Ga. 

Colors: Old Gold and White 

Conference: Atlantic Coast 

Stadium: Bobby Dodd Stadium/Grant Field (46,000) 

1997 Record: 7-5 overall. 5-3 ACC 

Head Coach: George O'Leary 

Career Record: 18-19 (4th year) 

Record at Georgia Tech: 18-19 (4th year) 

Starters Returning: 16 

Offense (8): OB Joe Hamilton, TB Charles Wiley, FB Ed Wilder, C Craig Page, 
OG Brent Key, OG Jason Burks, OT Chris Brown, TE Mike Lillie 

Defense (7): NG Tony Robinson, DE Jesse Tarplin, LB Delaunta Cameron, 
CB Jason Bostic, CB Jerry Caldwell, SS Travares Tillman, FS Brian Wilkins 
Special Teams (1): P Rodney Williams 
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features returning starters at quarterback and both running back 
slots — not to mention four returning linemen — Georgia Tech’s 
concerns rest with its defense. 

And changes are in the air. 

Head coach George O'Leary's read-and-react defensive system has 
been replaced by an aggressive, attacking scheme similar to the one 
employed by Florida State and North Carolina. 

With new defensive coordinator/defensive backs coach Randy Edsall 
at the controls — Edsall spent the last three years with the Jacksonville 
Jaguars — the Yellow Jackets are hoping to put more heat on opposing 
quarterbacks. That in turn will give Tech's much-maligned secondary a 
better chance at making plays. 

The Yellow Jackets return all four starters in the defensive backfield, 
but a spring of experimentation may juggle the lineup. Of the four, safety 
Travares Tillman, who had 80 tackles last season, seems entrenched at his 
current position. 

“My main concern is getting the confidence back in the secondary,” 
O'Leary said. “They're all back, it's just a matter of fitting the pieces 
together so we can be more productive back there.” 

Overall, Tech must find replacements for tis big-play wideout duo of 
Harvey Middleton and Derrick Steagall, as well as for its record-setting 
linebacker tandem of Keith Brooking and Ron Rogers. For the most part, 
however, O'Leary will be looking to fine tune rather than reconstruct. 

“The attitude of our team is outstanding,” O'Leary said. “They are 
really upbeat.” 

It starts at quarterback, where junior Joe Hamilton returns. 
Hamilton's comfort level in Tech's offense culminated in a five-game 
stretch at season's end, in which he completed 67 percent of his passes 
and averaged 342.6 yards a game in total offense. In that stretch, Hamilton 
threw seven touchdown passes and ran for four more, while finishing the 
season with a string of 151 consecutive passes without an interception. 

A threat to either throw or run the football, Hamilton set Tech single- 
season records for most total offense (2,792 yards), completion percent- 
age (.646) and passing efficiency (146.6), while accumulating the best 
season statistically by a Tech quarterback in school history. 

The good news for Hamilton is the luxury of having every offensive 
lineman who started in Tech's Carquest Bowl victory over West Virginia 
(35-30) returning, as well as all of Tech’s running backs and tight ends. 

The line is anchored by senior Craig Page, a three-year starter. 
Running behind this line will be Tech's best and deepest collection of 
backs in years, led by senior Charles Wiley, an accomplished runner, 
receiver and blocker. Leading the way to replace Steagall is Dez White, 
who returned a kickoff 95 yards for a touchdown against Duke last year. 

While finding replacements for Brooking and Rogers at linebacker 
hasn’t been easy, a pair of seniors — Justin Robertson and Delaunta 
Cameron — seem poised for the challenge. The return of Jesse Tarplin at 
defensive end and Tony Robinson at noseguard gives Tech the corner- 
stones of an effective pass rush. 

One of Tech's best weapons is punter Rodney Williams, who earned 
first-team All-ACC honors last year while averaging a school-record 45.6 
yards per punt. Since Tech is coming off its first postseason bowl appear- 
ance, first bow! triumph and first seven-win season since 1991, it's easy to 
understand the optimism. 

“| see a little more confidence in the players, a lot more smiles on 
their faces," O'Leary said. “| think all the hard work that they've gone 
through, to get us where we have to get the program, is starting to pay off 
for us.” 


\ \ y hite any team in America would like an offensive backfield that 
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Saturday, Oct. 31, 7:30 p.m., ESPN 


Location: Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Colors: Carolina Blue and White 
Conference: Atlantic Coast 
Stadium; Kenan (52,000) 

1997 Record: 11-1 overall, 7-1 ACC 
Head Coach: Carl Torbush 

Career Record: 0-0 

Record at North Carolina: 0-0 
Starters Returning: 12 


Offense (6): QB Oscar Davenport, SE L.C, Stevens, FL Na Brown, FB Deon Dyer, 


TE Alge Crumpler, G Mike Gimbol 
Defense (4): DT Russell Davis, DE Mike Pringley, LB Keith Newman, CB Dre Bly 
Special Team (2): PK Josh McGee, P Brian Schmitz 


Doak Campbell Stadium, Tallahassee, Fla. 


a big move on the national scene, losing just once (to Florida State) 

and finishing sixth in the Associated Press poll. While the Tar Heels 
remain a top-20 team, they are not expected to match last season's skill 
and experience. 

The main focus of spring practice was getting the players comfort- 
able with Carl Torbush, who was elevated from defensive coordinator to 
head coach in place of Mack Brown, Not including specialists, UNC returns 
fewer starters (10) than any other team in the Atlantic Coast Conference. 

However, that doesn't phase Torbush. 

“If you have pride, which | think our guys do, they want to be as good 
as the previous team,” Torbush said, “They've got a lot of big shoes to fill. | 
think we're getting there. Our players consider themselves a bow!-potential 
team every year, which is what we should be. 

“The thing we want every time we take the field is to feel we have 
a chance to win. | can remember many years ago when we didn't feel 
that way.” 

Before he left for Texas, Brown decided UNC needed to upgrade the 
speed of its skill players to compete nationally, i.e., with FSU. While 
Torbush agrees with that philosophy, he’s added a twist: Torbush wants 
the Tar Heels to be much more physical and aggressive, especially along 
the offensive line. 

One of Torbush's first moves was to dismiss offensive line coach 
Eddie Williamson and replace him with former Texas A&M assistant Steve 
Marshall, who will also serve as UNC’s offensive coordinator. Torbush 
believes the Tar Heels must become a more physical football team up front 
and run the ball effectively. 

While that sounds great, the Tar Heels’ offensive line is the great 
unknown. Guard Mike Gimbol is the only returning starter. The offense also 
suffered a severe blow in the spring when junior tight end and potential All- 
America Alge Crumpler suffered a season-ending knee injury. 

The good news is quarterback Oscar Davenport is expected to be full 


\ | orth Carolina made the most of its opportunity last season to make 
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Location: Charlottesville, Va. 

Colors: Orange and Blue 

Conference: Atlantic Coast 

Stadium: Scott (40,000) 

1997 Record: 7-4 overall, 5-3 ACC 

Head Coach: George Welsh 

Career Record: 167-118-4 (25 years) 

Record at Virginia: 112-72-3 (16 years) 

Starters Returning: 15 

Offense (6): OB Aaron Brooks, RB Thomas Jones, TE Casey Crawford, 
T Robert Hunt, G Fady Chamoun, G Noel LaMontagne 

Defense (9): DE Travis Griffith, DT Antonio Dingle, DE Patrick Kerney, 
DT Johnny Shivers, LB Wale Elegbe, LB Wali Rainer, LB Byron Thweatt, 
DB Anthony Poindexter, DB Dwayne Stukes 

Special Teams (0) 
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teams in college football. Last season represented the Atlantic Coast 
Conference-record 11th straight year that UVa won seven or more games. 

Word is this year has the chance of developing into something even 
more special. 

Two-time All-ACC defensive back Anthony Poindexter is one of many 
reasons why the Cavs have high hopes this season. 

Poindexter had indicated that it was his intention to pass up his 
final year of eligibility, but shoulder, knee and ankle injuries slowed him 
considerably last season. Poindexter, who led UVa in interceptions (four) 
and finished third in tackles (78), underwent shoulder surgery in January 
and was held out of spring drills as a precaution. He’s expected to be 100 
percent by fall drills. 

Poindexter is expected to headline an impressive defensive unit that 
returns a league-high nine starters. Last season, UVa's defense allowed 
just 324.9 yards per game, its third-best single-season mark in 18 years, 
to rank fourth in the league. 

The Cavs’ top five tacklers return and their linebacker corps of Wali 
Rainer, Wale Elegbe, Donny Green and Byron Thweatt could be among the 
league's best. 

Rainer had a team-high 118 tackles and nine quarterback sacks, and 
Thweatt had 97 tackles and earned freshman All-America honors by The 
Sporting News. All four starters return up front, led by senior tackle 
Antonio Dingle (48 tackles) and end Patrick Kerney, who had 10 tackles- 
for-loss among his 45 stops. 

’ Let's also remember that UVa has intercepted at least one pass in 48 
of its last 52 games. 

By the end of last season, UVa also proved to be extremely 
formidable on offense. And most of the main components return. 

Junior Aaron Brooks became the fifth UVa quarterback in the last 
eight years, and 13th overall, to lead the ACC in passing. The 6-4 junior 
also was 11th nationally in passing efficiency, throwing for 2,282 yards 
and 20 touchdowns. Over the last four games of ‘97, Brooks had a passing 
efficiency mark of 195.76, completing 66 of 102 passes for 1,065 yards 
and 14 TD passes with only one interception. 

The Cavs’ top returning running back is junior Thomas Jones, who 
had three 100-yard games last year and finished fourth in the ACC in rush- 
ing with 692 yards. Three starters return on the offensive line, headlined 
by guards Fady Chamoun and Noel LaMontagne and tackle Robert Hunt. 
While the offensive line is short on quality experience, and could use some 
help from some young recruits, it’s going to be one of the team's biggest 
in years (averaging 300 pounds for the first time). 

Outside of special teams, the receiver position is the team's biggest 
question mark. Gone is record-setting Germane Crowell. Rising sophomore 
Kevin Coffey (6-2, 197), who had a 99-yard touchdown catch in the spring 
game, has the best chance of starting opposite top returning receiver 
Terrence Wilkens. 

“(Coffey) is a big target,” Welsh said. “The only reservation we had 
was that he was hurt some and he didn't have great speed. But, that's 
improved since he's been here." 

The Cavs always seem to do the little things right. They have not 
allowed a kickoff return for a TD in 273 consecutive games, dating back to 
1974, and their special teams play usually is superb. While the Cavs failed 
to secure a bowl bid last season — they were the third-highest rated team 
not to be invited bowling (14 teams ranked below the Cavs earned bids 
and finished 2-12) — they appear to have all the necessary pieces to put 
together a solid season. 


iE no secret that George Welsh has built one of the most consistent 
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Location: Winston-Salem, N.C, 

Colors: Black on Old Gold 

Conference: Atlantic Coast 

Stadium: Groves (31,500) 

1997 Record: 5-6 overall, 3-5 ACC 

Head Coach: Jim Caldwell 

Career Record: 14-41 (6 years) 

Record at Wake Forest: 14-41 (6 years) 

Starters Returning: 18 

Offense (8): QB Brian Kuklick, RB Morgan Kane, WR Desmond Clark. 
WR Jammie Deese, TE Joe Zelenka, T Jeff Flowe, G Sam Settar, 

T Brian Wolverton 

Defense (8): DE Kelvin Jones, DT Fred Robbins, DT Kelvin Shackleford, 
LB Dustin Lyman, LB Kelvin Moses, DB Dameion Daniel. DB Jeffrey Muyres, 
DB DaLawn Parrish 

Special Teams (2): PK Matthew Burdick, P Tripp Moore 
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ake Forest proved itself no longer to be a pushover last year. 
\\ This season, the Demon Deacons want to do a little shoving of 
their own. 

A year ago, Wake Forest posted its best season in five years, finishing 
5-6 overall and 3-5 in the Atlantic Coast Conference. The Deacs lost by one 
point at East Carolina, two points to Georgia Tech and eight points 
to Virginia. 

ls Wake Forest ready for the next step? The Deacs return 18 
starters, the most in the ACC, and coach Jim Caldwell is the first to admit 
that he has his deepest, most experienced team. (Caldwell was also able 
to redshirt all 17 freshmen from his 1997 recruiting class.) 

“Last year was a confidence builder for the young men in our program,” 
Caldwell said. 

“Everyone had believed that we were doing things the right way and 
that we were getting better, but until we actually demonstrated that improve- 
ment on the field, there was probably some doubts in the back of our minds. 
Now, they know the hard work is paying off and that the dedication they have 
showed will benefit us in terms of wins and losses." 

Wake returns one of the top passers in the league in Brian Kuklick. 
Before suffering a hairline fracture in his leg in the season's ninth game, 
Kuklick threw for 2,180 yards and 15 touchdowns. Despite also tossing 11 
Interceptions, Kuklick, in his fifth year in the program, has excellent command 
of the offense. 

Kuklick also has two excellent targets to throw to — Jammie Deese 
and Desmond Clark. Clark led the ACC with a school-record 72 receptions 
for 950 yards and five TDs. Deese was sixth in the ACC (54-697) with three 
100-yard games. 

What will make the passing game even better is a consistent running 
threat. Wake has that in Morgan Kane, who had 445 rushing yards last 
season. Kane will rumble behind a line that returns three starters, but has 
seen position changes. Brian Wolverton moved from tackle to guard, Sam 
Settar from left guard to right guard and Willie Lam from quard to tackle. 
Wake has plenty of size up front — they average 300 pounds a man. 

Last season, however, Wake, with basically the same cast of characters, 
finished 101st nationally in rushing (105.7 ypg). 

“We have to be able to run the ball better,” Caldwell said. 

“Every offensive player on our football team is going to be evaluated 
on the basis of whether or not he can help us run the football. That means 
linemen, backs, even wide receivers. Everyone. We know we can throw the 
football. Now, it's time to get a little more balance out there.” 

Wake's defense revolves around linebackers Kelvin Moses and Dustin 
Lyman. Moses, with 33 career starts, had 85 tackles last season, while Lyman 
had a team-high 91. Up front, defensive tackles Fred Robbins and Kelvin 
Shackleford combined for 84 tackles and eight sacks. Senior defensive back 
Jeffrey Muyres leads three returning starters in the secondary. 

Overall, Wake features eight defensive starters with 135 career starts 
among them. 

“| feel good about the defensive line,” Caldwell said. “But, we have to 
continue to work and develop depth. We're an injury away from having to 
scramble there.” 

The Deacs are strong at kicker, where Matt Burdick made good on 15 
of 23 field goal attempts, while punter Tripp Moore was third in the ACC 
with a 41.8 average. 

While Caldwell has his program headed in the right direction, it 
remains to be seen if the Deacs have the depth and toughness to contend 
in the ACC's first division. 

“One of the keys to our improved record and performance last sea- 
son was the commitment that our football team made during the offsea- 
son heading into last year,” Caldwell said. “We need that same type of 
individual and overall team commitment this spring and summer in order 
to improve.” 
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Location: Gainesville, Fla. 

Colors: Orange and Blue 

Conference: Southeastern 

Stadium: Ben Hill Griffin Stadium/Florida Field (83,000) 

1997 Record: 10-2 

Head Coach: Steve Spurrier 

Career Record: 103-29-2 (1) years) 

Record at Florida: 83-16-1 (8 years) 

Starters Returning: 15 

Offense (5): QB Doug Johnson, TE Erron Kinney, G Cheston Blackshear, 

G Ryan Kalich, T Zach Piller 

Defense (8): DE Willie Cohens, DE Tim Beauchamp, DT Reggie McGrew, 
DT Ed Chester, LB Johnnie Rutledge, LB Mike Peterson, DB Tony George, 
DB Teako Brown 

Special Teams (2): P Robby Stevenson, PK Collins Cooper 


1997 RESULTS 
SOLA FSS pty ecraene eo oe da He ee ob oe puree py igh PO Pee ia ys SIM taleed W 21-6 
Senteal MCHGalhe Ki dddemnnescccssscsseissddteeerrsss70r eRe W 82-6 
By eet ee POO SEES EERIE CoM hese sed con iit. W 33-20 
KMONUGKY six: scant di cuuseecsisavasansscewterteossssetiitien W 55-28 
OOKANSASS 5 5 Fok irda iat ddd ade ee hae hob hauGMAASAareeeAe a Beis} W 56-7 
LS. cevetececegreussnucerYRELSEES2 Sore eee ee gduqsdsccctls L 28-21 
PANO rec cores win Raves cece See SGT ONAN CAMARA 55555.5.2 Ke aNi he W 24-10 
Georgia (Jacksonville) 22.2 cca weceewew ewer aa ee bee eis wlslsheeeas L37-17 
Wengert: =: eek tlasscccasscease tae wshmLarreccesae CORE W 20-7 
SOUP ANA ee gree oho 5 0.55959.5549440 genes ee eee re W 48-21 
PRIS ENS aol linens eninsisie tense mceennnnsssscsss ui nnt eee 
Penn State (Citrus Bowl) 2 ccc c eee ce scae eee ee eee TEN Nee W 21-6 
1998 SCHEDULE 
SBN Cc nnneereea a veka es ab wwioipeste i, AAR CRRA SANS Wie woe The Citadel 
SBP Peo ob oe ceo eee ee eke odecniddganceet Northeast Louisiana 
OTE: cecjnnnacwakAnckcot cee snare AP ene eR reas cReres (@Tennessee 
a. Te tense feet TCE COSC ee oie eee Kentucky 
ME as ccccearrrreryriiwansys ni eb es sesiieu'cesaneroel ¥S4 @Alabama 
CEG AR cue sicbles wewnay' 22.2222 eenn Erwan da aaCWEEE BRS Se oo erhsS LSU 
CT YF 8 See Erteanetmewe F444 Sher EE Shee use oo geeesceteee, Auburn 
= TESS. Pie rer Lett EETRTOOCES Er CETTE Georgia 
Maint F fo ocaco-o-p-o-oesie pian oo Fee ale eis wwe an ee RoR ERE tte @Vanderbilt 
NOW ES, ca cadatritecerirricbeenstiesewesestaccweean South Carolina 
INOW BT ee vivid dete cs acucowe terttisiss bee aweESAAnsces tm @Florida State 
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routine for the Gator defense the past few years. But now, it would 

appear the sizzle could be on the opposite side of the line this season. 
Many feel the Gators’ defense will have the title role in UF's fortunes. 

No wonder, The Gators’ front seven is about as good as it gets when 
healthy. Ed Chester and Reggie McGrew return at tackle and Willie Cohens 
and Tim Beauchamp at end. In a key spring move, Johnny Rutledge 
moved to middle linebacker in order to play alongside Mike Peterson and 
Jevon Kearse. 

“Our front seven is the most experienced area on the defensive team 
and it showed in the spring,” UF defensive coordinator Bob Stoops said. 
“We want to get the most experience on the field as much as possible." 

The Gators’ biggest concern on defense is finding two quality corner- 
backs to replace Fred Weary and Elijah Williams. 

In a long-anticipated change, however, Tony George has shifted from 
strong safety to cornerback, while Dock Pollard won the other cornerback 
spot in spring drills. Also, keep in mind Teako Brown returns at free safety, 
giving the Gators added experience. 

“Dock Pollard’s got a lot of talent. He just needs to learn to finish the 
play,” coach Steve Spurrier said. 

When fans talk about finishing plays in G-ville, they are usually talk- 
ing about UF's Fun ‘n’ Gun offense. However, spring drills did little to 
answer the Gators’ huge question mark at quarterback. Not helping mat- 
ters was the news that Doug Johnson could miss the season after doctors 
discovered a small cyst in his right (throwing) shoulder. 

Last season, Johnson started the first six games before being sus- 
pended for missing curfew. The Gators’ musical chairs at quarterback was 
just starting, as Jesse Palmer replaced Johnson, who in turn replaced 
Palmer, but then was replaced again, this time by Noah Brindise. Are you 
caught up? 

By season's end, the Gators were rotating Brindise and Johnson 
every play. 

Despite Johnson's status. Palmer had the better spring game and is 
the expected front-runner. Whoever the starter is, however, one thing is 
certain. He doesn't have an impact wide receiver to throw to after Jacquez 
Green departed early for the NFL. Last season, UF's young receivers were 
slow to develop. 

“They need to develop,” Spurrier said of freshman wideouts Darrell 
Jackson, Travis Taylor, Steve Shipp and Brian Haugabrook, “They're prac- 
ticing well, but they've got to get better. They're just not quite there. They 
show flashes of being good players, then they show flashes of stumbling, 
falling down and dropping too many passes.” 

Senior Nafis Karim could be a key performer at wideout. Spurrier 
challenged him to live up to his potential after the Gators’ Citrus Bowl 
victory over Penn State, and Karim enjoyed a solid spring. 

UF's best news concerns Terry Jackson, who missed the last eight 
games of the year last season with a serious knee injury. But Jackson has 
recovered completely and will step in at tailback in place of record-setting 
Fred Taylor. Jackson, the Gators’ starting fullback last season, is one of the 
team’s most versatile players, starting his career in the secondary. 

“| am just happy | am finally going to be able to play some football 
again,” Jackson said. “My knee feels great, 100 percent.” 

Spurrier said the goal for 1998, of course, will be to take back the 
Southeastern Conference championship from rival Tennessee. The Vols 
wore the crown last season, sending the Gators to Orlando to play in the 
Citrus Bowl. The Vols had spent three of their last four postseasons there. 

“We appreciated them letting us use their winter home,” Spurrier 
quipped. 

\f UF’s winter home is to change this season, then look for the Gators’ 
defense to have a starring role in the move. @ 


Pre second-fiddle behind Florida's offensive fireworks has become 


RUSHING | 
Player S Att. Gain Loss Net Avg. PG TD LP | 
Minor, T. 11 112 664 41 623 5.6 56.6 9 87 
Ford, D, 10 61 282 24 «258 42 25.8 1 23 
Feaster, D. 10 36 152 25. 127 3.5 12.7 3 39 
Kendra, D. 7 18 113 40 73 41 10.4 1 48 
Abdullah, D. 11 16 47 4 43 2703.9 2 22 
Coles, L. 11 6 43 2 44 68 37 0 24 
Gooch, V. 10 19 44 6 38 2.0 38 0 13 
McCray, W. 1 6 22 0 22 37 = 2.0 0 10 
Glenn, L. 10 3 19 0 19 6.3 1.9 1 17 
Green, E.G. 11 1 9 0 9 90 08 0 9 
Weinke, C, 3 2 8 0 8 40 27 0 5 
Outzen, M. W 1 8 0 8 8.0 0.7 0 8 
Minnis, M. 9 2 6 0 6 3.0 07 0 6 | 
Busby, T. 11 57 132 148 = -16 “0.9 1.5 2 11 
Warrick, P. 11 3 5 21 -16 35.3 <1: 0 5 
Team 11 1 0 10 -10 -10.0 -0.8 0 0 
FSU 11 344 1554 321 1233 3.6 112.1 19 87 
Opponents 11 379-1126 555 571 1.5 61.9 10 

PASSING 

Yds/G Ring. 

Kendra, D. ke  .8F 20 0 541 341 48.7 158.2 3 47 
Busby, T. 176390 «=6235°0=C fC 10)—'s«s603)S- «3317 Ss 301.6 «147.7. «25 «80 
Weinke, C. 3. «49 7 1 538 82 27.3 1422 2 25 
FSU 11 440 262 11 595 3740 340.0 148.4 30 80 


Opponents 11302) «1810S 41s «599 2084) = 189.5 103.9 12 


RECEIVING 
Player G Rec. Yds. Ava, YdsJ/G Rec/G TD LP 
Green, E.G. 1 54 ~=1059 19.6 96.3 49 11 80 
Warrick, P. 11 53 884 16,7 80.4 48 8 80 
Pearsall, M. 11 31 326 10.5 29.6 2.8 3 45 
Minor, T. nt 27 207 bat 18.8 2.5 2 42 
Harrell, D. cn 23 288 12.5 26.2 2A 1 26 
Coles, L. 1 21 384 18.3 34.9 1.9 1 48 
Minnis, M. 9 11 163 14.8 18.1 4.2 1 23 
Stringer, G, 1 9 199 22.1 18.1 0.8 2 44 
Feaster, D. 10 9 36 40 3.6 0.9 0 10 
Ford, D. 10 7 48 6.9 4.8 0.7 0 12 
McCray, W. 1 5, 32 6.4 2.9 0.5 1 WW 
Gooch, V. 10 5 21 4.2 21 0.5 0 7 
Dugans, R. 2 3 37 12.3 18.5 1.5 0 19 
Donaldson, C. 7 2 39 19.5 5.6 0.3 0 25 
Abdullah, K. af] 1 9 9.0 0.8 0.1 0 9 
Jackson, M. 10 1 8 8.0 0.8 0.1 0 8 
Florida State 11 «262 +=. 33740 14.3 340.0 23.8 30 80 
Opponent Ti =6181 0 = 2084 11.5 189.5 16.5 12 
SCORING BY QUARTERS 

Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total Avg. 
Florida State 149 «99 495 94 0 437 39.7 
Opponent 27 47) 45 48 0 167 15.2 
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10-1 Overall, 8-0 ACC 


PUNTING 
Player S No. Yds. Avg. LP 
Cottrell, K. 11 58 2227 38.4 «54 
Team 11 1 0 0.0 0 


Florida State 11 59 2227) 037.7 54 
Opponents 11 89 3569 40.1 


PUNT RETURNS 


Player G No. Yds. Avc. TD LP 


Polley, T. fa 22 =—-22.0 0 
Feaster, D. 10 14 210 15.0 0 
Warrick, P. 11290-3388) «13.4 1 
Allen, B. 11! 4 tt Fi Q 6 
Gibson, D. 10 #0 1 0.0 1 
Florida State 11 45 632 14.0 2 
Opponents 11 26 ©=— 250 9.6 0 


14 14.0 


Saunders, T. 11 6 6.0 


KICKOFF RETURNS 
Player G No. Yds. Avg. TD LP 
Warrick, P. It #4 2323.0 0 23 
Coles, L. It (& 168 tA 0 34 
Stringer, G. 1 9S! 273; (240 0 38 
Frier, T, ae: st | 184 Ur 27 
Chaney, J. a7 “9 14 14.0 G+ 4g 
Ford, D 1% “4 10 10.0 0 10 
Gooch, V. 10 21 6 6.0 0 6 
Florida State 11 27 526 19.5 0 38 
Opponent 11-38 =6794 Ss 20.9 0 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Player G No. Yds. Avg. TD LP 
Rolle, S. Tt: 32 46 0 29 
Smith, S. it © 3 Tt §63237 G. 3a 
Cody, T. 17-43 2 0.7 0 2 
| Bush, D. 10 2 21 = 10.5 0 21 
Jackson, D. W 2 0 0.0 0 0 
Howard, A. 8 1 3t 6.31.0 0.681 
Bryant, T. at ll 19 19.0 1 19 
Green, L. 1a. +4 16 16.0 0 16 
1 0 
1 0 
Florida State 11 22 212 9.6 1 39 
Opponents 117 0611-108 9.4 0 
MISCELLANEOUS YARDS 
(Blocked FGs and Fumbles Advanced) 
Player G Att. Yds. Avg. PG TD 


Cowart, S. 11 2 39 195 33 
Florida State 11 2 39 19.5 3.5 3 
Opponents 7°93 0 0.0 0.0 
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TEAM STATISTICS TOTAL OFFENSE 
im Player G Plays Rush Pass _‘Total__Avg, 
Total First Downs 229 157 | Busby,T 11 447 416 3317 3301 300.1 
First Downs-Rushing 70 38 Kendra, D. 7 55 73 341 414 59,1 
First Downs-Passing 151 89 | Minor, T. 11 112 623 0 623 56.6 
First Downs-Penalty 8 30 | Weinke, C. 3 15 8 82 90 30.0 
Rushing Att-Yds 344-1233 379-571 Ford, D. 10 61 258 0 258 25.8 
Rushing Yards Per Game 124 51.9 Feaster, D. 10 36 127 Qa 427 127 
Pass Comp-Att-Int 262-440-11 181-302-441 Abdullah, K. 11 16 43 0 43 3.9 
Passing Yards 3740 2084 Gooch, V. 40 49 38 0 38 38 
Passing Yards Per Game 340.0 189.5 Coles, L. 1 6 4 0 44 37 
Punting Number-Yds-Avg 60-2227-37.1 89-3569-40.1 McCray W {1 B 99 0 99 00 
Fumbies-Lost 18-6 20-10 Glenn L ; 10 3 19 0 19 19 
Penalties-Yards 113-857 82-597 ney : 
Sacks-Yds Lost 59-348 19-151 Green EG. = 11 | s ‘ y) 08 
Third Down Conversions 55-152 35-168 Outzen,M. 11 : 8 0 me 
Third Down Conversion Pet. 362 .208 Minnis, M. 9 2 6 0 6 0.7 
Fourth Down Conversions 3-4 7-17 Warrick, P. 11 3 “16 9 “16 “1.5 
Fourth Down Conversion Pct. .750 412 Team 1 1 “10 0 -10 “0.8 
Opponent 11 717 571 2084 2655 4 8=241.4 
1997 RESULTS DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
eae eee a ee — Player G Solo Ast. Total TFi-Yds.Sacks-Yds. PBU FC FR 
RMA od vs. Maryland i eee sap | cowatS. 1 GE G4 TG GO ADS A 


Bush, D. 10 53 44 97 12-9 65-41 0 


0 3 
9-20 @ Clemson 83,000 35-28 ey 
yrereert ON a rartenseoeesB8,000 «oes eee pees Gren l. Sao Re Bee eg HOF ck aed 
10-04 ....5,.% VS, MIAMI ....sesseeseseeeenes BOGS. sevcedees cays 47-0 
Jackson, D, 11 58 23 81 0-0 O00 1 00 
he ee a P51 eae: SEEM one vuagldents 51-27 he’ a) °8 Tee. Wee HE LOD 
1018 ........ vs. Georgia Tech sec... FO IET, onc mdicdiabidahee geo 6 (Smiths. = M97 met 
40-25 occ s css @ Virginia csccctecssseeee ABBAS yoiy siesciton 47-21  Johnson,d. 11 31 26 57 13-26 2515 0 2 0 
eee Vs. NC State ..ececccssssee FAVE. exeecacuives 4g-35 Wadsworth, A.11 29 28 57 19-33 16.0-91 1 1 1 
TOR . nec, @ North Carofina........... BED ems nacensiges'e 20-3 = Smith, L. 11-320 24 56 8-19 3.0-18 «3 0 0 
ChE i ee vs. Wake Forest............. FOO2S dima etiae see 587 ~~ Cody, T. "1 30 16 46 35 000 4 01 
ATBO 52 222k Cn a BOG i594 ,4tT 2: 3 29-32 ‘Rolle, S. 11-30 «13 4380-0 000-0 «13 «0 0 
Simon, C, 10 19 18 37 6-9 2.0-7 j ae he’ 
TEAM STATISTICS Bryant,l. 11 15 22 37 96 7.040 1 2 0 
Rushing Passing TRC  opires, G, 8 16 14 30 13-4 100-58 0 2 0 
AtYds-TH  AtlDinp-Int-Yds-TD —_Plays-Yds-Avg No-Yds  No-bnsi Conv-Att Seymour, FR: TT 8 20 «28 7-2 6.0-20 0 0 1 
FSU 29-89-2 39-19-2-276-0 68-365-5.4 7-64 4-1 4-14 Rhodes, B. 14 8B 20 28 3-3. 0.0-0 0 00 
S|) MR). abddner  aeetan. we ee as POEs, ee BS ae Sie = ae 
wes Rags as Sekar’ A ; ‘i Saunders, 7. 11 T& -S 28 0-0 =: 0..0-0 4, 2.4 
ow HS eee ioe HH SS chem) on BS ang oe 
Clemson 39-41-1  40-20-3-285-2 79-326-41 7-35 1-14-46 Lan 8. ; . = 7 ae a ; : : 
FSU 45-174-4  37-22-1-248-2 82-422-5.1 436 00 1417 | tay de OT OO 
Miami 27-{-33)-0  31-14-3-164-0  58-131-2.2 5-32 4-0 4-17 sy ws ae a ee i aad 6) Dd 
é ckley, T. 0 0.0 
FSU 38-135-4 35-16-1-282-1 73-417-57 20-198 «Ss -1 5-14 
Duke 38-131-1 24-91-115-2 59-246-42 973 42 149  Warren,D. 10 8 8 16 1-0 106 0 0 0 
FSU 29-98-1 51-33-0-480-4 © 80-587-7.3 12-83 «0c0 ot4 «© Mumphrey,D. 11 «10 5 15 3-18 1.07 0 0 0 
Georgia Tech 36-90-0 —-21-10-2-91-0 57-144-2.5 6-44 1-0 316  Reynolds,J. 7 5 7 2 OO 000 0 00 
FSU 31-214-3  40-19-1-305-3 71-513-72 854 44 242  MaloneB. 7 4 8 12 22 1013 0 0 0 
Virginia 38-(-9)-2 31-14-1-258-1 69-249-3.6 9-94 4-1 546 Dorsey, C. 5 Se BT + Be oe OD 
FSU 29-58-2 36-26-1-463-5 65-521-8.0 14-148 31 612  ‘Tulloch,D. 8 3 7 10 32 208 0 0 0 
N.C. State 43-181-0 49-21-3-267-5 92-448-4.9 9-60 2-1 548  Frier, T. 1 6 4 10 O0 O00 2 00 
FSU 39-175-0 30-14-1-159-2 69-394-4.8 11-105 of 344 | Chaney,J. 11 % 2° We 100 2 Oe 
North Carolina 25-(-28)-0 23-10-3-101-0 48-73-15 8-42 1-1 1-13 Stephens,D. 9 & 4° 8 1-2 0.00 1 #0 0 
FSU 20-26-1 53-36-0-506-5 73-592-7.9 11-109 1-0 7-15 Rhodes,B. 8 2 °5 8 10 #109 O 0 0 
Wake Forest 32-(-1)-0 41-21-5-251-0 73-250-3.4 8-66 2-1 316 Howard, A. i) 3. -% 0-0 00-0 2 00 
FSU 34-141-1 39-23-2-219-1 73-360-4.9 5-43 1-0 616 | Thomas,C. 7 2 0 2 OO 000 0 00 
Florida 31-163-4 36-19-0-336-1 67-499-7.4 8-55 2-2 4-13 Jeune, J. 7 } 0 1 0-0 0.0-0 000 
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1997 Florida State Highs and Lows 


Longest Run From Scrimmaget..............---+ 87, Travis 
Minor vs. Virginia (TD) 

Most Rushing Attempts:.............30, Travis Minors. 
N. Carolina (128 yards) 

Most Yards Rushing)....... 155 yards, Travis Minor vs. 
Virginia (17 carries) 


Most TDs Rushing: |.,....-.....-.-.-.2, Travis Minor vs. 
Miami, Virginia & NC State, 

Busby vs, Duke 

Longest Pass Play:......,......2 80, Thad Busby to Peter 
Warrick vs. Clemson, and E. G. Green vs, NCSU 
Most Passes Attempled............47 (30 completed) by 
Thad Busby vs. Georgia Tech 

Most Passes Completed: |........... 30 (47 attempts) by 
Thad Busby vs. Georgia Tech 

Most Yards Passing!........... 463 yards, Thad Busby 
vs. NC State 

Most TD Passes Thrown)’ .......-.+. 5, Thad Busby vs. 
NC State 

Most Receiving Yards: ...............,,.249 yards (8 rec.), 


Peter Warrick vs. Clemson 

Most Receptions in a Game:......8 (249 yards), Peter 
Warrick vs. Clemson; 8 (184), Green vs, NCSU 
Most TD Receptions ina Game: _......3, E.G. Green 
& vs, NC State 


‘otal Offense 


Most Yards? .........cc0ccec eee 433 (463 pass- 30 run), 
Thad Busby vs, NC State 


Most Interceptions in a Gamez...........2, Samari Rolle 
vs. Miami & Wake Forest 

Longest Interception Return:......,,...39 yards, Shevin 
Smith vs. Clemson 

Most Total Tackles: 19, Dexter Jackson vs. NC State 


Most Unassisted Tackles: ..........12, Sam Cowart vs, 
So. California 

Most Quarterback Sacks: .......,,.3, Andre Wadsworth 
vs. Virginia, N. Carolina & Wake Forest 

Longest Field Goal: .............0..002 56 yards, Sebastian 


Janikowski vs. W. Forest (school record) 

Most FGs in a Game? oo... eee, Sebastian 
Janikowski vs. Wake Forest & Florida 

Longest Punt:.,...64 yards, Keith Cottrell vs, Clemson 
(career-long) & Florida 

Most Punts in a Game; ...............7, Keith Cottrell vs. 
So. California , Clemson, GA Tech & N. Carolina 
Best Punting Average: ...................42,7 yards, Keith 
Cottrell an 7 punts vs, So, California 

Longest Kickoff Return... cece .38, Germaine 
Stringer vs. Clemson 

Longest Punt Return: 90, Peter Warrick vs. Clemson 


OPPONENT INDIVIDUAL 

Rushing 
Longest Run from Scrimmage: = -.,....... 61 yards by 
Fred Taylor, Florida 
Most Rushes in a Game’........ .25 carries (77 yards), 
by Raymond Priester, Clemson 
Most Yards Rushing: ...,.....162 yards (22 carries) by 
Fred Taylor, Florida 
Most TDs Rushing}............4 4 by Fred Taylor, Florida 
Most Yards Passing: -.....0....4 204. 251, Ben Sankey, 
Wake Forest (21-of-41) 
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OPPONENT INDIVIDUAL 
Passing 
Most Completions:..........-...-rere0 21 by Ben Sankey, 
Wake Forest (41 attempts 
Most Attempts:............ 41, Jamie Barnette, NC State: 
Ben Sankey, Wake Forest 
Longest Pass Play: .......,.....63 yards, Doug Johnson 


to J. Green, Florida 
Most TDs Passing; ..,......5, Jamie Barnette, NC State 
Most INTs Passing:.......5, Ben Sankey, Wake Forest 


Special Teams 
Longest Field Goal... 
Most Field Goals:....... 


--.46, McGee, N. Carolina 
-- 2, Matt Padgett, Clemson; 
Sims Lenhard, Duke 
Longest PUN: .....c:c0.:c22 eters 64, Laird, Clemson; 
Williams, GA Tech 

Longest Kickoff Return: .....77, Tony Horne, Clemson 
Longest Punt Return: 28, by Jacquez Green, Florida 


Longest Interception Return: ............5 29 yards, Chad 
Morton, USG 
TEAM 

FLORIDA STATE....-.ssesreesvensvecsasscsscosnssnessepeness OPPONENT 
HIGH 51 vs. Duke... 35 by NC State 
LOW 14 vs. USC... 0 by Miami, Ga Tech 
HIGH 587 vs. Ga Tech... cceeeeee 499 by Florida 
LOW 334 vs_N, Carolina 73 by N. Carolina 


HIGH 11 ys. Florida .7 by NC State 


LOW 2 vs. USC, W. Forest.. 1 by Miami, 
Virginia, UNG 

First Downs Passing 
HIGH 23 vs. Wake Forest.........,.... 14 by Clemson; 
N.C. State 
LOW 7 VS. ClEMSON ........:--seseseesvens 2 by Maryland 


HIGH 82 vs. Maryland, Miami ........ 32 by NC State 

LOW 48 vs. Clemson.............-+ 48 by N. Carolina 
Rushing Yards 

HIGH 212 vs. Virginia........... 


...-181 by NC State 


LOW 26 vs. Wake Forest... ..-33 by Miami 

HIGH 45 vs. Miami... 43 by NC State 

LOW 20 vs. Clemson, WF .........25 by N, Carolina 
Passing Yards 

HIGH 489 vs. GA Tech...... 336 by Florida 


LOW 159 vs. N.Carolina .. .57 by Maryland 


Passes Completed 


HIGH 37 vs. Maryland ..............21 by Wake Forest 


LOW 16at Duke 8 by Maryland 
HIGH 52 vs. Maryland ......0.....00... 41 by NC State, 
Wake Forest 


LOW 28 vs. Clemson .... p13 by Maryland 
HIGH 2 vs. USC & Florida..........5 by Wake Forest 
LOW Ovs. GA Tech, WF....... 
HIGH 20 at Duke _.. 9 vs. Duke, UVA, NCSU 
LOW 4S. Miami... by Miami 
HIGH 148 vs, NC State +96 by Virginia 
LOW 235 vs. Miarni............ 32 by Miami 
Fumbles 
HIGH 4 vs. USC, Clemson ......... 4 by Miami, Duke 


LOW’ 0 vs. 4 opponents..............0 by Maryland 
HIGH 2 vs. Clemson............ 2 by Duke & Florida 


LOW Ovs. 5 opponents ..,,... 0 by Miami , Ga Teoh 


Player TD XP. 2Pt. DXP SFG Pts: 
danikowski,5. 0 37-39 0-0 0-0 0 16-21 85 
Minor, T. 110-0 «60-1 0-0 0 0-0 66 
Green, E.G. 114 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 66 
Warrick, P. 9 0-0 0-0 0-00 0-0 54 

|Pearsall.M. 3 0-0 1-1 0-00 0-0 20 
Feaster, D. 3 0-0 0-0 0-00 0-0 18 

| Cowart,S. 3 0-0 0-0 0-00 0-0 18 
Gramatica,B. QO 10-12 0-0 0-0 0 2-4 16 
Stringer, G. 2 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 12 
Abdullah, K. 2 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 12 
Busby, T. 2 0-0 0-0 0-00 0-0 12 
Coles, L. 1 O-0 1-4 0-00 00 8 
Bryant, T. 1 0-0 0-0 0-00 0-0 6 
McCray, W, 1 0-0 0-0 0-00 0-0 6 

| Glenn, L. 1 0-0 0-0 0-00 0-0 6 

| Ford, D. 1 0-0 0-0 0-00 0-0 6 
Minnis, M. 1 O00 0-0 0-00 0-0 6 

‘Kendra,D. 1 0-0 0-0 0-00 0-0 6 

| Harrell, D. 1 0-0 0-0 0-00 OO 6 
Gibson, D0. 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 6 
Florida State 55 47-51 2-3 0-0 1 18-25 437 
Opponents 22 18-19 1-3 0-0 O 5-10 167 

1997 ATTENDANCE 
otal 
(11 games) 744,318 (67,665 avg.) 
ome 
(5 games) 372,001 (74,400 avg.) 
Away 
(6 games) 370,317 (61,719 avg.) 
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1997 Individual Game-By-Game Statistics 
RUSHING (Carries-Yards-Touchdowns) 


Opponent Feaster Minor Ford Gooch Abdullah Busby Kendra 
So. California 16-74-1 2-5-0 1-2-0 0- 0-0 DNP 6-(-9)-0 2-2-1 
Maryland 3-1-1 4-9-0 5-44-0 5-17-0 2-6-0 4-11-0 4-8-0 
Clemson 5-9-0 3-1-0 DNP 1-0-0 3-5-0 8-16-0 DNP 
Miami 7-29-1 9-23-2 14-69-0 2-2-0 0-0-0 4-(-7)-0 3-36-0 
Duke 4-13-0 10-46-1 11-58-1 3-9-0 1-3-0 5-4-2 1-6-0 
Georgia Tech 1-1-0 6-51-1 7-29-0 3-10-0 0-0-0 5-(-2)-0 1-2-0 
Virginia 0-0-0 17-157-2 7-26-0 0-0-0 3-3-1 2-6-0 2-18-0 
NC State 0-0-0 10-64-2 9-34-0 0-0-0 1-0-0 8-(-30)-0 DNP 
North Carolina 0-0-0 30-128-0 2-2-0 0-0-0 26-0 415-0 DNP 
Wake Forest 0-0-0 0-0-0 4-2-0 5-0-0 2-2-1 2-1-0 5-13-0 
Florida 0-0-0 21-142-1 1-(-3)-0 0-0-0 24-0 9-(-11)-0 DNP 
REGEIVING (Catches-Yards-Touchdowns) 
Opponent Green Warrick Pearsall Coles Dugans Harrell Stringer 
So. California 1-46-0 6-50-0 1-3-0 2-37-0 1-19-0 4-64-0 1-16-0 
Maryland 6-118-2 3-51-2 7-65-0 4-91-0 2-18-0 0-0-0 2-20-0 
Clemson 4-62-0 8-249-2 0-0-0 0-0-0 INJ 1-4-0 0-0-0 
Miami 4-46-1 4-60-1 3-26-0 3-39-0 INJ 3-26-0 0-0-0 
Duke 4-§2-0 5-134-1 2-19-0 0-0-0 INJ 3-43-0 1-32-0 
Georgia Tech 6-166-1 6-62-0 3-2-0 2- 35-1 INJ 6-62-1 1-36-0 
Virginia 5-151-1 3-47-1 3-14-0 1-7-0 INd 0-0-0 0-0-0 
NC State 8-184-3 2-23-0 0-0-0 3- 97-0 INd 2-33-0 1-311 
N. Carolina 2-31-1 4-64-0 2- 9-4 2- 20-0 INd 2-34-0 0-0-0 
W. Forest 7-120-2 7-93-1 4-414-1 4- 40-0 INJ 2-22-0 3-64-1 
Florida 7-83-0 5-51-0 4- 26-1 0-0-0 INJ 0-0-0 0-0-0 
PASSING (Attempts-Completions-Interceptions-Yards-Touchdowns) 

So. California 39-19-2-276-0 0-0-0-0-0 DNP 

Maryland 34-26-0-308-2 8-6-0-105-2 10-5-1-48-1 

Clemson 28-17-1-332-2 DNP DNP 

Miami 31-20-1-230-2 6-2-0-18-0 0-0-0 

Duke 32-15-1-250-1 3-1-0-32-0 DNP 

Georgia Tech 47-30-0-399-3 4-3-0-90-1 DNP 

Virginia 39-18-1-291-3 1-1-0-14-0 DNP 

NC State 36-26-1-463-5 DNP DNP 

N. Carolina 30-14-1-159-2 DNP DNP 

Wake Forest 35-27-0-390-4 15-7-0- 82-0 3-2-0-43-1 

Florida 39-23-2-219-1 ONP DNP 

PUNTING (Number-Yards-Avg.) / FIELD GOALS 

Opponent Cottrell Opponent Janikowski Gramatica 
So. California 7-299-42.7 So. California no attempts no attempts 
Maryland 1-38-38.0 Maryland 49G, 44G 20G, 31 miss 
Clemson 7-265-37,8 Clemson 22G 34G, 37 
Miami 2-76-38.0 Miami 45G, 37G, 48, 38 no attempts 
Duke 6-236-39.3 Duke 38, 21G no longer on team 
Georgia Tech 7-263-37.6 Georgia Tech 38G no longer on team 
Virginia 6-203-33.8 Virginia 45, 34G no longer on team 
NC State 4-151-37.7 NC State no attempis no longer on team 
North Carolina 7-264-37.7 North Carolina 32G, 40G, 34 no longer on team 
Wake Forest 5-184-36.8 Wake Forest 21G, 56G*, 206 no longer on team 
Florida 6-248-41.3 Florida 28G, 31G, 20G no longer on team 


* School Record field goat 
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1997 Atlantic Coast Gonference Stats 


TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE 
school G_ Plays Yds. Avg. 7D YdsJG School G Plays Yds. Avg, TD Yds/G 
1. Florida State W 784 «64973 6.3 49 452.09 1. North Carolina Hi 693 2302 33 122 09.3 
2. N.C. State WW 769 «44140 5.7 40 401.27 2. Florida State 11 717 9.2655 3.7 222 41.4 
3. North Carolina an 786 4168 53 34 378.91 3. Clemson 1 721 3438 48 193 12.5 
4. Georgia Tech 11 728 #4037) «55 uv 367.00 4. Virginia 14 721 3574 5.0 283 24.9 
5. Clemson 11 766 3985 52 28 362.27 5. Wake Forest a 767 3964 5.2 333 60.4 
6. Wake Forest VW 804 3949 49 27 359.00 6. N.C. State 14 760 4179 55 9313 79.9 
7. Virginia "1 718 «#63850 54 33 350.00 7. Maryland i 756 4420 5.8 424 01.8 
8. Duke 1 736 3379 «446 23 307.18 8. Duke 17 767 4502 59 384 09.3 
9. Maryland " 695 2899 42 19 262.73 9. Georgia Tech 11 781 4719 6.0 334 29.0 
RUSHING OFFENSE RUSHING DEFENSE 
chool G Att. Yds. Avg.__‘TD YdsJG chool G At. Yds. Avg. TD YdsJ/G 
1. N.C. State 11 4520 19670 4420 178.8 1. Florida State i 379571 15 10 51.9 
2. Clemson N 480 1772 37 12 161.1 2. North Carolina 1 371 857 2.3 5 77.9 
3. Georgia Tech 11 449 1667 3.7 18 151.5 3. Clemson 11 362 971 27 10 88.3 
4. Duke NW «404 «1387 34 (10 126.1 4, Wake Forest 11 364 1057 2H 96.1 
5. Virginia "1 411 1297, 3.2 ©=«12 17.9 5. Virginia a 395 1254 3.2 13 114.0 
6. North Carolina a 420 1288 31 15 17.1 6. N.C. State 14 409 1441 35 12 131.0 
7. Florida State 1 344 1233 (3.6 19 112.1 7. Georgia Tech 11 379 1460 3.9 10 132.7 
8. Wake Forest 11 399 1163 29 11 105.7 8. Maryland 14 455 1921 42 24 174.6 
9. Maryland " 415 97302 9 88.5 9, Duke 11 492 2088 #42 23 189.8 
PASSING OFFENSE PASS EFFICIENCY DEFENSE 
chino} G Att. Cmp. Int .Pct. Yds. Yds./Att, TD Yds./G chool Att. Cmp. Yds. TD Int. Pts, 
1. Florida State 11 440 262 1159.5 3740 85 30 340.0 1. North Carolina 322 148 = 1445 7 15 81.5 
2. North Carolina 11 366 221 1260.4 2880 79 19 261.8 2. Florida State 338 164 2084 12 22 99.0 
3.Wake Forest 11 405 244 16 60.2 2786 6.9 16 253.3 3. Clemson 359 188 2467 9 9 113.4 
4. Virginia 11 307 183 8 596 2553 83 21 2321 4. Virginia 326 192 2320 15 12 126.5 
5. N.C, State 11 317 180 14 56.8 2447 77 20 222.5 5, N.C. State 351 194 2738 19 8 134.1 
6.Georgia Tech 11 279 177 9 634 2370 85 13 215.5 6, Wake Forest 403 243 2907 22 9 134.4 
7. Clemson 11 286 177 1061.9 2213 77 16 201.2 7. Georgia Tech 402 257 3259 23 16 142.9 
8. Duke 11 332 164 19 49.4 1992 6.0 13° (1814 8. Duke 275 164 2414 15 10 144.4 
9. Maryland 11 280 164 8 586 1917 68 10 «(174.3 9. Maryland 301 188 2499 21 1 147.9 
SCORING OFFENSE SCORING DEFENSE 
School G& Pts. Avg, TD KXP OXP DXPK DXPO FG 5S school G Pts. Avg. TO KXP OXP DXPK DXPO FG 5 
1. Florida State 11 437 39.7 55 47 2 0 o 8 1 4. North Carolina 71 143 13.0 15 14 O Q o 13 a 
2.N.C, State 11 325 295 42 39 2 0 0 10 #O 2. Florida State 11 167 15.2 22 18 1 0 0.65 0 
3. North Carolina 11 306 27.8 38 0 0 o 14 1 3. Clemson 11°198 180 23 #18 1 0 Qo 13 0 
4.Georgia Tech 11 279 254 33 31 1 Oo 2 Te Q 4. Virginia 11 242 220 30 30 O O o 10 1 
5. Virginia 116277 252 36 33 1 0 0 8 1 5.Georgia Tech 11 266 242 34 28 2 QO 0 10 0 
6. Clemson 11.275 25.0 32 22 1 0 o 2 1 6..N.C. State 11 268 244 33 27 2 0 Oo 613 0 
7.Wake Forest 11 245 22.3 29 24 1 0 oO 6 0 7. Wake Forest 11 288 26.2 36 29 1 0 Oo 2 1 
8. Duke 11223 203 25 23 1 it) Oo 146 #0 8. Duke 11°341 310 42 36 1 0 8 Tt 0 
9. Maryland 14161 146 20 18 1 0 0 7 0 9, Maryland 11 355 323 46 44 O 0 o 11 1 
TURNOVER MARGIN 
GAINED LOST 
school Fum. Int. Total Fum. Int. Total Margin/G 
1. Florida State 10 22 32 6 an) 171.36 
2. Maryland 14 11 25 9 8 17.73 
3, Virginia 14 12 26 12 8 20.55 
4. Georgia Tech 5 16 21 8 g 17.36 
§. North Carolina 12 15 27 16 12 28-,09 
6. Clemson 9 9 18 10 10 20-.18 
7. N.C. State 10 8 18 8 14 22-.36 
8. Duke vi 10 21 g 19 28-.64 
9. Wake Forest 7 9 16 15 16 31-1.36 
continued 
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1997 Atlantic Coast Conference Stats 
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1997 FLORIDA STATE HONOR ROLL 


KICKOFF RETURNS sag, pe Head Coach 
ACC Coach of the Year 
School G Bet Yds. TD Avg. Home Depot Goach of the Year Semifinalist 
1. Wake Forest W uM 732 1 23.6 Ross Brannon, OT 
2, Clemson " 38 887 0 23.3 Sporting News Freshman All-America 
3. N.C. State 11 42 923 0 220 Thad Busby, QB 
ACC Offensive Player of the Year 
4, Maryland " 43 908 1 21.1 First-Team All-ACC 
. Davey O'Brien Award Semifinalist 
5, Georgia Tech 1 38 774 1 20.4 Co-MVP of FSU Offense 
6. Duke a 48 969 0 20.2 Daryl Bush, LB 
‘ao First-Team Academic All-America 
7. Virginia " 41 809 Oo 19.7 Butkus Award Semifinalist 
8, Florida State 11 27 «526 0 19.5 NE Lee 
9.North Carolina 11 31 577 o 186 {es Sperry 
ESPN Scholar-Athlete of Game vs. Virginia 
CBS Scholar-Athlete vs. Florida 
Team Captain 
Defensive Leadership Award at FSU 
Top Senior Academic Performer 
PUNT RETURNS ACC Defensive Lineman of Week (9/22) 
ACC Defensive Lineman of Week (10/20) 
iSchool G Ret. Yds. TD Avg. 
Tay Cody, CB 
1. Florida State 1" 45 632 2 14.0 Sporting News Freshman All-America 
ACC Rookie of Week (10/20) 
2, N.C. State N 200 225 o 13 Top Defensive Newcomer at FSU 
3. Clemson 11 30 304 1 10.1 Sam Cowart, LB 
4. Georgia Tech 1 25 253 1 104 First-Team AP All-America 
Football News All-America 
5. North Carolina "1 38 ©6338 2 8.9 FWAA All-America 
AFCA All-America 
6, Duke 11 22 191 1 8.7 Sporting News All-America 
we Butkus Award Finalist 
7. Virginia ” 22 = (187 1 B.5 Football News Defensive Player of Year Finalist 
Bronco Nagurski Trophy Finalist 
8, Maryland 18‘ t09 0 664 FistToam AAC 
ACC's Piccolo Award Winner* 
9, Wake Forest " 27 154 0 5.7 Special Performance Winner on FSU Defense 
ACC Det. Back of Week (9/8) 
ACC Det. Back of Week (10/27) 
E.G. Green, WR 
Second-Team AP All-America 
NET PUNTING First-Team All-ACC 
Biletnikotf Award Semifinalist 
School Punts Ava. Ret Yds. Net All-ACC Academic Team 
Co-MVP of FSU Offense 
1, Georgia Tech 47 45.6 19 220 41.0 
Donald Heaven, OG 
2. Wake Forest 52 40.2 23 156 37.2 Sporting News Freshman All-Amenca 
3. Virginia 61 39.6 22 176 36,7 Dexter Jackson, FS 
4, Duke 63 40.1 31 256 36.1 areca hee 
5, N.C. State 54 39.1 22 190 35.6 Myron Jackson, TE 
6. Maryland 64 37.2 2B 220 33.8 Top Junior Academic Performer 
7. Clemson 60 41.2 32 455 33.6 Sebastian Janikowski, PK 
Sporting News Freshman All-America 
8, North Carolina 62 37.4 24 245 33.5 Second-Team All-ACC 
MVP of FSU's Oilfensive Special Teams 
9. Florida State 60 37.41 26 250 33.0 ACC Rookie of Week (9/15) 


Jerry Johnson, DT 
All-ACC Academic Team 


Kevin Long, C 
AFCA First-Team All-America 
Third-Tearn AP All-America 
Second-Team All-ACC 
All-ACC Academic Team 
Team Captain 
Offensive Leadership Award at FSU 
ACC Off. Lineman of Week (11/8) 


Travis Minor, RB 
ACC Rookie of the Year 
Second-Team All-ACC 
Top Newcomer on FSU Offense 

ACC Rookie of Week (10/27) 
ACC Rookie of Week (11/1) 
ACC Rookie of Week (11/8) 
ACC Rookie of Week (11/23) 


Marcus Outzen, OB 
Top Sophomore Academic Pertormer 


Melvin Pearsall, TE 
First-Team All-ACC 
1997 Don Powell Award 


Tommy Polley, LB 
MVP of FSU's Delensive Special Teams 
ACC Rookie of Week (10/13) 


Bobby Rhodes, OG 
ACC Defensive Lineman ot Week (9/15) 


Samari Rolle, CB 
First-Team All-AGC 
ACC Defensive Back of Week (10/6) 


Larry Smith, DT 
Most Improved Player on FSU Defense 


Shevin Smith, ROV 
Thorpe Award Semifinalist 
Second-Team All-ACC 
Team Captain 
1997 Crenshaw Award Winner 


Greg Spires, DE 
Second-Team All-ACC 
1997 McGrotha Spirit Award Winner 
ACC Defensive Lineman of Week (11/8) 


Tra Thomas, OT 
First-Team All-ACG 
Second-Team AP All-America 
Top Offensive Lineman in ACC (Jacobs Trophy) 
Most Improved Player on FSU Offense 
ACC Offensive Lineman of Week (10/20) 


Andre Wadsworth, DE 
ACC Player of the Year 
ACC Defensive Player of the Year 
First-Team AP All-America 
Football News All-America 
Walter Camp All-America 
Sporting News All-America 
First-Team All-ACC 
Lombardi Award Finalist 
Footba/! News Defensive Player of Year Finalis! 
All-ACC Academic Team 
MVP of the 1997 FSU Defense 
ESPN Scholar-Athlete vs. UNG 
AGC Defensive Lineman of Week (9/8) 


Chris Walker, DE 
Special Academic Achievement Award Winner 


Peter Warrick, WR 
Second-Team All-ACC 
Biletinikoff Award Semifinalist 
Special Performance Winner on FSU Offense 
AGC Offensive Back of Week (9/22) 


Chris Weinke, QB 
Top Freshman Academic Pertormer 


Jason Whitaker, OG 
Second-Team All-ACC 
ACC Offensive Lineman of Week (10/13) 


* Brian Piecolo Award is civen annually by (he ACG to the player wha.shows the most courage in coming back ftom an injury 
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1998 NATIONAL RECRUITING RANKINGS 


Consensus 


1) UCLA 
2) Michigan 
3) Notre Dame 
Georgia 
5) FLORIDA STATE 
6) Alabama 
7) Florida 
8) LSU 
9) North Carolina 
10) Tennessee 
11) Penn State 
12) Nebraska 
13) Texas 
14) Ohio State 
15) Michigan State 
16) Miami 
17) Southern Cal 
18) Mississippi State 
19) Purdue 
20) Arizona State 


G & W Report 


1) UCLA 
2) Michigan 
3) Notre Dame 
4) Georgia 
5) Alabama 
6) FLORIDA STATE 
7) Florida 
8) LSU 
9) Tennessee 
0) Penn State 
1) Texas 

2) Nebraska 
13) North Carolina 
14) Miami 
15) Michigan State 
16) Mississippi State 
17) Southern Cal 
18) Ohio State 
19) Colorado 
20) Clemson 


National 
Recruiting 
Advisor 


1) Michigan 
2) UCLA 
3) Georgia 
4) Notre Dame 
5) FLORIDA STATE 
6) Alabama 
7) Tennessee 
8) North Carolina 
9) Florida 
10) Nebraska 
11) Penn State 
12) LSU 
13) Texas 
14) Arizona State 
15) Miami 
16) Ohio State 
17) Syracuse 
18) Colorado 
19) Southern Cal 
20) Texas A&M 


Tom 
Lemming 


1) Michigan 
2) UCLA 
3) Notre Dame 
4) Alabama 
5) FLORIDA STATE 
6) Georgia 
7) LSU 
8) Florida 
9) North Carolina 
10) Tennessee 
11) Purdue 
12) Penn State 
13) Baylor 
14) Michigan State 
15) Southern Cal 
16) Arizona 
17) Ohio State 
18) Syracuse 
19) Wisconsin 
20) Stanford 
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PrepStar 


1) UCLA 
2) Michigan 
3) Notre Dame 
4) Georgia 
5) FLORIDA STATE 
6) Florida 
7) Penn State 
8) Alabama 
9) North Carolina 
10) LSU 
11) Nebraska 
12) Tennessee 
13) Miami 
14) Texas 
15) Ohio State 
16) Kentucky 
17) Southern Cal 
18) Colorado 
19) Arizona 
20) Stanford 


Max Emfinger 


1) UCLA 
2) Georgia 
3) Michigan 
4) Florida 
5) Notre Dame 
6) FLORIDA STATE 
7) Alabama 
8) LSU 
9) Tennessee 
10) North Carolina 
11) Texas 
12) Nebraska 
13) Michigan State 
14) Mississippi State 
15) Ohio State 
16) Penn State 
17) Purdue 
18) Auburn 
19) Baylor 
20) Oklahoma 


SuperPrep 


1) UCLA 
2) Michigan 
3) Notre Dame 
4) FLORIDA STATE 
5) Georgia 
6) Alabama 
7) Florida 
8) North Carolina 
9) Tennessee 
10) LSU 
11) Texas 
12) Penn State 
13) Ohio State 
14) Michigan State 
15) Arizona State 
16) Southern Cal 
17) Nebraska 
18) Stanford 
19) Virginia Tech 
20) Oklahoma 


Bill Buchalter 


1) Georgia 

2) Michigan 

3) UCLA 

4) Notre Dame 

5) Alabama 

6) FLORIDA STATE 
7) Florida 

8) Nebraska 

9) North Carolina 

10) LSU 

11) Penn State 
12) Texas 

13) Tennessee 
14) Miami 

{ 


5) Ohio State 


17) Texas A&M 
18) Michigan State 
19) Southern Cal 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

16) Mississippi State 
) 

) 

) 

20) Clemson 
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FLORIDA'S STERLING SENIORS 


Bill Buchalter, associate sports editor of the Orlando Sentinel and one of the country's most respected sources of recruiting information, names the 
state's best prospects in his Super 27 preseason listing. Buchalter has broken the list into offensive and defensive units, naming the top players at 
each position. Also included with the Super 27 mini-profiles is Florida’s Best-of-the-Rest (opposite page), a position-by-position listing of other seniors 


who are likely to be top recruits during the coming year. 


Michael Gaines, TE, 6-3, 240, Tallahassee Florida High: Second- 
team all-Big Bend but already catching attention of the big schools with 
his athleticism, strength and versatility. Runs a 4.85 and also plays 
defensive line. 


Bryce Bishop, OL, 6-5, 290, Miami Killian: Earned second-team all- 
Dade and coaches all-district honors. Footwork and athleticism are his 
strengths. Benches 300 with long arms and runs 5.1. Solid in the class- 
foom. 


Jeff Faine, OL, 6-3, 300, Sanford Seminole: Physical power blacker 
who was the point man for two 1,000-yard rushers and a 400-yards per 
game offense. Has 5.0 speed, was 5A All-State and is one who punish- 
es and finishes his blocks, 


Sean Owens, OL, 6-3, 270, Panama City Bay: Can play center, 
guard or tackle. Was coaches all-district pick, runs around 5.1, techni- 
cally sound, smart and physical, 


Malcolm Woolbridge, OL, 6-2, 290, Boca Raton Olympic Heights: 
All-Palm Beach County. Chicago transfer has Midwest ties. Strong and 
has quick footwork for his size. Also plays defensive line. 


Alex Jackson, OL, 6-4, 290, Quincy Shanks: Solid siudent who has 
already qualified, Wide-bodied blocker who can run block or pass pro- 
tect for a quarterback who threw for more than 1,500 yards last year. 


Kevin Beard, WR, 6-1, 190, Plantation: All-Broward pick with great 
hands, disciplined routes, runs 4.6. Caught 35 passes for 633 yards, 12 
TDs, 18,1 yards per catch. Is also a basketball starter with great jumping 
capabilities. Named to 6A All-State team. 


Chris Stephens, QB, 6-3, 205, Gainesville Buchholz: Has all the 
requirements for big-time with his size, knowledge (his dad is UF offen- 
sive line coach Jimmy Ray Stephens) and has the stats, passing for 
more than 3,000 yards and 34 TDs the past two years. 


Jason Davis, RB, 5-7, 160, Miami Southridge: Runs 4.5 and has all 
\he moves to make defenders miss. Also good hands to catch and a top 
kick returner. All-Dade and leading rusher in the county with 1,800 
yards. Is the third of three phenomenal brothers - Troy, now with the 
New Orleans Saints and Darren, now at lowa State. 


Donta Murray, FB, 5-10, 220, Boca Raton Spanish River: All-Palm 
Beach County, bruising blocker. inside power runner with 4.6 speed. 


Marquis Walden, WR, 5-9, 165, Daytona Beach Mainland: An ideal 
slotback, kick returner, pass catcher, third-down sweep runner. Has 
great quickness and 4.5 speed, 


Mike Schaefer, K, 5-10, 165, Sarasota Riverview: Kicked three field 
goals over 50 yards as a junior. Also averaged more than 45 yards punt- 
ing - has great leg strength. 


Anquan Boldin, Ath., 6-1, 190, Pahokee: Gifted athlete who may be 
a quarterback, may be a running back, returner, defensive back, wher- 
ever he wants, Four-year starter, runs 4.55, first-team All-State. 


Blake Hardin, QB, 5-10, 165, Springfield Rutherford: Hardin is a 
phenomenal high school quarterback, a Doug Flutie looking for a 


chance. Runs'a 4,7, studies game films more than most coaches, 
understands the game and can dissect a defense with his textbook bril- 
liance. Earned all-Southern and All-State honors with 39 TD passes 
against three interceptions. Mentioned in a new category, COF (Coach 
on the Field). 


Corey Brown, DE, 6-2, 220, Jacksonville Raines: Has everything 
except the grades right now. All-State, 4.65 speed, punishing physical 
player and a road runner on a team that won 4A state title. Can play 
down or up. 


Louis Gachelin, DL, 6-2, 250, Miami Jackson: Super strong with 
400-pound bench plus 4.8 quickness. Was first-team all-Dade, All-State 
and had 17 sacks. 


Courtney Young, DL, 6-5, 285, Bartow: Powertul two-way talent who 
made coaches all-district team on offense and defense. Comes fram 
athletic family - uncle is former FSU lineman and current Seminoles 
assistant coach Odell Hagins. Must improve in classroom. 


Roy Williams, DL, 6-3, 265, DeLand: Three-year starter, great 
strength and quickness. Runs 4.8 40, second-team All-State, needs to 
improve in classroom. 


Clint Mitchell, DE, 6-6, 235, Clearwater Countryside: Ex-Gator Jeff 
Mitchell's brother, a tower who could grow into inside defender. All- 
Pinellas honorable mention, runs 4.7. Also athletic enough to play some 
tight end. 


Kendyll Pope, LB, 6-2, 205, Lake City Columbia: Bruising tackler 
who helped team reach 6A state championship game. Earned first-team 
All-State honors, runs 4.7, also a fullback. 


Cornelius (Corey) Collier, LB, 6-1, 220, Miami Palmetto; All-Dade as 
a junior with more than 120 tackles. Runs 4.5 and showed leader traits. 


Mike Nattiel, LB, 6-2, 205, Newberry: Greai small school athlete with 
genes (ex-UF receiver Ricky's nephew), determination and support from 
opposing coaches which is unusual in the prep ranks. Everybody 
believes he can play and is a super kid. 


Lito Shepherd, DB, 5-10, 175, Jacksonville Raines: Unheralded 
hero of 4A state champs, first-team All-State with four interceptions 
returned for touchdowns. Runs 4.5 and is also a wide receiver. 


Tavares Spillman, DB, 6-1, 175, Hollywood Hills: All-Broward all- 
around athlete who intercepted a county-high 12 passes. Also caught 31 
for 784 yards and 14 TDs. 


Tony Milton, DB, 5-9, 175, Tallahassee North Florida Christian: 
Small schoo! star has big-time talent. Four-year starter, all-Big Bend and 
All-State as DB, yet rushed for 1,800 yards on offense - runs 4.5. 


Sean Morton, P, 6-3, 185, Auburndale: Rangy all-around kicker who 
averaged more than 43 yards punting. Also capable placekicker, solid 
student. 


Markee Jackson, KR, 6-1, 175, Perry Taylor County: The glue for 
3A state championship team. Solid defensive back who returned five 
kicks for touchdowns, runs 4.55, 


FLORIDA’ S BEST-OF-THE-REST 


QUARTERBACKS 
Brandon Browning 6-2 
Teddy Cummings 6-0 
Gary Godsey 


Mike Williams 6-3 175 


Brooksville Hernando Co, Tim Yarn 5-10 165 
Lake Butler Union Co. 
Tampa Jesuit 


Eagle Lake Lake Region 
Citra North Marion 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Luis Gonzalez 
Erik Ignasiuk 
Mike Mitchell 
dosh Parker 
Ashanti Samuels 
Ryan Schneider 
Willie Simmons 
Tom Tojdowski 
Doug Waechier 


RUNNING BACKS 


Ed Baker 5-9 
Ran Carthon 6-0 
Coles Colas 6-0 
Frank Garcia 6-0 
Jason Geathers 6-2 
William Glover 5-11 
Harvey Howard 6-0 
Raymond Hudson 5-10 
John Lewis 5-9 
Selwyn Scott 5-9 
Josh Shaw 6-0 
Fred Wilbon 5-10 


WIDE RECEIVERS 
Roy Baker 6-3 
Mike Bonneville 5-9 
Curtis Butler 6-0 
Steve Cucci 6-5 
James Daniels 6-2 
Derrick Gaffney 6-2 
Victor Glenn 6-2 
Maurice Harris 6-2 
Elgine Hicks 6-3 
Trayaris Robinson 5-10 
Antonio Thomas B-4 
Zac Yarbrough 6-4 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Antonio Bryant 6-1 
Antonio Carter 5-9 
Darryl Dixon 5-11 
Ralph Everett 5-10 
Brian Harris 6-3 
Chris Johnson 5-9 
Clint Portis 6-1 
Eric Scott 

Ladarius Vann 

Garnell Wilds 


Miami Coral Park 
Hollywood Hills 

Orlando Colonial 
Crawlordville Wakulla Co. 


Lauderdale Lakes Boyd Anderson 


Plantation 

Quincy Shanks 

Miami Palmetto 

St. Petersburg Northeast 


Tallahassee Leon 

Key West 

South Plantation 

Miami Pace 

Boca Raton Spanish River 
Tampa Jesuit 

Miami Carol City 
Bonifay Holmes County 
Miami Jackson 

Lake Worth Leonard 
Fort Lauderdale Aquinas 
Fort Walton Beach 


Miami Northwestern 
Orlando Dr. Phillips 

Key West 

Bradenton Southeast 

Port St. Joe 

Jacksonville Raines 
Daytona Beach Seabreeze 
Jacksonville Raines 

Punta Gorda Charlotte Co. 
Miami Coral Park 

Belle Glade Glades Central 
Winter Park 


Coral Gables 

Tallahassee Rickards 

New Smyrna Beach 

Miami Southridge 
Gainesville Buchholz 
Niceville 

Gainesville 

Boca Raton Olympic Heights 
Fort Pierce Central 

Tampa Hillsborough 
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Chris Buda 
Vernon Carey 
Jermyn Chester 
Brannon Curtin 
Eric Hall 
Anthony Herrera 
Anthony Hester 
Johnny Jean 
Andy Marable 
Mark Parenteau 
Marc Shapiro 
Andrew Thomas 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Ryan Boggs 
Thornton Chandler 
Colin Cole 

Justin Hancock 
Marcus Hepburn 
Jarrett Johnson 
Marquis Johnson 
Oral McDonald 
Ryan Melntyre 
Nick Romeo 
Damien Simmons 
Charles Simpson 


LINEBACKERS 


Vince Cartaya 
Roger Echols 
Sean Gaudion 
Joe Henley 
Dwight Jackson 
Mario Jackson 
Cedric Jennings 
Robert Johnson 
Trahern Lafavor 
Joe Mesadore 
Mike Minus 
Rod Thomas 


KICKERS 
John Anderson 
Jeff Burdick 
Owen Gayle 
Billy McKinley 
lan Reeder 
dason Riley 


6-3 
6-6 
6-5 
6-7 
6-3 
6-4 
6-3 
6-3 
6-2 
6-6 
6-3 
6-5 


6-2 
6-4 
6-2 
6-3 
6-1 
6-4 
6-2 
6-3 
6-4 
6-2 
6-4 
6-3 


Tallahassee Lincoln 
Miami Northwestern 
Titusville 

North Palm Beach Benjamin 
Southwest Miami 

Naples Barron Collier 
Jacksonville Ribault 
West Palm Forest Hill 
Crestview 

Fort Lauderdale Gibbons 
Plantation 

Springfield Rutherford 


Delray Beach Atlantic 
Jacksonville Raines 
South Plantation 
Tallahassee Leon 
Tampa Robinson 
Chiefland 

Miami Edison 

Winter Haven 
Orange Park 

Tarpon Springs East Lake 
North Miami Beach 
Jacksonville Ribault 


Miami Belen Jesuit 
Kissimmee Osceola 
Plant City Durant 
Gainesville 

Belle Glade Glades Central 
Palatka 

Madison 

Citra North Marion 

Fort Lauderdale Gibbons 
Apopka 

Hialeah American 
DeLand 


Boca Raton Pope John Paul 
Fort Lauderdale Western 
Miami Southridge 

Tampa Temple Heights 

Gulf Breeze 

Daytona Beach Mainland 
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NATIONAL RECRUITING ADvisoR Top 100 


QUARTERBACKS 


Ryan Belicic 
Craig Crenzel 
Ken Dorsey 
Colby Freeman 
Rex Grossman 
C.J, Leak 
Chris Lewis 

Eli Manning 
Chris Massey 
Chris Simms 
Fabian Walker 


RUNNING BACKS 
Paul Arnold 
Santonio Beard 
Cedric Cobbs 
Daniel Davis 
Brian Lewis 
Kelton Lindsey 
Nick Maddox 
Onterrio Smith 
Bruce Thornton 
Dontae Walker 
Derrick Watson 
Shaud Williams 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


Damien Gary 
DeAndre Green 
Maurice Harris 
Ben Johnson 
Michael Johnson 
Kareem Kelly 
Jerry Owens 
Durell Robinson 
Bryan Scott 
Tavares Spillman 


TIGHT ENDS 
Anihony Aguilar 
Eric Edwards 
Darin Naatjes 
Jason Rader 
Bo Scaife 

Mike Siedman 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Drew Ashcraft 
Bryce Bishop 
Vernon Carey 
Robbie Doane 
Rob Droege 
Aaron Hodges 
Nick Johnson 
Keith Leavitt 
Tony Pape 
Alfio Randle 
Brandon Mecias 
Walter Young 


FLORIDA STATE 


6-4 
6-5 
6-6 
6-5 
6-4 
6-5 


6-4 
6-5 
6-6 
6-6 
6-7 
6-4 
6-8 
6-8 
6-7 
6-6 
6-6 
6-5 


Harrisburg (PA) Central Dauphin 
Utica, Ml 

Orinda (CA) Miramonte 
Brownwood, TX 

Bloomington (IN) South 
Charlotte (NC) Independence 
Long Beach (CA) Poly 

New Orleans (LA) Newman 
Spiro, OK 

Franklin Lakes (NJ) Ramapo 
Americus, GA 


Seattle (WA) Kennedy 
Nashville (TN) Pearl-Cohn 
Little Rock (AR) Fair 
Stafford (VA) Brooke Point 
Pattonville MO 

Lebanon, OH 

Kannapolis (NC) Brown 
Sacramento (CA) Grant 
LaGrange, GA 

Clinton, MS 

Palmetto (SC) Williamston 
Andrews, TX 


Athens (GA) Clarke Central 
Prichard (AL) Blount 

Jacksonville (FL) Raines 
Minneapolis (MN) De la Salle 
Tulsa (OK) Union 

Long Beach (CA) Poly 

Newhall (CA) Hart 

Spartanburg (SC) Byrnes 
Buckingham (PA) Cent. Bucks East 
Hollywood Hills, FL 


Superior, AZ 

Monroe (LA) Ouachita Christian 
Alvord (1A) West Lyons 

St, Albans, WV 

Denver (CO) Mullen 

Westlake Village (CA) Westlake 


Lexington (KY) Dunbar 
Miami (FL) Killian 

Miami (FL) Northwestern 
Coppell, TX 

St. Louis (MO) Lindbergh 
Olympia Fields (IL) Rich Central 
Cottonwood (AZ) Mingus 
Fitchburg, MA 

Hinsdale (IL) South 
Houston (TX) Yates 

Los Altos, CA 

Purvis. MS 
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DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Tim Anderson 
Darnell Dockett 
Casey Gilbert 
Albert Haynesworih 
Kenny King 
Jessie Mayfield 
David Payne 
Cola Pittman 
Bernard Riley 
Charles Roberson 
Terrea Smalls 
Jeremey Williams 
Leslie Williams 
Roy Williams 


LINEBACKERS 
Solomon Bates 
TJ. Duckett 
Matt Farrior 
Travarens Faulk 
Jason Frederick 
Elmer Holmes 
Kamau Jackson 
Raheem Orr 
Antoine Poe 
Kendyll Pope 
Shawn Price 
Corey Redding 
Fahu Tahi 


6-4 
6-5 
6-5 
6-4 
6-3 
6-4 
6-6 
6-5 
6-3 
6-4 
6-4 
6-5 
6-5 
6-2 


6-3 
6-3 
6-2 
6-3 
6-1 
6-0 
6-2 
6-3 
6-0 
6-3 
6-2 
6-3 
6-0 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Derek Abney 
Curtis Crosby 
Chris Daniels 
Dominick Davis 
Darryl Dixon 
Demetrius Hookiin 
Sterling Kazee 
Richard McNutt 
Bruce Perry 
Darrell Rideaux 
Gerome Sapp 
Lito Sheppard 
Mike Waddell 


ATHLETES 

M, Abdul-Quaadir 
Horace Dodd 
Jason Geathers 

Ty Gifford 
DeWayne Mcintosh 
Tory Mitchell 

Luke Powell 

Rod Rutherford 


KICKERS 
Shane Hudnall 


5-10 
6-0 
6-3 
5-10 
5-10 
5-11 
6-2 
5-11 
5-10 
5-8 
6-0 


Clyde, OH 

Burtonsville (MD) Paint Branch 
Pascagoula, MS 

Hartsville, SC 

Daphne, AL 

Indianapolis (IN) Davis 
Memphis (TN) Melrose 
Shreveport (LA) Evangel Christian 
Los Alamitos, CA 

Atlanta (GA) Creekside 
Timberland, SC 

Spokane (WA) Ferris 

Stone Mountain, GA 

DeLand, FL 


Canyon Springs (CA) Moreno Valley 
Kalamazoo (MI) Loy Norrix 
Ettrick (VA) Matoaca 
Lafayette, LA 

Houston (TX) Cy Falls 
Monasses (VA) Osborne 
Atlanta (GA) Douglass 
Elizabeth, NJ 

Lakeland (FL) Kathleen 
Lake City (FL) Columbia 
Haddon Heights, NJ 
Houston (TX) North Shore 
Granger, UT 


Schofield (WI) Everest 
Columbus (OH) Eastmoor 
Thomasville (GA) Thomas Co. 
Breaux Bridge. LA 

New Smyma Beach, FL 
Kentwood, LA 

Irving (TX) MacArthur 

Park Forest (IL) Rich East 
Phila, (PA) Cardinal Dougherty 
Long Beach (CA) Poly 
Houston (TX) Lamar 
Jacksonville (FL) Raines 
Rockingham (NC) Richmond Co 


Eureka, MO 

Hamden, CT 

Boca Raton (FL) Spanish River 
Lincoln (NE) Southeast 

Tulsa (OK) Washington 

Big Spring, TX 

Smyrna, TN 

Pittsburgh (PA) Perry 


Tyler (TX) Lee 
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— PER MINUTE 
_— ALL 

Y YEAR 

A LONG! 
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plus official visits. 
Wrap-Up Issue 3 (March Ist) 1 -9 0 0-8 6 0-9 Ss 8 3 


Comprehensive profiles of the top 
50 recruiting classes and rankings 
of the nation’s top players 


Post-Season Issue 2 (Mid Jan.) 
Lists the All-American and All- 
Area Teams chosen by the nation’s 
top college coaches and a look at 
the nation’s top 1,000 prep 
players and their senior season 


MM Yes, Sign me up! to Tom Lemming's PAG Football Report. 


#1 $55 for 3 issues Name 
| (all mailed 1st class) 


#2 $20 for 3 Newsletters [pimmmumbaay 
City/State/Zip 


3 Newsletters (Oct., Nov. & Dec.) 
Latest information on the top 500 

players. Late Commitments—Rising 
Players & Stats—Leanings & Visits. 
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THE NUMBER ONE PREP FOOTBALL AUTHORITY IN THE COUNTRY 


Tom LEMMING’S REPORT Top 100 


Anthony Aguilar 
Sam Aiello 
Marcell Almond 
Tim Anderson 
Paul Arnold 
Kelvin Banks 
Santonio Beard 
Robert Branch 
Tarron Brooks 
Reggie Brown 
Ricky Bryant 
Sean Bubin 
Atari Callen 
Ray Cathie 
Adrien Clarke 
Cedric Cobbs 
Ryshaun Conover 
Carl Crawford 
Daniel Davis 
Devon Davis 
Sammy Davis 
Mike Doss 
Mark Dreyer 
TJ. Duckett 
Eric Edwards 
Artie Ellis 
Alonzo Ephraim 
Kevin Fant 
Treverance Faulk 
Antwan Fleming 
Colby Freeman 
John Garrison 
Damien Gary 
Jason Geathers 
Ryan Gillis 
John Glass 
DeAndae Green 
Rex Grossman 
Albert Haynesworth 
Aaron Hodges 
J.R. House 
Kenny Hyter 
Eddie Jackson 
Curtis Jenkins 
Jeremi Johnson 
Jim Johnson 
Michael Johnson 
Robert Johnson 
Sterling Kazee 
Trahern Latavor 


Superior, Ariz. 
Streamwood, Ill. 

Whittier St. Paul, Calif 
Clyde, Ohio 

Seattle Kennedy, Wash. 
Aldine Senior, Texas 
Nashville Pearl-Cohn, Tenn. 
Tuscaloosa Central, Ala. 
Austin McCallum, Texas 
Carrolton, Ga. 


Farmington Hills Harrison, Mich, 


Rantoul, lll, 

Concord De La Salle, Calif. 
Pittsburgh North Catholic, Pa. 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 

Little Rock Fair, Ark. 
Lakewood, N.J, 

Houston Davis, Texas 
Stafford Brooke Point, Va. 
Austin McCallum, Texas 
Humble, Texas 

Canton McKinley, Ohio 
Brighton, Colo, 

Kalamazoo Loy Norrix, Mich. 
Monroe Ouachita Christian, La. 
Spring Westtield, Texas 
Birmingham Wenonah, Ala. 
Moss Point, Miss. 

Lafayette, La. 

Plant City, Fla. 

Brownwood, Texas 

Blue Springs, Mo. 

Athens Clarke Central, Ga. 
Boca Raton Spanish River, Fla. 
Hyattsville DeMatha, Md. 
Allentown Dieruff, Pa. 
Prichard Blount, Ala. 
Bloomington South, Ind. 
Hartsville, S.C. 

Olympia Fields Rich Central, Ill, 
Nitro, W.Va. 

Houston Cy-Falls, Texas 
Richardson, Texas 

Lindale, Texas 

Louisville Ballard, Ky. 
Abingion, Pa. 

Tulsa Union, Okla. 
Montgomery Davis, Ala, 

Irving MacArthur, Texas 

Fort Lauderdale Gibbons, Fla. 
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Anthony Lawston 
Brian Lewis 
Chris Lewis 
Kelton Lindsay 
Matt Lomax 

Nick Maddox 
Jason Malakoski 
Eli Manning 

Tre Matins 
DeMarco McNeil 
Richard McNutt 
Kevin Mitchell 
Jamar Mozee 
Tim Olmsteam 
Brian Otiney 
Michael Owens 
David Paine 
Tony Pape 

Brett Pierce 
Kendyll Pope 
Jason Rader 
Corey Redding 
Darrell Rideaux 
Rod Rutherford 
Gerome Sapp 
Bo Scaife 

Matt Schaub 
Bryan Scott 

Lito Sheppard 
Mike Siedman 
Chris Simms 
Derek Smith 
Onterrio Smith 
Demetrious Solomon 
J.D. Stanley 

A.J, Suggs 

Eric Thompson 
LeBrandon Toetield 
Donald Tucker 
Lenny Vandermade 
Michael Waddell 
Dontae Walker 
Tramayne Walker 
Chaz Williams 
\van Williams 
Roy Williams 
Dennis Wyrick 
Yaacoy Yisreal 
Courtney Young 
Walter Young 


6-4 


215 


5-10 195 


6-4 
6-4 
6-4 
5-11 
6-4 
6-4 
6-3 
6-2 
6-0 
6-0 
6-0 
6-4 
6-6 
6-0 
67 
6-7 
6-5 
6-2 
6-5 
6-5 
59 
6-3 
6-0 
6-4 
6-5 
6-2 


6-4 
6-5 
6-6 


6-7 
6-3 
6-4 
6-8 
6-1 
6-6 
6-4 
6-0 


6-1 
6-4 
6-3 
6-2 
6-1 
6-1 
6-5 
6-5 


200 
190 
290 
185 
245 
185 
305 
285 
165 
215 
200 
240 
280 
206 
255 
285 
220 
210 
225 
230 
165 
190 
200 
225 
195 
200 


225 
210 
235 


276 
215 
210 
278 
205 
295 
255 
165 


Baltimore Eastern Tech, Md. 
Maryland Heights Pattonville, Mo. 
Long Beach Poly, Calif, 
Lebanon, Ohio 

Mobile-Wright, Ala. 

Kannapolis Brown, N.C. 

Mount Carmel, Pa, 

New Orleans Newman, La. 
Garland, Texas 

Prichard Blount, Ala. 

Park Forest Rich East, Ill. 

Santa Ana Mater Dei, Calif. 

Blue Springs, Mo. 

Kankakee McNamara, Ill. 

Troy, Mich, 

Tuscumbia Deshler, Ala. 
Memphis Melrose, Tenn. 

Darien Hinsdale South, Ill. 
Vancouver Columbia River, Wash. 
Lake City Columbia, Fla. 

St. Albans, W.Va. 

Galena Park North Shore, Texas 
Long Beach Poly, Calit 
Pittsburgh Perry, Pa, 

Houston Lamar, Texas 

Denver Mullen, Colo. 

West Chester East, Pa. 
Buckingham Central Bucks East, Pa. 
Jacksonville Raines, Fla. 
Westlake Village Westlake, Calif. 
Franklin Lakes Ramapo, N.J. 

Ft. Thomas Highlands, Ky. 
Sacramento Grant, Calif. 

Flint Northern, Mich. 

Berwick, Pa. 

Powder Springs McEachern, Ga. 
Itta Bena LeFlore Co., Miss. 
Independence, La. 

Tupelo, Miss. 

Santa Ana Mater Dei, Calif. 
Rockingham Richmond County, N.C, 
Clinton, Miss. 

Dallas Spruce, Texas 
Muskegon, Mich. 

Cleveland, Texas 

DeLand, Fla. 

LaPuente Bishop Amat, Cal. 
Palatine, Ill, 

Bartow, Fla. 

Purvis, Miss. 
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Max EMFINGER’S SuPer Dixie Top 100 


QUARTERBACKS 


Gerry Ahrens 
Anquan Boldin 
Nick Dugas 
Louis Gonzales 
Carlos Hines 
C.J, Leak 
Jared Lorenzen 
Eli Manning 
Antron Seber 
Willie Simmons 
Chris Stephens 
A.J. Suggs 
Doug Waechter 
Fabian Walker 


RUNNING BACKS 
Santonio Beard 6-0 
Art Brown 5-10 
Ivory Brown 6-0 
Cedric Cobbs 6-1 
Troy Fleming 6-2 
Sydney Ford 5-10 
Jason Geathers 6-2 
Nick Maddox 5-10 
Donta Murray 5-10 
Michael Owens 5-10 
Jerome Pickney 6-0 
Bernard Rambert 6-0 
LaBrandon Toefield 6-0 
Dontae Walker 5-10 
Derek Watson 6-1 


212 
210 
189 
227 
200 
235 
210 
210 
190 
220 
200 
200 


4.4 
44 
4.5 
4.5 
45 
44 
44 
45 
46 
44 
45 
44 
43 
44 
45 


WIDE RECEIVERS/TIGHT ENDS 


Lorenzo Banks 6-1 
Kevin Beard 6-1 
Ronald Bellamy 6-1 
Reggie Brown 6-2 
Jason Davis 5-8 
Eric Edwards 6-6 
Michael Gaines 6-4 
Damian Gary 6-0 
DeAndre Green 6-2 
Gary Godsey 6-6 
Andre Johnson 6-3 
Tory Johnson 6-4 
Tony Milton 5-9 
Ryan Sawyer 6-3 
Josh Shaw 5-10 
Derek Smith 6-5 
Bruce Thornton 5-10 
Michael Waddell 6-0 
Derrick Woods 5-9 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


Josh Billue 
Bryce Bishop 


190 
190 
180 
200 
165 
240 
240 
180 
200 
245 
200 
240 
175 
195 
180 
238 
175 
172 
165 


4.4 
45 
43 
44 
44 
47 
47 
4.4 
45 
48 
45 
47 
44 
45 
44 
46 
44 
44 
44 


Louisville Male, Ky. 

Pahokee, Fla. 

Crowley, La, 

Miami Coral Park, Fla. 
Smithville, N.C. 

Charlotie Independence, N.C. 
Fort Thomas Highlands, Ky. 
New Orleans Newman, La. 
Independence, La, 

Quincy Shanks, Fla. 
Gainesville Buchholz, Fla. 
Powder Springs McEachern, Ga, 
St. Petersburg Northeast, Fla. 
Americus, Ga, 


Nashville Pearl-Cohn, Tenn. 
Mount Tabor, N.C. 

Bastrop, La. 

Little Rock Fair, Ark. 

Battle Ground Academy, Tenn, 
Lindale Pepperell, Ga, 

Boca Raton Spanish River, Fla. 
Kannapolis Brown, N.C. 

Boca Raton Spanish River, Fla. 
Tuscumbia Deshler, Ala 

Port Barre. La. 

Summerville, S.C. 
Independence, La. 

Clinton, Miss. 

Winston-Salem Palmetto, S.C. 


Moultrie Colquit County, Ga. 
Plantation, Fla. 

Marrero Shaw, La. 

Carrolton, Ga. 

Miami Southridge, Fla. 
Monroe Ouachita Christian, La. 
Tallahassee Florida High, Fla. 
Athens Clarke Central, Ga. 
Prichard Biount, Ala. 

Tampa Jesuit, Fla. 

Miami Senior, Fla, 

Hollywood South Broward, Fla. 
Tallahassee Christian, Fla. 
Marietta Pope, Ga. 

Fort Lauderdale Aquinas, Fla. 
Fort Thomas Highlands, Ky. 
LaGrange, Ga. 


Rockingham Richmond County, N.C. 


Memphis Melrose, Tenn 


Guntersville, Ala. 
Miami Killian, Fla. 
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Kevin Breedlove 
Chris Buda 
Vernon Carey 
Dante Ellington 
Alonzo Ephraim 
Jeff Faine 
William Henry 
Alex Jackson 
Byron Long 
Sean Milligan 
Kenny Ordenaux 
Sean Owens 
Rodney Reed 
Lincoln Smith 
Jason Tant 
Donald Tucker 


DEFENSIVE LINE 

Louis Gachelin 6-2 
Casey Gilbert 6-5 
Albert Haynesworth 6-5 
Chris Hewitt 6-6 
Jarrett Johnson 6-4 
Marquis Johnson 6-2 
Robert Johnson 6-5 
DeMarco McNeil 6-2 
Greg Mills 6-2 
Clint Mitchell 6-7 
Jesse Mitchell 6-4 
David Paine 6-6 
Cole Pittman 6-5 
Charles Roberson 6-6 
Roy Williams 6-3 
Walter Young 6-5 
Courtney Young 6-5 


LINEBACKERS 


Corey Brown 6-2 
Cornelius Collier 6-1 
Treverance Faulk 6-2 
Antwan Fleming 6-2 
Daniel Giles 6-3 
Trahern LaFlavor 6-3 
Mike Nattiel 6-2 
Ryan O'Neal 6-3 
William Orr 6-2 
Kendyll Pope 6-2 
Oderick Royal 6-2 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Dominick Davis 5-10 
Jeremy Muyres 6-2 
Albert Poree 5-11 
Luke Powell 5-10 
Lito Shepherd 5-17 
Tavares Spillman 6-1 


Clemson Daniel, §.C. 
Tallahassee Lincoln, Fla. 
Miami Northwestern, Fla. 
Leighton Colbert County, Ala. 
Birmingham Wenonah, Ala. 
Sanford Seminole, Fla, 
Greenville, S.C. 

Quincy Shanks, Fla. 
Popularville, Miss. 
Norcross, Ga. 

La Place St. Charles, La, 
Panama City Bay. Fla. 
West Monroe, La. 
Hollandale Simmons, Miss. 
Pegram Harpeth, Tenn, 
Tupelo, Miss. 


Miami Jackson, Fla. 
Pascagoula, Miss. 
Hartsville, S.C. 

Rome, Ga. 

Chiefland, Fla. 

Miami Edison, Fla. 
Montgomery Davis, Ala. 
Prichard Blount, Ala. 
Tallahassee Lincoln, Fla. 
Clearwater Countryside, Fla. 
Moss Point, Miss. 
Memphis Melrose, Tenn. 
Shreveport Evangel, La. 
Fairburn Creekside, Ga. 
DeLand, Fla. 

Purvis, Miss. 

Bartow, Fla. 


Jacksonville Raines, Fla. 
Miami Palmetto, Fla, 
Lafayette, La. 

Plant City, Fla, 

Ponchatoula, La. 

Fort Lauderdale Gibbons, Fla. 
Newberry, Fla. 

New Orleans Jesuit, La. 
Albertville, Ala. 

Lake City Columbia, Fla. 
Baton Rouge Glen Oaks, La. 


Breaux Bridge, La. 

Lilburn Parkview, Ga. 

New Orleans St. Augustine, La. 
Smyrna, Tenn. 

Jacksonville Raines, Fla. 
Hollywood Hills, Fla. 


Steve Smith FLORIDA'S NIFTY FIFTY 


Presents 


QUARTERBACKS/ATHLETES 


Darrell Clark 6-0 ; Live Oak Suwannee 
The All New 1998 Blake Hardin 5-10 ; Springfield Rutherford 

Ryan Schneider 6-2 : Plantation 

Wille Simmons 6-2 ; Quincy Shanks 

Chris Stephens 6-2 Gainesville Buchholz 


B. I/ U ec fa ip Doug Waechter 6-4 St, Petersburg Northeast 
Gator Report RUNNING BACKS 


Gladstone Coke 5-9 ‘ Moore Haven 
Jason Davis 5-7 . Miami Southridge 

a nd Jason Geathers 6-3 , Boca Raton Spanish River 
Jonathan Shaw 6-0 , Fort Lauderdale Aquinas 


a : ie 
Bluechip Donta Murray 5-10 Boca Raton Spanish River 


e WIDE RECEIVERS/TIGHT ENDS 
S. é nd 1] of e@ Wi a é ch Kevin Beard 6-1 ; Plantation 
Michael Gaines 6-4 Tallahassee Florida High 
Victor Glenn 6-0 : Daytona Beach Seabreeze 
Each report contains Tory Johnson 6-4 Hollywood South Broward 


in Lito Shepard 5-10 : Jacksonville Raines 
names, stats, photos and in Andre Johnson 6-2 ; Miami Senior 


depth interviews of all the Tavares Spillman 6-1 Hollywood Hills 


top players in Florida. OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
‘ Ll 
Plus...exclusive coverage of : 
Brennan Curtain 6-8 280 . North Palm Beach Benjamin 


your favorite teams - ‘Noles Jeff Faine 6-3 295 . Sanford Seminole 
or Gators. Follow their Gary Godsey 6-8 = 250 ; Tampa Jesuit 


42 Soy Bryce Bishop 6-5 280 ; Miami Killian 
recruiting both in-state and Alex Jackson * 6-4 270 ; Quincy Shanks 


out. Clint Mitchell 6-6 240 ; Clearwater Countryside 


The new Bluechip Donald Mattix 62 270 5. Lake Wales 
Mark Shapiro 6-3 260 . Plantation 


Recruiting....totally redone Andrew Thomas 6-4 225 Springfield Rutherford 
and ready for the new cen- Malcolm Woolridge 6-2 290 , Boca Raton Olympic Heights 


tury. DEFENSIVE LINEMEN/LINEBACKERS 


Corey Brown 6-2 220 Jacksonville Raines 
Marquis Johnson 6-2 250 ; Miami Edison 


Corey Collier 6-1 220 . Miami Palmetto 
Call today Chris Daley 6-2 220 Brooksville Hernando 


for more information Antwan Fioning 63 85, Plant City 
Joe Henley 6-2 215 Gainesville 


Robert Johnson 6-2 220 . Sparr North Marion 

( 9 @ 7 ) 9 & 3 “6 0 0 7 Trahorn Lafavor 6-3 235 ; Fort Lauderdale Gibbons 
Mike Nattiel 6-2 215 Newberry 
Kendyll Pope 6-2 210 Lake City Columbia 


Marcus Hepburn 6-0 235 t Tampa Robinson 


To subscribe Jarret Johnson 6-4 250 , Chiefland 
Charles Simpson 6-3 245 ; Jacksonville Ribault 


Send $30 for § Roy Williams 6-2 265 5, DeLand 


Courtney Young 6-5 285 3 Bartow 
newsletters to; 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Steve Smith Tony Milton - Tallahassee North Florida Christian 


Kevin Verpaele . Merritt Island 
Bluechip Recruiting Dejuan Green - ; Jacksonville Raines 


PO Box 366 Jonas Rutledge . ‘ Gainesville PK. Yonge 


Clewiston, FL 33440 UTILITY 


Anquan Boldin A Pahokee 
or fax after hours to: Markel Jackson Perry Taylor County 


(941) 983-6001 Marcus Waters - , Sarasota Booker 


FLORIDA STATE 1998 FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 96 


cs COMING s00H TO 2 Ly 
COMPUTER GREEN 
NEAR YOU! 


www.osceolanews.com 


Features include: 


> Audio of taped eRe SW) 


> Daily football practice reports 
> Live FSU game broadcasts 
> Coaches’ call-in shows | 
> Recruiting updates 
> FSU,ACC, and NCAA stats 
> Bulletin board NEWs 
with real-time chat 
> Expanded library of ' 
action photos EW), 


/ 


‘Order now at 


1-800-725-4321 


or WWW.Osceolanews.com 


e’ve moved to a new 
and exciting Web 
° address which will 


allow us to offer many new 
features. Check us out! 
It all starts on July 22nd. 
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